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COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN 

business  is  well  worth  cultivating.  It  is  the  mainstav  of 
the  manufacturer  when  things  are  slack  at  Home,  and  it 
is  always  profitable.  In  the  drug-trade  advertisers  look 
forward  to  our  annual 

ISSUE 

published  with  a  special  eye  to  extending  the  sale  of  drug- 
gists' goods  in  the  British  Colonies  and  Dependencies  and 
in  foreign  countries     This  year  the  particular  number 

OF  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 

specially  devoted  to  buyers  overseas  is  well  in  course  of 
preparation.  The  Publisher  is  busy  allotting  space,  for  the 
publication  date  is 

April  26,  1913. 

Have  you  given  your  instructions  for  an  advertisement? 
If  not,  send  for  details  of  space,  etc.,  at  disposal.  Ihe 
address  is—  42  Cannon  Street, 

London,  E.C. 


SUMMARY. 

Being*  a  first  glance  at  the  articles  and  events  reported  in  this  Issue. 


Articles  and  Communications. 

The  place  that  the  kinematograph  may  yet  take  in  busi- 
ness propaganda  and  educational  methods  is  the  subject  of 
a  note  on  p.  46. 

The  future  of  chemists'  assistants  in  Great  Britain  is 
discussed  by  "  Xrayser  II."  a  propos  of  the  exceptional 
demand  created  for  them  by  the  Insurance  Act  (p.  47). 

Dr.  Dobbin  gives  some  most  useful  hints  in  the  "  Cor- 
ner for  Students"  on  the  analysis  of  minerals  (p.  34).  Prizes 
are  awarded  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Boyle  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Collins 
(pp.  34-35). 

Forty-seven  correct  replies  were  received  to  the  last  Pre- 
scription Problem,  and  four  prizes  are  awarded  on  the  time 
of  posting  basis.  Another  problem  is  printed  in  the 
Coloured  Supplement-. 

Mr.  James  Grier,  M.Se,  has  discoursed  before  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  at  Edinburgh  on  the  relations  between 
chemical  constitution  and  physiological  action — an  old  sub- 
ject to  which  he  applies  new  illumination  (p.  56). 

Profesor  Ralph  Stockman's  observations  on  the  use  of 
salicylates  in  the  treatment  of  rheumatism  re-establish  the 
superiority  of  salicin  and  sodium  salicylate,  while  he  shows 
that  some  proposed  substitutes  are  useless  (p.  58). 

National  Health  Insurance. 


The  Departmental  Committee  is  making  good  progress 
with  witnesses  in  regard  to  Section  15  (5,  iii),  but  it  may 
be  some  time  before  their  report  is  ready  (p.  5i). 

The  Committee  inquiring  into  the  extension  of  Medical 
Benefit  to  Ireland  heard  evidence  from  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  Thursday  (p.  37). 

Three  new  prescription-forms  have  been  issued.  None 
of  them  provide  for  a  duplicate  to  chemists,  but  a  penny 
copying-fee  is  to  be  allowed  under  the  new  tariff  (p.  51). 

Reports  which  we  print  from  a  number  of  districts  and 
towns  in  Scotland"  show  general  objection  to  renewing  dis- 
pensing agreements  until  better  terms  are  conceded 
(pp.  50-54). 

A  revised  drug  tariff  has  been  prepared  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee.  It  is  open  to  several 
objections,  which  are  dealt  with  in  an  article  on  pp.  49-50, 
the  most  serious  being  that  it  practically  closes  the  door 
to  the  Scotch  demand  for  better  terms  all  round. 


News  of  the  Week. 

™  Shu 


jm  oil  has  been  selling    in  London 


Linalol  from 
(p.  39). 

The  Customs  and  Excise  Bilk  of  South  Africa  are  further 
reported  on  p.  39. 

Glasgow  and  Surbiton  chemists  now  have  half-day  closing 
orders  (p.  36  and  p.  38). 

How  a  French  pharmacien  sold  his  business  and  got 
rid  of  the  money  is  told  on  p.  38. 

The  deaths  reported  this  week  include  several  of  London 
chemists,  two  of  them  of  an  exceptionally  pathetic  nature 
(P-  42). 

Irish  drug  contracts  which  have  been  settled  are  reported 
on  p.  37,  and  the  English  contracts  are  printed  in  the 
Coloured  Supplement. 

The  publishers  of  "Secret  Remedies"  suggest  that  pro- 
prietary proprietors  may  alter  their  formulae  to  differ  from 
the  analyses,  which  have  been  proved  to  be  wrong  (p.  38). 

An  Edinburgh  veterinarian  is  suing  a  London  firm  for 
damages  in  connection  with  an  advertisement.  The  use 
of  published  statements  in  advertisements  is  also  the  subject 
of  a  copyright  action  in  London  (p.  40). 

The  Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines  met  on  Thurs- 
day, the  witnesses  examined  being  Mr.  A.  E.  Barclay  and 
Mr.  W.  Rudderham.  The  former  showed  the  incorrectness 
of  the  analysis  of  Johnson's  Sobthing  Syrup  published  in 
"  More  Secret  Remedies,"  and  the  latter  traversed  the 
false  statements  which  have  been  made  to  the  Committee 
regarding  Wincarnis  (pp.  43-45). 

Trade  and  Market  Matters. 


Business  has  suffered  from  the  interruption  of  the  Easter 
holidays,  consequently  few  alterations  have  occurred.  Bal- 
sam Canada,  celery-seed,  and  turpentine  aredearer.  Opium, 
•copaiba,  and  cooper  sulphate  are  firmer.    Arsenic,  berga- 
l  mot  oil,  and  quicksilver  (seconds)  are  cheaper  (p.  59). 
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CORNER  FOR  STUDENTS. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


All  communications  for  this  section  should  be  addressed  thus : 
"  Corner  for  Students,  '  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,'  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C." 


Report  on  March  Analytical  Exercise. 

THE  mineral  distributed  to  students  on  February  26  was 
a  specimen  of  Wavellite  from  Garland  Co.,  Arkansas, 
U.S.A.  Wavellite  was  first  discovered  by  Dr.  Wavel 
(after  whom  it  is  named)  near  Barnstaple  in  Devonshire 
in  the  form  of  a  greenish  crystalline  mass.  It  is  a  hydrous 
aluminium  phosphate,  usually  containing  a  small  propor- 
tion of  fluoride.  Specimens  from  widely  separated 
localities  have  been  found  to  contain  : 
Aluminium  corresponding  to  about  37  per  cent.  AL03 
Phosphorus  ,,  „        35    ,,     ,,  P2Os 

Hydrogen  „  „       27  '  „     „  H=0 

Fluorine,  from  traces  to  about  ...        2    „  ,, 

The  normal  composition  corresponds  approximately  to  the 
formula  4A1P04,  XAl(UH)3+9H:,0.  The  specimen  reduced 
to  powder  for  distribution  to  our  correspondents  contained 
a  fair  amount  of  fluoride  and  was  associated  with  a 
considerable  proportion  of  aluminium  silicate.  It  further 
contained  smaller  quantities  of  iron,  calcium,  magnesium, 
potassium,  and  sodium,  and  a  trace  of  manganese. 

Samples  of  the  mineral  were  distributed  to  forty-eight 
students,  and  nineteen  reports  were  sent  in  for  examina- 
tion. The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  essential  con- 
stituents and  of  the  substances  present  in  smaller  quantities 
were:  (a)  Metallic  radicals:  Aluminium,  4;  iron,  1; 
calcium,  11 ;  magnesium,  5 ;  potassium,  16 ;  sodium,  13. 
(b)  Acid  radicals  :  Phosphoric,  7;  hydrofluoric,  12;  silicic, 
6.  'Eleven  students  failed  to  observe  the  copious  evolution 
of  water  when  the  mineral  was  heated  in  a  dry  test-tube. 

The  distribution  of  a  mineral  as  an  analytical  exercise 
has  brought  our  correspondents  into  contact  with  some 
difficulties  of  a.  type  not  commonly  met  with  in  connection 
with  the  more  familiar  mixtures  of  simple  salts,  and  has 
proved  to  be  a  more  severe  test  of  their  analytical  know- 
ledge and  skill  than  such  mixtures  usually  are.  The  mere 
association  of  aluminium  with  the  phosphoric,  hydrofluoric, 
and  silicic  acid  radicals  was  in  itself  a  fairly  complicated 
matter  to  start  with.  Another  difficulty  arose  from  the 
fact  that  so  many  constituents  were  present  in  relatively 
small  quantity,  and,  in  anticipation  of  this,  each  student 
received  about  24  grains  of  the  mineral  instead  of  the 
usual  15  grains  of  the  mixtures  of  salts.  A  further  diffi- 
culty was  due  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  decomposition 
of  the  mineral  by  treatment  with  the  ordinary  acids,  and 
the  necessity  of  fusing  it  with  alkali-metal  carbonate,  or 
of  employing  some  other  method,  to  effect  a  complete 
decomposition. 

When  a  quantity  of  the  mineral,  reduced  to  impalpable 
powder,  was  boiled  for  twenty  minutes  with  concentrated 
hydrochloric  acid  in  a  beaker  provided  with  a  cover-glass, 
a  considerable  part  of  it  dissolved  and  yielded  a  yellow 
solution,  while  an  insoluble  grey  powder  remained.  A  short 
preliminary  examination  of  the  solution  showed  that  it 
contained  mainly  aluminium  and  iron  and  the  phosphoric- 
acid  radical.  The  residue  was  easily  recognised  to  be  of  a 
siliceous  nature  from  its  behaviour  when  heated  in  beads 
of  microcosmic  salt  and  of  sodium  carbonate,  since  it  gave 
a  silica  "skeleton"  with  the  former  and  caused  brisk 
effervescence  of  carbon  dioxide  in  the  latter.  In  view  of 
the  great  probability  of  difficulty  in  separating  completely 
the  large  quantity  of  aluminium  and  iron  phosphates,  by 
the  ordinary  acetate  method  of  phosphate  separation,  from 
possibly  small  quantities  of  barium-group  metak  or  of 
magnesium  which  might  be  associated  with  these  in  the 
hydrochloric-acid  solution,  it  was  considered  advisable  to 
employ  instead  for  the  more  particular  examination  of  the 
solution  Eeynoso's  tin  method  for  the  removal  of  the 
phosphoric-acid  radical,  which,  although  it  was  employed 
by  only  one  correspondent,  was  peculiarly  applicable  in 
this  case.  The  hydrochloric-acid  solution  was  accordingly 
evaporated  to  dryness  several  times  with  concentrated 


nitric  acid  to  displace  the  chlorine  from  the  chlorides  and 
convert  them  into  nitrates;  concentrated  nitric  acid  was 
again  added,  along  with  a  large  excess  of  granulated  tin, 
and  moderate  heat  was  applied  until  the  tin  was  com- 
pletely oxidised.  The  mixture  was  then  diluted  with 
water  and  filtered  after  settling.  The  filtrate  was  free 
from  the  phosphoric-acid  radical  and  contained  the  various 
metallic  radicals  as  nitrates.  Analysis  of  this  filtrate 
showed  the  presence  of  all  the  metals  already  named  as 
constituents  of  the  mineral.  The  bulky  precipitate  of 
metastannic  acid  and  stannic  phosphate  produced  in  this 
method  is  liable  to  carry  down  small  quantities  of 
aluminium  and  iron  when  present ;  but  since  these  had  been 
detected  already,  this  point  was  not  of  any  consequence 
in  the  present  instance. 

The  Lawrence  Smith  method  of  silicate  decomposition, 
by  heating  with  ammonium  chloride  and  pure  calcium 
carbonate,  was  not  employed  by  any  correspondent  in 
this  analysis,  with  a  view  to  searching  for  potassium  and 
sodium  in  the  mineral.  Indeed,  with  the  exception  of 
applying  the  flame  test  to  the  original  mineral— ^a  test 
which  gave  no  satisfactory  result — scarcely  any  of  our 
correspondents  applied  any  test  for  the  alkali  metals. 

For  the  systematic  examination  for  acid  radicals  a 
quantity  of  the  finely  powdered  mineral  was  fused  with 
sodium  carbonate  in  a  platinum  crucible.  The  fused  mass, 
which  had  a  faint  green  colour,  indicating  the  presence  of 
a  trace  of  manganese,  was'treated  with  cold  water,  when 
the  greater  part  dissolved.  The  residue  insoluble  in  water 
dissolved  slowly,  but  in  the  end  completely,  in  cold  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid.  A  number  of  students  who  got  solu- 
tions of  the  same  kind  as  these  by  similar  means  proceeded 
with  their  analysis  on  the  assumption  that  the  hydro- 
chloric-acid solution  contained  the  metallic  and  the 
aqueous  solution  the  acid  radicals  of  the  mineral.  This 
assumption  was  not  quite  correct,  however,  because,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  arrangement  of  metallic  and  acid 
radicals  in  the  fused  mass,  rearrangement  certainly  took 
place  when  the  mass  was  treated  with  water,  whereby 
aluminium  phosphate,  fluoride,  and  silicate  were  re-formed 
as  insolubles  while  some  sodium  phosphate,  fluoride,  and 
silicate  passed  into  the  aqueous  solution.  The  result  was 
that  both  the  acid  and  the  aqueous  solutions  contained  all 
three  of  the  acid  radicals  just  named,  and  their  presence 
in  the  acid  solution  (which  was  only  observed  by  one 
correspondent,  and  that  only  as  far  as  the  phosphoric-acid 
radical  was  concerned)  gave  rise  to  reactions  which  caused 
some  perplexity  in  one  or  two  cases.  The  distribution  of 
the  different  radicals  in  the  aqueous  and  acid  solutions  no 
doubt  varied  considerably  according  to  whether  the  first 
extraction  of  the  fused  mass  was  carried  out  with  cold  or 
with  boiling  water. 

A  larger  number  than  usual  of  the  failures  to  detect  the 
phosphoric-acid  radical  were  due  to  omission  to  test  for  it. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  point  out  that  analyses  carried 
out  as  if  tbis  radical  were  absent,  when  it  was  really 
present,  were  necessarily  somewhat  imperfect. 

The  failures  to  detect  the  fluoride  were  particularly 
numerous,  despite  the  well-marked  and  characteristic 
appearance  of  "oily  drops,"  observable  on  the  sides  of 
the  test-tube  when  the  mineral  was  heated  with  concern 
trated  sulphuric  acid,  and  the  evolution  of  silicon  fluoride 
in  quantity  sufficient  to  yield  a  distinct  pellicle  of  silicic 
acid  by  interaction  with  a  drop  of  water  held  in  the  tube 
on  a  glass  rod.  The  last  portions  of  the  water  evolve*" 
when  the  mineral  was  heated  in  a  dry  test-tube  were 
slightly  acid  owing  to  the  presence  of  hydrofluoric  acid. 

A  noteworthy  proportion  of  our  correspondents 
described  the  mineral  inexactly  as  "  insoluble  in  hydro- 
chloric acid,"  "in  nitric  acid,"  or  "in  acids,"  solely  be- 
cause it  did  not  dissolve  entirely,  and  without  their  having 
made  any  attempt  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  any  part  of 
it  bad  dissolved.  One  or  two  students  who  described  it 
as  insoluble  in  hydrochloric  acid  reported  further  on  the 
analysis  of  the  hydrochloric-acid  solution  ! 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded 

to 

James  C.  Boyle,  29  Claremont  Street,  Belfast. 
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The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

E.  H.  Collins,  79  Stockwell  Park  Road,  London,  S.W. 

First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a 
price  not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a 
first  prize. 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books 
they  select. 

Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 
1.  Correspondents  who  are  unqualified  : 


J.  C.  Boyle  (1st  prize)  ...  81 
R.  H.  Collins  (2nd  prize)  74 


Hypo 
Thyroid 
Infans 
Niger 
Tolut 
Junior 
Nitrobenzene 


54 
54 
44 
39 
35 
34 
24 


Alpinus    72 

Summer      ...  '    70 

Lithol    69 

C.  C   ...      ...  68 

A.  B.  D.  G.    "   67 

Nomen    59 

,  2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified  : 

Atomic  Theory    ....       ...  62  I  Cobalt   56 

Benzoin   81  I  Gwylm   50 

To  Correspondents. 
James  C.  Boyle. — The  behaviour  of  the  powdered  mineral 
when  heated  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  was  very 
characteristic  of  fluorides,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  you 
did  not  observe  it.  You  should  have  adopted  one  or  other 
of  the  available  methods  for  testing  for  the  presence  of 
potassium  and  "odium.  Your  analysis  was  very  satisfactory 
except  as  regards  the  points  referred  to  here. 

R.  H.  Collins. — Having  obtained  some  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  a  fluoride,  it  is  unfortunate  that  you  did  not 
follow  it  up  to  a  more  accurate  conclusion.  It  is  very 
probable  that  the  solution  to  which  you  applied  the  test  for 
a  fluoride,  upon  the  result  of  which  you  finally  relied, 
contained  little  or  none  of  this  radical :  see  the  general 
remarks.  The  flame-test  should  not  have  been  relied  upon 
exclusively  as  proving  the  presence  or  absence  of  alkali 
metals. 

Alpinus.— When  the  mineral  was  fused  with  pure  sodium 
carbonate  we  failed  to  find  any  trace  of  a  chloride  or  a 
sulphate  in  the  fused  mass ;  hence  we  attribute  to  impuri- 
ties in  the  sodium  carbonate  (or  fusion  mixture)  employed 
the  chloride  and  sulphate  which  you  and  several  other 
correspondents  report.  Note  that  it  was  not  fluorine  that 
was  evolved  when  the  mineral  was  heated  with  concentrated 
sulphuric  acid. 

Lithol  and  Cobalt. — You  do  not  appear  to  have  tested  at 
any  stage  for  a  phosphate. 

C.  C. — You  report  the  presence  of  tin  without  giving  any 
evidence  which  we  have  been  able  to  discover.  Details 
should  have  been  given  regarding  the  examination  for  acid 
radicals  in  the  aqueous  extract  from  the  mass  obtained  by 
fusing  the  mineral  with  sodium  carbonate  and  potassium 
nitrate. 

Hypo. — When  you  added  ammonium  chloride  and  boiled 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  precipitate  of  aluminium  phos- 
phate, should  aluminium  be  present  in  the  alkaline  solu- 
tion under  examination,  it  is  most  likely  that  your  failure 
to  obtain  a  precipitate  was  due  to  the  ammonium  chloride 
not  having  been  added  in  excess.  We  were  not  able  to 
confirm  the  presence  of  the  trace  of  a  carbonate  which  you 
reported. 

Thyroid. — You  refer  to  the  "  solution  of  the  salt  in 
aqua  regia  "  as  if  you  had  found  the  mineral  to  dissolve 
completely  in  that  solvent.  Boiling  the  mineral  with  solu- 
tion of  sodium  carbonate  was  not  very  effective  in  decom- 
posing it  so  as  to  obtain  a  solution  to  be  tested  for  acid 
radicals:  fusion  with  sodium  carbonate  or  fusion  mixture 
is  usually  required  when  dealing  with  minerals  insoluble 
or  only  partially  soluble  in  strong  acids. 

Infans. — Thi6  was  rather  a  stiff  exercise  for  a  beginner : 
but  practice  and  perseverance  at  analysis  will  accomplish 
much.  It  is  not  appropriate  to  associate  charcoal  with 
sodium  carbonate  and  potassium  nitrate  in  fusing  insoluble 
substances.  We  do  not  know  how  you  got  a  reaction  with 
hydrogen  sulphide  which_  led  you  to  conclude  that  bismuth 
was  present.  Some  preliminary  dry-way  tests  would  have 
been  useful. 

Niger.-— In  testing  for  aluminium  phosphate  in  the  hydro- 
chloric-acid solution  of  the  residue  insoluble  in  water  after 
fusion  with  fusion  mixture,  you  apparently  added  too  little 
ammonium  acetate  to  ensure  its  precipitation.  The  pre- 
sence of  the  phosphoric-acid  radical  in  this  solution  evident"- 
puzzled  you  :  you  will  find  the  explanation  in  the  general 
remarks.    Wc  regret  that  the  large  amount  of  careful  work 


which  your  report  proves  that  you  carried  out  did  not 
reveal  to  you  more  accurately  the  composition  of  the 
mineral,  but  we  advise  you  not  to  be  discouraged  by  what 
is  perhaps  your  first  attempt  at  a  mineral. 

Toltjt. — You  consistently  describe  the  mineral  as  an 
"alloy,"  and,  from  the  fact  that  you  did  not  attempt  any 
examination  for  acid  radicals,  it  is  probable  that  .the 
illusion  persisted  to  the  end  of  your  analysis. 

Junior. — The  test  for  potassium  by  means  of  tartaric 
acid  is  not  sufficiently  delicate  to  detect  a  quantity  so  small 
as  that  present  in  your  solution.  Read  the  first  part  of 
the  reply  to  "  Alpinus." 

Nitrobenzene. — Your  failure  to  detect  the  phosphoric-acid 
radical  was  most  likely  due  to  your  having  applied  the 
ammonium-molybdate  test  to  a  solution  containing  too  much 
hydrochloric  acid.  A  porcelain  crucible  was  not  an  appro- 
priate piece  of  apparatus  in  which  to  carry  Out  a  fusion 
with  fusion  mixture,  since'  the  glaze  of  the.  porcelain  was 
certain  to  be  attacked  and  to  yield  some  of  its  constituents 
to  the  fused  mas6. 

Atomic  Theory. — You  were  not  justified  in  concluding 
that  the  filtrate  from  Group  III.  need  not  be  tested  for 
metals  of  the  barium  group  and  for  magnesium,  without 
ascertaining  whether  or  not  it  contained  the  phosphoric- 
acid  radical.  When  precipitating  Group  III.  by  means  of 
ammonia,  the  iron  and  aluminium  present  may  be  more 
than  enough  to  unite  with  all  the  phosphoric-acid  radical, 
in  which  case  barium-group  metals  and  magnesium  will 
pass,  practicallv  completely,  into  the  filtrate.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  phosphoric-acid  radical  is  present  in  excess, 
the  filtrate  will  be  practically  free  from  any  of  these  metals. 
Whether  they  are  present  in  or  absent  from  the  filtrate 
thus  depends  upon  the  proportion  of  the  phosphoric-acid 
radical  originally  present.  The  results  of  our  tests  for 
silicon  fluoride  in  the  gas  evolved  when  the  mineral  was 
heated  with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  did  not  agree  with 
yours,  since  we  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  precipitate 
of  silicic  acid  when  the  gas  was  brought  into  contact  with 
water.  It  will  not  do  to  conclude  from  the  relative  density 
of  a  mineral  as  to  whether  or  not  it  contains  barium. 

Benzoin. — We  were  not  able  to  get  any  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  an  arsenate. 

Gwylm. — Fusions  with  fusion  mixture  should  not  be  carried 
out  in  porcelain  (see  the  latter  part  of  the  reply  to  "  Nitro- 
benzene"), and  sodium  peroxide  must  not  be  used  in  fusions 
in  platinum. 

The  Tournament. 

The  inclusion  of  this  month's  marks  in  the  aggregate 
scores  of  those  students  who  have  sent  in  reports  upon 
all  of  the  five  tournament  exercises  to  date  has  made  little 
change  upon  the  relative  positions  of  the  competitors 
nearest  the  top,  except  that  we  note,  with  regret,  the 
disappearance  from  the  contest  of  the  competitor  who  had 
the  highest  aggregate  a  month  ago.  We  append  the  present 
scores  of  the  six  leading  competitors,  among  whom  it  is 
reasonable  to  expect  that  the  prizewinners  will  be  found  : 

Benzoin    430    Lithol       ...   398 

C.  C  417    Smilax      ...       ...       ...  387 

Cobalt    404  I  Nomen   359 


Synthetic  Sentences. 

Coined  from  words  selected  from  the  advertisements  in  the 
"  C.  &  D.  Diary,  7913,"  and  sent  in  competition  for  six 
half -guineas. 


It  is  essential  to  specialise  in  order  to  make  a  reputation 
for  distinctive  success  in  pharmacy. — W.  E.  Cropper  (Scun- 
thorpe, Lines). 

Why  not  "cod-liver  oil,"  nourishes  and  builds  up  the 
body,  which  fact  is  apparent  and  no  creature  can  ignore. — 
Farid  Elias  Hcncin  (Mansurah,  Egypt). 

Look  '  Mr.  Chemist  use  Wellcome  drugs  and  chemicals 
in  your  pharmacy  for  standard  accuracy  and  reputation  — 
A.  Rajamantri  (Nuwara  Eliya,  Ceylon). 

Itrosyl,  supplied  in  tubes  like  ethyl  chloride,  spiritus 
aetheris  nitrosi,  could  be  made  fresh  when  wanted. — Dr. 
John  Hurley  (Little  Falls,  N.Y.). 

The  pharmacist  will  convince  doctors,  and  the  public, 
of  his  accuracy  and  efficiency  in  dispensing  prescriptions. — 
W.  J.  Davis  (Bristol). 

Progressive  chemists  make  extra  profit  by  the  invaluable 
information  supplied  in  the  leaves  of  the  Diary. — F.  J. 
Janes  (Aylesbury). 

The  progressive  pharmacist  must  study  the  pages  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  to  increase  his  sales. — John  Eunson, 
jun.  (Biggar). 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS, 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  itec 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Brevities. 

The  window  of  the  drug-store  of  Mr.  M.  W.  Tweddell, 
Ellison  Street,  Jarrow,  was  smashed  during  the  Easter 
gales  by  a  hand-cart  blown  across  the  street. 

Considerable  alterations  are  to  be  carried  out  at  the  pre- 
mises of  Parke's  Drug-stores  in  George  Street,  Richmond- 
on-Thames.  The  Town  Council  is  to  pay  150?.  towards 
the  expenses  of  setting  back  the  projecting  shop-front. 

A  movement  is  on  foot,  supported  by  the  British 
Weights  and  Measures  Association,  to  secure  the  adop- 
tion of  the  thousandweight  and  the  cental  as  major 
standards  in  place  of  the  ton  and  the  hundredweight. 

Two  Lancashire  medical  officers  (Dr.  Robinson,  Burnley, 
and  Dr.  Millar,  Nelson)  call  attention  in  their  annual 
reports  to  the  extraordinary  persistency  with  which  poorer- 
class  mothers  cling  to  the  use  of  long-tube  feeding-bottles 
and  dummy  teats. 

The  rota  at  Chesterfield  for  urgent  medicines  in  force 
during  the  past  three  months  worked  very  satisfactorily 
during  the  Easter  holidays.  "  Autolycus,"  in  the  "  Derby- 
shire Courier "  for  March  22,  points  out  that  the  local 
chemists  were  pioneers  of  this  system,  and  commends  it 
to  the  notice  of  other  traders. 

The  fourteenth  production  of  the  Rhyl  Dramatic  Society, 
in  aid  of  various  deserving  objects,  was  given  in  the 
Rhyl  Pavilion  on  March  20,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Percy  J.  Ashfield,  pharmacist.  The  play  was  the  popular 
musical  comedy,  "The  Second  in  Command."  Mr.  Ash- 
field skilfully  played  the  part  of  Major  Bingham. 

Fire  broke  out  in  the  cellar  of  the  shop  occupied  by 
Messrs.  Dodd  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  44  King  Street, 
Huddersfield,  on  March  24.  The  floor  had  to  be  broken 
through  to  get  at  the  fire  which  was  quickly  put  out  by 
the  fire  brigade.  Fortunately  the  contents  of  the  cellar 
consisted  mainly  of  "  empties."  The  slight  damage  is 
covered  by  insurance.  The  cause  of  the  fire  is  not  known. 
The  Substitution  Campaign. 

Following  up  the  discussion  at  the  Aldwych  Club  on 
substitution  in  trade  (see  C.  &  D.,  March  22,  index 
folio  449),  we  learn  that  a  meeting  of  proprietors  of 
proprietary  articles  was  held  on  March  22,  when  it  was 
suggested  that  legislative  action  should  be  taken  on  the 
following  lines  : 

;  (1)  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  vendor  to  pretend  he  has 
a  knowledge  of  the  composition  of  a  definite. .  proprietary 
article,  and  can  supply  a  substitute  "  of  same  composition 
at  a  lower  price." 

(2)  Legislation  similar  to  that  of  the  Pure  Food  Acts. 
No  indication  is  given  as  to  how  the  legislation  is  to  be 
initiated,  or  what  the  Acts  referred  to  are. 

Post-graduate  Lectures. 

The  third  and  last  of  the  series  of  post-graduate  lectures 
on  microbiology  and  pathological  chemistry  and  microscopy 
in  relation  to  the  pharmacists,  which  Dr.  R.  T.  Hewlett 
has  been  delivering  to  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society,  was  given  on  March  19.  The  first  part 
dealt  with  vaccines,  and  then  were  shown  on  the  screen 
various  photo-micrographs  of  bacteria.  In  regard  to  the 
suggestion  that  bacteriology  should  be  a  subject  for 
examination  for  pharmaceutical  chemists,  the  lecturer  sug- 
gested that  a  course  of  twenty  lessons  of  three  hours  each 
should  be  required,  the  time  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
botany  course.  Systematic  botany  could  be  altered  to 
general  biology,  so  as  to  include  animal  forms  as  well 
as  vegetable  ones.  A  post-graduate  course  was  also  out-' 
lined.  This  is  designed  to  fit  a  pharmaceutical  chemist 
to  undertake  for  doctors  examinations  of  the  secretions. 
The  President  (Mr.  C.  B.  Allen),  Vice-President  (Mr.  E 
White),  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble  spoke  appreciatively  of 
the  course  of  lectures  which  Dr.  Hewlett  had  delivered. 

Chemists  as  Sub-Postmasters. 
,  The    National    Federation    of    Sub-Postmasters'  Con- 
ference   was  held  at  Exeter  on  Easter  Monday,  some- 


chemists  being  among  the  delegates.  The  low  scale  of 
pay  for  Insurance  work,  and  various  duties  for  which 
little  or  no  pay  is  received,  were  the  main  items  of  dis- 
cussion, and  the  Executive  of  the  Federation  is  endeavour- 
ing to  improve  the  scale.  At  the  Conference  dinner,  held 
in  the  Rougemont  Hotel  in  the  evening,  Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell, 
Chairman  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on. 
Insurance,  was  among  the  guests,  and  Messrs.  Herbert 
Knott  (Bolton)  and  A.  Laidlaw  (Glasgow),  pharmacists, 
were  also  present. 

Shops  Act. 

The  Surrey  County  Council  has  issued  an  order  for 
chemists  at  Surbiton  to  close  at  1  p.m.  on  Wednesdays. 

The  Carnarvonshire  County  Council  has  referred  an 
application  from  the  chemists  of  Llandudno  for  a  sus- 
pension order  during  June,  July,  August,  and  September 
as  an  alternative  to  an  application  for  an  exemption  order, 
coupled  with  a  closing  order  for  eight  months,  to  the  Shops 
Committee. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Dinner. 

The  thirty-sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association  is  to  be  held  on  Thursday,  April  3. 
The  committee  have  engaged  the  King's  Hall  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  and  the  function  promises  to  be  as 
popular  as  ever.  Mr.  A.  R.  Arrowsmith  (4  Stratford 
Place,  Oxford  Street,  W.)  is  Hon.  Secretary,  and  a  good 
band  of  stewards  is  working  with  him  to  maintain  the 
dinner  as  the  principal  annual  dinner  for  chemists  of  the 
London  winter  session.  It  is  important  that  applications 
for  tickets  should  be  made  without  delay. 

The  Public  Weal. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  appointed  over- 
seers of  the  poor  : 

Mr.  G.  S.  Ball,  Ph.C,  of  Albert  Terrace,  Weston-super- 
Mare. 

Mr.  J.  Wynne  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  Wrexham 
Street,  Mold. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Robinson,  J. P.,  manufacturing  chemist,  Mayor 
of  Chesterfield. 

The  following,  connected  with  the  drug  and  chemical 
trades,  have  been  elected  to  serve  on  local  governing 
bodies  : 

Mr.  W.  P.  Robinson,  J.P.,  to  the  Chesterfield  Board  of 
Guardians. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lake,  Ph.C,  to  the  Exeter  Board  of 
Guardians.  .   '  •_ 

Mr.  R.  Gledhill,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  the  Dewsbury. 
Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Harris,  chemist  and  druggist,  Canterbury,  to 
the  Harbledown  Parish  Council. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Campkin,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  the  Cam- 
bridge Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  J.  Woodhead,  manufacturing  chemist,  to  the 
Slaithwaite  LTrban  District  Council.    .  .  ... 

Manchester  Notes. 

The  City  Council  on  March  19  decided  to  increase  the 
salary  of  Dr.  Niven,  the  medical  officer  of  health,  from 
1,0507.  to  1,200Z.,  and  that  of  the  City  Coroner  (Mr.  E.  A. 
Gibson)  from  l,OO0Z.  to  1,100Z. 

March  22  was  the  last  day  on  which  the  voting-papers 
re  the  closing  order  for  chemists  had  to  be  returned. 
The  majority  seem  to  favour  exemption,  owing  to  the 
uncertain  position  in  which  they  would  be  placed  if  a 
half-day  order  were  made.  The  Retail  Traders'  Associa- 
tion circularised  chemists,  urging  them  to  vote  in  favour 
of  exemption.  They  pointed  out  that  otherwise  grocers, 
who  have  already  obtained  exemption,  would  be  in  a  more 
favourable  position.  This  was  in  some  cases  followed  up 
by  a  personal  visit.  Our  correspondent  says  there  appears 
to  be  very  little  chance  of  an  order  being  made. 

Prom  Various  Colli  is 

At  Worcester  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  Alfred 
West  (38),  described  as  a  chemist,  of  Abbot's  Lodging- 
house,  Lich  Street,  was  fined  5s.  for  begging. 

At  Tower  Bridge  Police  Court  on  March  19,  the 
Union  des  Beurreries  de  France,  Tooley  Street,  London, 
S.E.,  were  summoned  by  the  Bermondsey  Borough 
Council  for  selling  butter  containing  fluorides  equal  to 
0.21  per  cent,  of  sodium  fluoride.  For  the  defendants  it 
was  stated  that  they  used  this  preservative  accidentally; 
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.and  in  ignorance,  it  being  supplied  to  them  in  error.  It 
-was  intended  for  a  firm  in  Holland,  where,  apparently, 
the  law  is  different.  The  summons  was  dismissed  on  pay- 
ment of  ten  guineas  costs. 

At  Leicester  Police  Court  on  March  19,  William  Hall, 
described  as  a  photographer,  Abbey  Gate,  Leicester,  was 
fined  40s.,  and  costs,  or  in  default  to  undergo  one 
month's  imprisonment,  for  selling  a  patent  medicine 
without  a  Revenue  stamp.  It  was  stated  that  defendant, 
who  had  taken  out  a  patent-medicine  licence,  was 
written  to  by  a  Revenue  officer  named  Court  for  a  shilling 
'box  of  "  family  ointment."  This  was  supplied  in  a  pack- 
age bearing  no  Revenue  stamp  or  label.  At  the  same  time 
Court  was  advised  to  buy  the  2s.  6d.  size.  Defendant 
stated  the  business  was  transacted  by  his  wife  without 
'his  authority. 

At  the  South-Western  Police  Court  on  March  22, 
Isidore  Zeifert,  trading  as  Darch  &  Co.  at  Temperance 
Buildings,  Coldharbour  Lane,  Brixton ;  Thomas  Stephen 
Clay,  warehouseman,  Parkham  Street,  Battersea ;  and 
-James  Francis  Foster,  counterman,  Birkenhead  Road, 
Enfield,  were  charged,  on  remand,  the  two  latter  with 
stealing  chemicals  to  the  value  of  over  500?.,  the  property 
■  of  Messrs.  May  &  Baker,  Ltd.,  chemical  manufacturers, 
Battersea.  The  man  Zeifert  was  charged  with  feloni- 
ously receiving  the  materials.  It  is  alleged  that 
-Clay  and  Foster,  formerly  in  the  service  of  the  prose- 
cutors, supplied  Zeifert  with  santonin,  etc.,  for  trifling 
•sums.  (0.  &  D.,  March  8,  index  folio  361.)  On  the  ap- 
plication of  the  police  another  remand  was  directed. 

[Messrs.  May  &  Baker,  Ltd.,  ask  us  to  state  that  con- 
-siderable  assistance  would  be  rendered  in  proceeding  against 
•the  above  if  members  of  the  drug  trade  would  inform  them 
of  any  offers  or  sales  of  santonin,  morphine,  bismuth,  mer- 
icurials,  etc.,  of  which  they  are  cognisant  made  by  Zeifert, 
•or  by  him  as  Darch  &  Co.] 


IRISH  NEWS. 


"When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

A  little  excitement  was  caused  in  the  establishment  of 
Mr.  T.  J.  Rainey,  Ph.C.,  Strand,  Londonderry,  the  other 
•evening,  by  the  overturning  of  an  oil-stove  and  ignition 
•of  the  oil.    Fortunately  the  fire  was  easily  extinguished. 

Captain  C.  Taylour  Conyngham,  Royal  Army 
Medical   Corps,  son   of   Mr.  Henry    Conyngham,  Ph.C. 

■  (Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson,  Ltd.),  Dublin,  has  passed 
the  Primary  Fellowship  examination  of  the  Royal  College 

■  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland. 

Insurance  Medical  Benefit  Inquiry. 
The  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
has  received  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

'■Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  advisability  of 
■extending  Medical  Benefit  under  the  National  Insurance 
Act  to  Ireland,  inviting  a  representative  of  the  Society 

.'to  give  evidence  at  a  public  sitting  of  the  Committee  to 
be  held  in  Dublin  on  Thursday,  March  27.  A  meeting 
of  the  Law  Committee  of  the  Society  was  summoned  for 
Tuesday,  March  25,  to  consider  the  matter  and  to  decide 
on  the  nature  of  the  evidence  to  be  submitted  on  behalf  of 

?the  Society.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Law  Committee  the 
Vice-President  was  asked  to  act  as  the  one  witness  which 
the  Committee  requested  the  Society  to  nominate,  and  the 
lines  of  the  evidence  to  be  given  by -him  were  discussed 

■  and  agreed  to.  A  deputation  from  the  Dublin  Retail  Drug 
Association  was  received.  The,  members  of  this  were 
informed  of  the  proposals  which  had  been  drawn  up  by 
the  Committee,  and  they  approved  of  them.  ■ 

On  the  same  day  Lord  Ashby  St.  Ledger  presided  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  held  at  the  Shel- 
TDOurne  Hotel,  Dublin,  -when  evidence  was  given  by  Dr. 
M.  A.  McCurdy  (Derry)  in  regard  to  club  practice  which 
lie  has  done,  and  in  the  course  of  this  he  mentioned  that 
lie  never  dispenses  medicines,  but  writes  prescriptions 
for  chemists  to  dispense.  Dr.  O'Sullivan  (Limerick),  Dr. 
E.  W.  Allsom  (Cork),  Dr.  T.  A.  Davidson  (Belfast),  Dr. 
-John  O'Sullivan  (Waterford),  and  Dr.  Garland  (Dublin) 


followed  on  similar  lines.  The  last-named  stated  that  if 
Medical  Benefit  is  extended  to  Ireland  they  will  get  100 
doctors  in  Dublin  to  go  on  the  panel;  this,  doubtless,, 
referring  to  the  supposition  that  the  benefit  will  be 
extended  to  the  six  large  cities  only — Belfast,  Cork,  Derry, 
Dublin,  Limerick,  and  Waterford. 

In  his  evidence  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  D.  M.  Watson,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  submitted  the 
following  as  the  cardinal  principles  for  the  compounding 
and  dispensing  of  medicines  in  the  event  of  Medical  Benefit 
being  extended  to  Ireland  : 

(a)  That  the  dispensing  contemplated  under  the  Bill 
should  be  done  under  the  direct  supervision  of  a  pharmacist. 

(b)  That  no  agreement  for  the  supply  of  medicines  for 
insured  persons  should  be  made,  except  with  a  person  or 
firm  entitled  to  carry  on  the  statutory  business  of  a  phar- 
maceutical chemist. 

(c)  That  the  control  of  medical  and  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vices to  insured  persons  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittees (subject  to  regulations  passed  by  the  Commissioners), 
and  not  under  the  control  of  Friendly  Societies. 

(d)  That  pharmacy  should  be  represented  on  the  Health 
Committees  and  on  the  Advisory  Committee,  or  the  Insur- 
ance Commission. 

(e)  That  remuneration  should  be  by  a  scale  system,  and 
not  upon  a  per  capita  basis. 

(/)  That  a  panel  of  all  qualified  pharmacists  in  a  particular 
district  willing  to  arrange  for  a  supply  of  medicines  to 
insured  persons  at  the  scale  rate  should  be  set  up,  so  that 
the  insured  person  could,  within  the  limit  of  the  panel, 
choose  his  own  pharmacist. 

(fir)  That  pharmaceutical  benefits  should  not  be  extended 
to  persons  earning  more  than,  say,  104Z.  per  annum. 
These  principles  are  substantially  the  same  as  have  been 
given  effect  to  in  Great  Britain,  except  the  last.  It  is  also 
proposed  that  a  tariff  for  all  Ireland  should  also  be  drawn 
up  when  the  time  comes.  , . 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Dublin  Retail  Drug  Association 
was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street 
to  consider  the  operations  of  Medical  Benefit,  if  it  should 
be- brought  into  force  in  Ireland. 

Dispensers'  Salaries. 

The  Finance  Committee  of  Belfast  Board  of  Guardians 
have  brought  in  a  series  of  recommendations  with  refer- 
ence to  their  dispensers  or  apothecaries.  The  most 
important  is  that  the  scale  of  salary,  for' the  office  of 
apothecary  of  a  dispensary  be  120?.  minimum,  r.'sing  by 
increments  of  10Z.  every  four  years  to  a  maximum  salary 
of  1502.  .per  annum.  They  also  recommend  that  the  office 
of  apothecary  of  the  workhouse,  which  has  hitherto:  been 
occupied  by  an  indoor  officer,  be  made  outdoor.  Increases 
and  bonuses  are  recommended  to  various  apothecaries. 
Drugs  and  Surgical  Appliances  Contracts. 

Mr.  Roden  Johnston,  Ph.C,  Dowrapatrick,  has  been 
appointed  contractor  for  the  supply  of  medicines,  dressings, 
etc.,  to  the  Down  County  Infirmary,  and  also  to  the  Down 
District  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  following  additional  tenders  have  been  accepted 
by  Boards  of  Guardians  for  the  supply  of  medicines  and 
surgical  appliances  for  the  ensuing  year  : 


Ballymahon  .. 
Castleblayney 
Cavmi  ... 
Celbridge 
Claremoiris  .. 
Cootehill 
Dungarvan  .. 
Ennistymon  .. 
Lismore 

Millstreet 

Rathkeale 
Strokestown  .. 

Tuam  

Tubbercurry  .. 


Medicines 


Boileau  & 
Boileau  & 
Boileau  & 
Boileau  & 
Boileau  & 
Boileau  & 
Boileau  & 
Boileau  & 
Boileau  & 


Boyd 

Boyd,  281% 
Boyd.  2*1% 
Koyd,  2  i  X 
B-.yd.  28|% 
Boyd.  28  J  % 
Boyd,  31% 
Boyd,  25% 
Boyd,  281% 


Cork  Chemical  and 

Drug  Co.,2^% 
Boileau  &  Boyd 
Boileau  &  Boyd.  25*  % 
Boileau  &  Boyd.  28 1% 
Buyers  &  Co.,  25% 


Surgical  Appliances 


B.  Clarke  &  Co..  33J% 
Connor  &  Sons.  35% 
Fannin  &  Co..  33|%  i 
\damson  &  Co..  35%  , 
Connor  k  Sons,  , 
Sumner  &  Co.,  33j% 
Sumner  &  Co.,  33  J  % 
Cork  Chemical  and 

Drug  Co.,  334% 
Same  contractors,  33 £  % 

S»me  contractors 
Boileau  &  Boyd,  33 J  % 
Same  contractors.  33i% 
Adamson  &  Co.,  324 % 


Messrs.  Sumner  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  tendered  for  the 
supply  of  medical  and  surgical  appliances  to  the  New 
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Ross  Guardians  at  33g  per  cent,  discount ;  Messrs.  Smith 
&  Sheppard  at  27  per  cent.  ;  and  Messrs.  Fannin  ,&  Co. 
at  31  per  cent.  •  The  Clerk  said  Messrs.  Fannin  &  Co. 
were  the  old  contractors,  and  that  the.  difference  in  a  year 
between  Messrs.  Fannin's,  tender  and  that  of  Messrs.. 
Sumner  would  be  4/.  it  was  agreed  to  give  the  contract 
to  Messrs.  Fannin  &  Co.  The  tender  for  medicines  was 
given  to  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd  at  28§  per  cent. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Personal. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Laing,  chemist,  Lerwick,  and  Mr.  A.  A. 
Porteous,  chemist,  Lerwick,  have  been  appointed 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Orkney  and 
Shetland. 

Edinburgh. 

Councillor  William  Inman  has  been  elected  Chairman 
of  Morningside  Unionist  Club. 

Allegations  regarding  "the  Insurance  quality  of 
drugs  "  are  still  finding  their  way  into  local  newspapers, 
but  pharmacists  now  ignore  them. 

It  is  stated  that  •  nearly  23,000  insured  persons, 
25  per  cent,  of  the  total  numoer  in  Edinburgh,  have  not 
as  yet  selected  a  doctor  from  the  panel. 

At  Chancelot  Park,  on  Wednesday,  March  19,  a 
football  match  was  played  between  the  teams  "  Leith 
Shop  Assistants  "  and  "Edinburgh  Pharmacy."  Result  : 
"Leith  Shop  Assistants,"  6  goals;  "Edinburgh  Phar- 
macy," nil. 

fllangow  anri  the  Wost 
Mr.    Hugh  McBeth,    chemist  and   druggist,   late  of 
Messrs.  Shields,  Ltd.,  Dundas  Street,  Glasgow,  has  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account  at  Tarbolton,  Ayr- 
shire. 

The  Town  Council  of  Ayr.  have  granted  a  closing  order 
to  the  chemists  in  the  burgh,  which  provides  for  the 
closing  of  places  of  business  at  one  o'clock  on.  Wednesday 
afternoons,  10  p.m.  on  Saturdays,  and  8  p.m.  on  other 
nights.  The  order  now  awaits  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland. 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  has  confirmed  the  Glasgow 
chemists'  half-holiday  closing  order.  The  Council  of  the 
Glasgow  Chemists'  Association  have  arranged  with  the. 
Town  Clerk  that  attendance  may  be  given  on  public  holi- 
days from  10  till  11  a.m.  and  6  till  8  p.m.  on  the  strict 
understanding  that  only  medicines,  etc.,  required  in  cases 
of  illness  are  supplied. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 

Military  Pharmacists. — At  the  annual  general  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  of  Pharmacists  cf  the  Reserve  and 
Territorial  Forces,  held  at  the  Cercle  Militaire,  Paris,  a 
satisfactory  balance-sheet  -  was  submitted  and  a  pro- 
gressive membership  (now  450)  reported.  The  feature  of 
the  gathering  was  an.  address  by  M.  Jalade,  pharmacist- 
major,  on  "  The  New  Organisation  of  Medicaments  and 
Pharmaceutical  Supplies  for  Field  Service."  In  the 
evening  M.  Cazeneuve  presided  at  a  dinner  of  the 
members. 

The  Mystic  Touch. — A  certain  Mme.  Lalloz  has  been 
prominently  before  the  French  Law  Courts  during  th>3 
past  three  years  on  a  charge  of  illegally  practising  the 
healing  art.  She  has  been  twice  condemned  as  a 
"  quack,"  but  has  just  obtained  a  judgment  in  her  favour 
on  the  ground  that  she  neither  sells,  uses,  nor  recommends 
drugs  or  medicines.  She  pretends  to  wish  to  remain  poor 
kind  as  far  as  possible  to  pass  unnoticed, ;  but  has  chal- 
lenged the  Paris  Faculty  of  Medicine  to  let  her  try  her 
skill  on  a  subject  condemned  as  incurable  by  the  doctors. 
Mme.'  Lalloz's  skill  is  supposed  ,  to  consist  in  the  magical 
or  mystic  "  touch." 


A  Pharmacist  and  .his  Mosey. — After  spending  the- 
best  part  of  one's  life  behind  a  pharmacy  counter,  sell- 
ing one's  business  and  receiving  6C0Z.  cash  down,  it  is 
excusable,  but  possibly  imprudent,  to  "  make  a  night  of 
it"  before  quitting  Paris  for  the  peaceful  precincts  of  a. 
provincial  property.  The  pharmacist  in  question  met,  in 
a  boulevard  cafe,  a  gentleman  of  engaging  manners,  who. 
explained  that  he  was  Minister  Plenipotentiary  in  the- 
Republic  of  Guatemala.  The  frankest  cordiality  reigned 
between  the  diplomat  and  the  pharmacist'  for  some  ten 
minutes,  after  which  the  Guatemalan  dignitary  made 
some  excuse  for  a  temporary  absence,  and  failed  to- 
return.  Then  the  pharmacist  noticed  that  his  pocket- 
book  containing  the  price  of  his  pharmacy  had  likewise- 
disappeared.  He  had,  as  the  immortal  bard  puts  it, 
"lost  both  gold  and  friends."  He  is  still  searching  for- 
both,  feeling  convinced  that  they  left,  him  at  the  same- 
moment. 

The  Elusive  Tariff. — Paris,  like  most  large  French, 
towns  (Lyons  being  an  honourable  exception),  raises  large 
sums  for  municipal  purposes  by  levying  "octroi,"  or  town 
dues,  on  various  articles.  The  question  of  payment  of 
"  octroi "  on  Japanese  vegetable-wax  came  up  for  dis- 
cussion at  the  last  meeting  of  the .  Paris  Wholesale- 
Druggists'  Association.  The  president  read  a  letter  from 
the  Municipal  Administration  stating  that  the  rate  on 
this  wax'  is  "24  francs  per .  100  kilos.  Article  76  of 
Tariff."  The  interesting .  point  is  that  a  tariff  exists. 
"  No  one,"  the  president  remarked,  "  has  ever  been  able 
to  see  it,  but  it  appears  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the- 
officials  who  are  stationed  at  the  railway  termini  and 
gates  of  the  city  to  collect  the  dues..  You  should  not 
rest  until  you  obtain  a  copy."  I  can  confirm  this  to. 
some  extent  by  personal  experience.  Having  to  find  out 
lately  if  certain  goods  pay  "octroi"  in  a  suburb  of 
Paris,  I  went  to  the  town  hall  to  see  the  tariff.  I  was- 
advised  to  go  to  the  little  hut  or  box  at  the  "  barrier." 
where  these  greenclad  modern  Matthews  sit  at  the  receipt 
of  custom,  and  there  I  obtained  the  information  from  the- 
official.  He  did  not  deign  to  show  me  a  tariff,  so  I. 
cannot  say  if  it  is  manuscript  or  printed. 


OUR  AMERICAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "C.  &  D.") 


Disastrous  Floods.— Great  floods  have  swept  over  Ohio' 
and  Indiana,  causing  the  death  of  3,000  persons  and  the- 
loss  of  property  valued  at  5,000,000/.  In  Dayton  the  loss  of 
life  exceeds  1,000.  but  the  hugo  factory  of  the  National  Cash 
Register  Co.,  being  on  rising  ground,  has  escaped  the 
floods,  and  is  being  used  as  a  centre  of  the  relief  operations. 

Antl-Narcotlcs.— At  the  March  meeting  of  the  City  of 
Washington  Branch  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation, Mr.  M.  I.  Wilbert  read  a  paper  in  which  he  showed 
the  extent  to  which  anti-narcotic  legislation  has  advanced, 
in  the  United  States.  He  described  the  Harrison  Bill,  and 
submitted  statistics  showing  that  1,170,000  kilos.  (22,722  cases)' 
of  coca-leaves  are  produced  in  Java,  and  of  this  quantity 
179,540  lb.,  representing  approximately  10  tons  of  cocaine, 
or  one-half  the  product,  is  used  in  the  United  States.  La- 
the course  of  the  discussion,  Dr.  Alsberg,  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Chemistry,  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  a  Bill 
covering  the  sale  of  cocaine  solely,  and  another  Bill  for 
other  habit-forming  drugs  would  satisfy  him.  He  desired 
statistics  of  a  definite  character  showing  what  becomes  of 
narcotic  drugs — i.e.,  what „ part  is  legitimately  used,  and 
what  per  centum  is  illegitimately  used. 


"  The  Chemist-Oftician  "  is  the  first  book  which  chemists 
should  read  who  want  to  know  how  to  make  money  off 
spectacles  and  eyeglasses.  Published  at  4.s.  (by  post  4s.  3cZ.)r 
can  be  obtained  from  the  C.  <0  D.  Offices  in  London  or 
Melbourne,  and  from  the  wholesale  and  sundries  houses- 
at  the  published  price. 

Ingenuous  ! — The  "  British  Medical .  Journal  "  refers  to. 
the  republication  of  the. contents  of  "  Seoret  Remedies  "  and' 
"More  Secret  Remedies  "  by  the  Australian  Government, 
and  the  doubts  which  have  been  thrown  on  the  correotness- 
o,f  the  analyses  there  given  of  proprietary  medicines.  It'  is- 
stated  that  the  formula?  published  in  the  book  have  not  been* 
altered,  "  but  that  it  was  not.  unreasonable  to  suppose  thafr 
the  manufacturers  might  themselves  alter  the  formulae." 
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COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  NEWS, 


Cardamom  Cultivation. — In  the  course  of  the 
.-annual  report  on  the  administration  of  Coorg  for  1911-12 
it  is  stated  that  cardamom  cultivation  is  gradually 
spreading  under  the  influence  of  the  improved  market 
value ;  the  total  area  is,  however,  scarcely  2,000  acres. 

Personal.— Mr.  H.  B.  Tilden,  of  Messrs.  E.  Plomer 
&  Co.,  Lahore,  has  been  appointed  Indian  representa- 
tive of  Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  of  Stratford.— Mr. 
Charles  W.  "White,  the  doyen  of  drug  travellers  in 
India  and  the  Far  East,  has  been  seriously  ill,  but  the 
latest  intelligence  (March  5)  from  Bombay  reports  an 
improvement  in  his  condition. 

Patent-medicine  Act  Amendment  Bill. — This  Bill, 
which  is  expected  to  be  brought  before  the  Canadian 
Parliament  this  Session,  will,  it  is  stated,  extend  the  scope 
•of  the  present  Act  to  external  remedies  and  require  a 
registration  number  for  each  preparation,  instead  of  as  at 
present  one  number  for  each  manufacturer.  The  difficulty 
in  regard  to  the  provision  of  funds  is  the  reason  for  the 
[last-mentioned  change. 

Linalol  from  Shu  Yu  Oil. — Since  the  discovery  of 
linalol  by  the  Camphor  Monopoly  Bureau  last  year,  several 
methods  regarding  its  manufacture  from  shu  yu  oil  have 
ibeen  investigated,  write6  a  Yokohama  correspondent.  It 
is  stated  that  the  pure  product  has  recently  been  exported 
to  London  for  trial,  and  has  met  with  a  good  reception 

•  among  essence-makers  in  consequence  of  its  purity  and 
cheapness.    The  demand  in  that  direction  is  fairly  good, 

•  and  the  Monopoly  Bureau  are  now  extending  their  factory 
with  the  intention  of  producing  the  oil  on  a  larger  scale 
■  and  at  a  lower  price  than  the  Mexican  linalol  oil. 

The  Use  of  the  Telephone  as  a  means  of  eommunica-' 
vtion  between  the  doctor  and  the  pharmacist  is,  as  far  as 
prescriptions  are  concerned,  deprecated  by  the  authorities 
"in  several  Continental  countries.  Its  increasing  use  has, 
however,  led  the  medical  and  pharmaceutical  associations 
•of  Copenhagen  to  approach  the  Danish  Board  of  Health 
on  this  subject,  and  as  a  result  the  Board  has  requested 
the  Danish  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  consider  the  matter, 
•especially  as  to  providing  safeguards  against  abuses  which 

•  might  arise  from  the  general  use  of  the  telephone — e.g., 
■(I)  What  steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  a  doctor  from 
unduly  favouring  one  pharmacy  to  the  prejudice  of  other: 
pharmacies?  (2)  Is  the  pharmacist  compelled  to  deliver: 
without  immediate  payment  a  medicine  ordered  through 
the  telephone  by  the  doctor  ?  (3)  How  is  the  pharmacist  to 
compel  the  doctor  to  send  immediately  the  written  control 
prescription  ? 

A  Chemist-Marksman. — The  Punjab  Light  Horse  rifle 
•championship  for  1912  has  been  won  by  Sergeant  H.  B. 
Tilden,  of  the  firm  of  E.  Plomer  &  Co.,  Lahore,  India. 
This  is  the  third  time  during  the  last  five  years  that 
Sergeant  Tilden  has  carried  off  this  trophy.    In  1910 
it  was  won  by  Captain  W.  Wilson  (also  a  chemist),  of; 
"Eawal  Pindi,  Sergeant  Tilden  taking  second  place.  Besides 
•carrying  off  the  rifle  championship  Sergeant  Tilden  led! 
'his  section  to  victory  in  three  of  the  inter-regimental 
section   competitions,   viz.    "Section  tent-pegging,"  the 
"Led   horses   race,"    and    the    "  Loyd    Lindsay"  com-; 
petition.    The  conditions  of  the  last-named  event  were  :  j 
Sections  of  four  men  to  ride  ^  mile  over  four  flights  of  i 
hurdles,  dismount  at  the  firing-point,  and  shoot  down 
six  falling  plates.    Time  allowed,  three  minutes.  Ser-j 
geant  Tilden's  section  galloped  over  . the  prescribed  course 
and   demolished  the  six  plates  in  two  minutes  forty 
-seconds,  beating  the  second  team  by  ten  seconds. 


Drug  Control  in  Corea. — H.M.  Commercial  Attache  for 
Japan  has  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Trade  a,  translation 
of  the  Corean  Ordinance  relating  to  the  control  and  sale ' 
of  drugs.  The  Ordinance  empowers  the  Police  Bureau  .to, 
prohibit  or  suspend  the  manufacture,  import,  storage,  sale,  j 
or  disposal  of  any  drug  not  mentioned  in  any  Pharma-' 
copceia  or  not  used  for  medicinal  pui-poses,  if  such  drug  is, 
'Considered  likely  to  endanger 'the  public  health. — Board  ofl 
Trade  Journal. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
"The  Chemist  and  Druggist"   is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


The  Union. 

Customs  Bill. — The  proposed  Bill  providing  for  the 
management  of  the  Customs  of  the  Union,  introduced  by 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  has  been  amended  in  Select 
Committee.  As  amended,  it  is  provided  that  every  person 
carrying  on  any  business  in  the  Union  shall  keep  reason- 
able and  proper  account-books.  Every  such  person  shall,  if 
required  at  any  time  within  a  period  of  two  years  after 
the  date  of  the  importation  or  purchase  of  any  goods, 
produce  the  bills  of  lading,  invoices,  and  all  other  docu- 
ments containing  all  particulars  regarding  those  goods,  so 
that  the  same  may  be  open  for  official  inspection.       :,  , 

Cape  Province. 

Personal. — Mr.  C.  Atterbury,  President  of  the  Eastern 
Districts  Pharmaceutical  Association,  left  East  London  on 
March  7  for  a  trip  to  England  per  s.s.  GrantuUy  Castle.  ' 

Agricultural  Show. — The  chief  item  of  interest  in  the 
Cape  last  month  was  the  Rosebank  Agricultural  Show, 
which  attracted  many  thousands  of  visitors  from  all  parts 
of  the  country.  A  large  number  of  chemists  from  inland 
i  :  :  .     •  . .    '  i 


took  the  opportunity  of  visiting  Cape  Town.  Among 
the  most  noticeable  exhibits  at  the  show  was  that  of 
Messrs.  Petersen,  Ltd.,  whose  display  comprised  a  wide 
range  of  veterinary  instruments,  cattle  foods,  and  stock 
medicines  of  all  kinds. 

Orange  Free  State. 

Opium  Permits. — A  Government  notice  announces  that 
applications  for  permits  to  import  opium  into  the  Orange 
Free  State  must  now  be  made  to  the  assistant  medical 
officer  of  health  at  Bloemf ontein,  giving  the  name  of  the 
port  of  entry.  These  permits  were  formerly  obtained 
through  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

Proposed  New  Excise  Bill. — The  "Government 
Gazette"  of  February  28  contains  the  Bill  to  provide  for 
the  management  of  the  Excise  of  the  Union  and  to  control 
the  manufacture  and  disposal  of  spirits,  vinegar,  etc., 
which  "has  'already  been  repotted  in.  the  C.  <b  D.  As 
the  Acts  to  be  repealed  thereby  do  not  include  that 
section  of  the  Free  State  law  which  provides  for  a  duty 
■of  9s.  per  gal.  on  medicinal  spirits,  the  produce  of  the 
Union,  upon  entering  the  Free  State,  it  would  appear  as 
though  the 'existing  system  of  duty-free  spirit  for  manu- 
facturing purposes  will  be  retained.  Interesting  points 
are  that  a  licence  shall  be  required  to  sell  methylated  spirit 
and  to  use  a  still  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  for  the 
manufacture  of  perfumery  or  medicinal  spirits,  also  tp 
make  vinegar  cr  pyroligneous  cr  acetous  acids. 
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LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Damaging'  an  Oil  Cask.— At  the  Peterborough  County 
Court,  before  Judge  Wheeler,  K.C.,  last  week,  Sturton  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  chemists  and  druggists,  Peterborough,  recovered 
from  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Co.  seven  guineas  as 
damages  for  the  loss  of  oil .  in  transit.  The  cask  leaked 
owing  to  rough  usage,  and  oil  to  the  value  of  the  award  was 
lost. 

Copyrlg-fat.—  Among  the  cases  to  be  heard  in  the  King's 
Bench  Division  of  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice  when  the 
session  reopens  in  London  on  April  1  is  a  copyright  action 
brought  by  The  Practitioner,  Ltd.,  against  Newton, 
Chambers  &  Co.,  Ltd.  The  plaintiffs  allege  that  the  defen- 
dants have  copied  substantial  parts  of  an  article  on  experi- 
ments in  the  treatment  and  prevention  of  enteric  fever, 
and  have  used  them  by  way  of  advertisement. 

A  Veterinary  Advertisement,  -h,  the  Court  of  Session, 
Edinburgh,  on  March  26,  the  Lord  President  and  a  jury 
commenced  the  hearing  of  evidence  in  an  action  by  Dr. 
Orlando  C.  Bradley,  Principal  of  the  Royal  (Dick)  Veterinary 
College,  Edinburgh,  against  Menley  &  James,  Ltd.,  Far- 
ringdon  Road,  London,  for  5001.  damages  in  respect  of 
alleged  slander.  The  pursuer  complained  that  in  an  adver- 
tisement by  the  defenders  in  the  "'Veterinary  Journal" 
purported  copies  of  "Recent  Clinical  Reports"  included 

the  terms  "Prof.   ,  D.S.,   ,  Scotland,"  and  stated 

that  the  preparation  in  question  had  been  tested  "at  the 
College."  The  pursuer  stated  that  he  is  the  only  veterinary 
professor  in  the  Kingdom  who  holds  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Science,  and  that  fact  was  known  throughout  the 
profession.  He  stated  that  the  advertisements  represented 
that  he  had  given-  to  the  defenders  written  testimonials 
regarding  their  special  preparation,  whereas  he  had  given 
no  testimonials,  nor  made  any  statement  in  favour  of  the 
preparation.  The  giving  of  such  testimonials  by  members 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  is  forbidden, 
being  regarded  as  a  breach  of  professional  propriety,  and 
disgraceful  to  a  member  of  the  pursuer's  profession.  The 
defenders  denied  slander,  and  pleaded  that  the  advertise- 
ments were  not  reasonably  capable  of  bearing  the  innuendo 
put  upon  them  by  the  pursuer.  They  stated  that  in  Novem- 
ber 1911  one  of  their  representatives  called  on  the  pursuer, 
who  received  a  sample,  and  some  months  later  the  repre- 
sentative again  called,  and  the  pursuer  stated  that  the 
sample  had  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  that  it  had  proved 
superior  to  other  preparations  used  at  the  College.  That 
was  duly  reported  to  the  defenders,  who  considered  that 
they  were  warranted  in  issuing  in  the  advertisement  the 
language  complained  of.  In  any  case,  they  were  in  entire 
bona-fi'de  in  doing  so.  With  regard  to  a  typewritten  docu- 
ment which  purported  *o  be  a  recommendation  by  the  pur- 
suer, who  was  named,  the  defenders  said  that  five  copies 
were  sent  out  contrary  to  their  instructions  by  one  of  their 
employes  in  answer  to  inquiries  regarding  the  special  pre- 
paration. On  discovering  the  mistake  the  defenders  wrote 
to  the  pursuer  expressing  regret,  and  informing  him  how 
it  occurred.  They  also  wrote  giving  a  full  explanation  to 
the  Registrar  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons. 
The  typewritten  document  complained  of  had  been  with- 
drawn, and  the  advertisement  complained  of  would  be  dis- 
continued The  defenders  had  no  intention  of  slandering  the 
pursuer.  Dr.  BradW  denied  that  he  discussed  the  pre- 
paration with  the  defenders'  representative.  The  trial  is 
proceeding. 


GAZETTE. 


Partnership  Dissolved. 

Dodd,  F.,  and  Stothert,  H.  H.,  Hardman  Street.  Man- 
chester, wholesale  druggists  and  drysalters,  under  the 
style  of  Dodd  &  Stothert. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Fergusson,  J.  N.  F.,  The  Hydropathic  Establishment,  Abbey 
Road,  Great  Malvern,  doctor  of  medicine. 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORT. 


Re  Walter  Stewart  Mitchell,  35  King  Street,  Egre- 
mont,  and  The  Nook,  Sea  View  Road,  Liscard,  Chester, 
Chemist  and  Druggist.— The  adjourned  public  examination 
of  this  debtor  was  held  at  the  Court  House,  Pilgrim  Street, 


Birkenhead,  on  March  19.  The  statement  of  affairs  showed1 
liabilities  amounting  to  1,852;.,  and  assets  estimated  to> 
produce  84?.  It  appeared  that  the  debtor  started  trading 
at  Preston  twenty-two  years  ago  without  capital,  but  his- 
father  (a  Nonconformist  minister)  raised  enough  to  enable 
him  to  fit  up  the  shop.  He  removed  to  King  Street  about 
five  years  later,  where  he  opened  as  a  homoeopathic  chemist. 
He  admitted  that  at  that. time  his  liabilities  exceeded  the- 
amount  of  his  assets.  He  took  a  lease  of  the  Sea  View 
Road  premises  in  March  last  year  at  a  yearly  rental  of  101.,. 
thinking  there  would  be  a  good  opening.  Up  to  the  time- 
of  his  death  the  debtor's  father  had  taken  a  practical 
interest  in  the  business,  all  money  passing  through  his  (the- 
father's)  banking  account.  He  had  never  been  a  partner  in 
the  business,  but  debtor  admitted  that  the  money  from  it 
had  been  used  to  pay  his  father's  debts.  The  father 
assigned  to  the  debtor  by  an  agreement  dated  January 
1908  his  interest  in  certain  medicinal  preparations,  on  the- 
debtor  undertaking  to  pay  his  sister  an  annuity  of  26?. 
These  preparations  debtor  agreed  to  hand  over  to  the 
Official  Receiver  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors.  He- 
admitted  that  he  had  continued  to  trade  with  the  know- 
ledge of  his  financial  position,  but  had  done  so  in  the 
hope  that  the  business  would  increase.  The  examination 
was  adjourned,  the  debtor  being  ordered  to  furnish  an 
amended  deficiency  account  and  a  cash  account  of  the- 
amount  of  debts  scheduled  in  respect  of  money  lent,  showingv 
which  were  for  himself  and  which  for  his  father. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning:  of" 
the  Companies  \ct,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

Parry-Jones,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  2,000?.,  in  11.  shares.. 
Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  chemist,  photo- 
graphic dealer,  optician,  etc.,  carried  on  by  W.  T.  Harlow, 
at  2  Hope  Street,  Wrexham.  The  first  directors  are  W.  T. 
Harlow,  S.  Harlow,  and  A.  Jones.  R.O.,  2  Hope  Streets 
Wrexham. 

Sharpe's  Store  Chemists,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  300?.,  in- 
11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,, 
druggists,  oxjticians,  dentists,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  and- 
directors  are  L.  P.  Sharpe,  39  High  Street,  Thornton  Heath,, 
drug-merchant,  and  H.  J.  Broad,  chemist.  R.O.,  39  High 
Street,  Thornton  Heath. 

Sands'  Medicine  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  5,000?.,  in  i» 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  of  a  patent-medi- 
cine manufacturer  and  vendor  carried  on  by  J.  H.  Buffham 
as  "  Sands'  Medicine  Co."  The  first  directors  are  J.  H. 
Buffham  (managing  director)  and  S.  Brunner.  R.O.,  97  New 
Oxford  Street,  London,  W.C 

British  Syphon  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital 
75,000?.,  in  11.  shares.  Objects:  To  take  over  the  business- 
of  syphon  manufacturers,  engineers,  importers,  and  founders- 
carried  on  by  the  British  Syphon  Manufacturing  Co.  at 
Barnsbury  Street,  Milner  Square,  and  Napier  Terrace,.. 
Islington,  by  A.  P.  Eugster  and  O.  L.  Eugster.  The  first 
directors  are  A.  P.  Eugster,  O.  L.  Eugster,  H.  Durler,  andi 
E.  F.  Brown. 

Lands,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  4,000?.,  in  11.  shares.  Ob- 
jects: To  take  over  the  business  of  chemist  and  druggist 
carried  on  at  Coalville,  Leics.  ;  Tamworth,  Warwick ;  and 
Tunstall,  Staffs,  by  J.  H.  M.  Land  as  "Lands,  Cashi 
Chemists."  J.  H.  M.  Land,  121  London  Road,  Coalville,, 
near  Leicester,  chemist,  i6  permanent  governing  director,, 
subject  to  holding  500  shares,  with  250?.  per  annum  as*- 
remuneration. 


Company  News. 

A.  Bo.vke,  Eoberts  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  directors  recommend' 
a  dividend  of  2  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  making 
17  per  cent,  for  the  year,  placing  2,000?.  to  general  reserve, . 
making  42,000?.,  and  carrying  4,718?.  forward. 

James  Epps  &  Co. — A  petition  for  confirming  a  resolution 
reducing  the  capital  of  the  above  company  from  200.000?.  to* 
155,000?.  was  on  March  14  presented  to  the  High  Court  of" 
Justice,  and  is  now  pending.  The  list  of  creditors  of  the- 
company  is  to  be  made  out  as  for  April  25.  1913.  Solicitors,:- 
Messrs.  E.  F.  Turner  &  Sons,  115  Leadenhall  Street,  London,.. 
E.C 

Lever  Bros.,  Ltd. — The  report  for  the  year  to  Decem- 
ber 31  states  that  the  balance  of  779,403?.  standing  to  credits, 
of  profit-and-loss  account  has  been  appropriated  as  follows: 
Repairs,  renewals,  and  alterations,  54,294?. ;  depreciation,. 
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'66,8422. ;  insurance  reserve,  10,2252.  ;  profit-sharing  with 
-employes,  including  dividend  on  co-partnership  certificates, 
•40,0682.  The  dividends  on  preference  shares  and  15  per  cent, 
-on  preferred  ordinaries  and  ordinaries  are  also  paid. 

United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.— The  report  for  1912  states  that, 
-after  the  transfer  of  15,0002.  to  debenture  redemption  fund 
.account,  there  remains  a  net  profit  of  221,1732.,  out  of  which 
50,0002.  has  been  transferred  to  depreciation  portion  of 
the  reserve  fund,  and  after  paying  the  full  preference  divi- 
dend of  7  per  cent,  for  the  year  the  carry  forward  is  32,9752. 
The  report  adds  that  the  decrease  in  profit  has  been  princi- 
pally due  to  the  increased  price  that  the  company  has  been 
forced  to  pay  for  raw  materials  and  to  the  coal  strike. 

Standard  Tablet  and  Pill  Co.,  Ltd.— The  directors'  report 
for  1912  shows  a  net  profit  of  4,4702.  8s.  (compared  with 
.3,2182.  14s.  in  1911),  out  of  which  they  pay  6  per  cent,  on 
the  cumulative  preference  6hares  and  10  per  cent,  on  the 
ordinaries  (together  7942.  2s.  bd.),  leaving,  with  1992.  7s.  Sd, 
'brought  forward  from  1911,  a  total  of  3,6942.  4s.  Id.  for 
-payment  of  dividend  (2,8002.)  on  the  deferred  shares  and 
6982.  19s.  3d.  to  the  reserve  fund,  carrying  forward 
1952.  4s.  lOd.  The  directors  report  that  the  trade  of  the 
-year  was  a  fresh  record.  The  third  annual  meeting  of  the 
■company  will  be  held  at  8  North  Street,  Brighton,  on 
Monday,  March  31,  at  three  o'clock,  when  Mr.  John  C. 
•Stead,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  the  retiring  director,  will  offer  himself 
Sfor  re-election. 


TRADE  NOTES. 


P.A.T.A.  Prices. — The  additions  to  the  Protected  List 
-during  March  are  :  Dentclair  interchangeable  tooth-brush ; 
Ecsolent  preparations ;  Palmolive  soap ;  Sol-Vo  sanitary 
paper;  Wilder's  Harrogate  Liver  Tonic.  The  following 
have  been  removed  from  the  List  :  Bayer's  Helmitoloids, 
TJng.  Jothion,  and  Coryfin  pastilles. 

-  Tonic  Syrups. — We  have  had  an  opportunity  of  renew- 
ing acquaintance  with  the  chemical  food  and  compound 
syrup  of  hypophosphites  manufactured  by  Messrs. 
Lorimer-Marshall,  Ltd.,  Colebrooke  Works,  Islington, 
London,  N.  The  chemical  food  is  beautifully  clear,  nicely 
'flavoured  with  orange-flower,  and  well  coloured — on  dilu- 
tion there  is  still  a  strong  colour  given.  The  hypophos- 
<phite  syrup  is  clear,  and  will  remain  in  that  condition  on 
keeping.  Both  syrups  are  now  sold  in  bulk  as  well  as 
packed  ready  for  retail  sale,  and  a  study  of  samples  and 
prices  is  recommended  to  our  readers. 

Seitz  Asbestos  Filters  have  long  been  known  to  the 
drug-trade.  Considerable  improvements  have  been  made 
recently,  the  most  important  of  these  being  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  filtering  medium,  "  Theorit,"  in  addi- 
tion to  asbestos.  The  new  filtering  material  is  made 
in  four  grades,  adaptable  to  filtering  any  type  of 
turbid  liquid,  whatever  the  viscosity.  The  filters  are 
unique  in  filtering  liquid  rapidly  and  effectively  with 
minimum  loss  of  material.  Various  types  are  available 
for  filtering  galenicals,  medicated  wines,  perfumes,  etc., 
•either  by  gravitation  or  under  pressure.  Full  particulars 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Seitz  Works,  40  Trinity  Square, 
London,  E.C. 

Spa-Sal  Tablets  is  the  name  of  a  brand  of  improved 
sulphur  tablets  brought  out  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Guest 
&  Co.,  lozenge  manufacturers,  Carruthers  Street, 
Ancoats,  Manchester.  The  tablets  are  pleasant  to  the 
•taste,  the  acidulated  flavour  being  very  acceptable.  There 
is  a  total  absence  of  grittiness.  The  tablets,  which  sell 
at  Z^d.  for  two  ounces,  are  taken  in  doses  of  four  to  six 
'three  to  four  times  a  day.  .,  To  advertise  them  in 
-chemists'  shops  some  charming  showcards  are  offered  by 
"the  manufacturers.  These  have  upon  them  a  photo- 
graphic reproduction  of  a  beautiful  woman,  and  the 
"particulars  of  the  tablets  are  printed  in  chocolate  ink 
•on  a  white  enamelled  ground.  Window-slips  and  counter- 
hills  are  also  supplied  to  purchasers. 

Glycerin  Suppositories. — Messrs.  Burroughs  Well- 
come &  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  London,  E.C,  are 
issuing  their  well-known  "  Enule  "  glycerin  suppositories 
in  a  new  form  of  package,  the  purpose  being  to  protect 
'more  effectually  this  product  from  the  influence  of  the 
atmosphere.     The  suppositories  are  each  enclosed  in  a 


special  tinfoil  casing,  so  designed  that  it  can  be  removed 
with  but  little  trouble.  These  are  then  enclosed  in  a 
screw-capped  bottle  with  special  features  which  enable 
the  cap  to  make  an  airtight  package.  Further,  the  bottle 
is  enclosed  in  a  neat  circular  metal  case,  the  joint  being 
protected  by  a  strip  of  paper.  "  Enule  "  glycerin  sup- 
positories contain  95  per  cent,  of  anhydrous  glycerin, 
and  are  made  in  two  sizes,  adults'  and  children's,  each 
package  containing  twelve  suppositories. 

Dermene. — This  is  a  distinct  and  welcome  novelty. 
It,  is  a  lemon-coloured  powder  of  agreeable  odour  and  soft 
texture  for  use  as  a  detergent  for  the  hands,  especially  of 
those  who  have  to  work  with  greasy  or  other  material 
that  is  difficult  to  remove  from  the  wrinkles  of  the  hands 
by  means  of  ordinary  soap  and  water.  In  this  connection 
its  service  to  motorists  occurs  to  one,  for  the  article  is 
so  portable  and  does  its  work  well,  but  it  is  equally 
suitable  for  domestic  use  and  by  ladies.  A  sprinkle  of 
dermene  suffices  with  water — even  hard  London  water — 
to  remove  all  stains,  and  the  skin  has  a  delightful 
feeling  of  softness  afterwards.  Dermene  is  put  up  in 
generous-sized  tins  with  perforated  tops  to  retail  at  Is. 
each.  The  wholesale  price  is  9s.  per  dozen,  less  5  per  cent., 
carriage  paid.  It  can  be  obtained  from  most  wholesale 
houses  or  direct  from  the  manufacturers,  the  Dermene 
Co.,  Spon  Lane,  Smethwick,  Birmingham,  who  will 
furnish  all  particulars  to  inquirers. 

"  Hypotube  "  Injections. — In  view  of  the  fact  that 
some  medical  practitioners  are  actually  declining  the 
generous  fees  for  administering  tuberculin  injections 
under  the  Sanatorium  Benefit  scheme,  the  excellent  method 
of  presenting  the  tuberculin  preparation  introduced  by 
Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  Liverpool 
and  London,  under  the  name  "  Hypotube,"  deserves  to 
be  better  known.  It  is  a  simple  means  of  administering 
hypodermic  injections  of  any  kind,  but  the  specimen 
which  we  have  examined  is  a  box  of  three  collapsible 
tubes  each  containing  tuberculin,  P. T.O.  =0.000001  c.c. 
in  finished  solution,  the  contents  of  each  tube  forming 
one  injection.  In  the  box  is  a  glass  tube  containing  a 
sterile  pricker  to  pierce  the  tube-nozzle,  and  a  hypo- 
dermic needle  to  fit  on  the  nozzle;  then  insertion  of  the 
needle  into  the  patient  and  a  squeeze  complete  what  the 
Insurance  Act  authorities  want  doctors  to  do  for  a 
six-shilling  fee.  The  cost  of  the  injection  to  the  doctor  i6 
about  Is.  Besides  the  tuberculin  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb  put  up  vaccines  and  medicinal  agents 
in  this  way,  and  will  supply  any  C.  t£-  D.  reader  with  a 
list  on  application. 


BIRTHS. 


Evans. — At  Premier  Mine,  Transvaal,  South  Africa, 
on  March  16,  the  wife  of  Edward  Nevett  Evans  (eldeet 
son  of  Sir  Edward  Evans,  Spital,  Cheshire),  of  a 
daughter. 

Moffat. — At  1313  Pollokshaws  Road,  Glasgow,  on 
March  23,  the  wife  of  William  J.  Moffat,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  a  daughter. 

Stout. — At  12  Meadowbank  Avenue,  Edinburgh,  on 
March  15,  the  wife  of  Henry  Stout,  Ph.C,  of  a  son. 


MARRIAGES. 


Burgess — Ettles. — At  Holy  Trinity  Church,  Sheerness, 
by  the  Rev.  A.  D.  Venn,  on  March  22,  Alexander  Wm. 
Burgess,  Bank  of  Scotland,  Gairloch,  Ross,  to  Jeannie 
Elizabeth,  second  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  Ettles,  chemist, 
Sheerness. 

Reid — Maxwell. — At  Tarquah,  Maxwelltown,  on 
March  19,  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Campbell,  Troqueer,  assisted 
by  the  Rev.  Duncan  Ross,  St.  George's  U.F.  Church, 
Dumfries,  James  Reid,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dumfries, 
to  Isabella  Glencorse,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Maxwell,  Maxwelltown. 
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Bancroft. — At  Kineton,  Warwickshire,  on  March  15, 
Mr,  Charles  Frederick  Bancroft,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  fifty.  Mr.  Bancroft,  whose  death  was  due  to  pneu- 
monia, had  been  in  business  in  Banbury  Street,  Kineton, 
for  twenty-five  years.  He  also  acted  as  local  agent  for  the 
Metropolitan  Bank  (of  England  and  Wales),  Ltd.  ,  Mt. 
Bancroft  was  associated  with  the  public  work  of  the  dis- 
trict, being  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Parish  Council.  He 
was  a  sidesman  of  the  parish  church.  He  leaves  a  widow 
and  three  sons.  The  funeral  took  place  on  March  19,  amid 
many  demonstrations  of  respect. 

Colwill. — At  46  Lordship  Lane,  East  Dulwich,  London, 
S.E.,  on  March  20,  Mr.  Richard  Colwill,  chemist-  and 
druggist,  aged  fifty-one.    Mr.  Colwill,  who  was  a  Cornish- 
man,  established  himself  in  East  Dulwich  seventeen  years 
ago  and  gradually  built  up  a  good  dispensing  connection  in 
a  district  where  dispensing  by  pharmacists  is  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule.    This  was  largely  due  to  his  kindly 
.  nature,  which  made  no  trouble  too  great  for  him  if  sick- 
ness was  to  be  relieved.    The  day,  before  he  was  taken  ill 
he  went  up  to  London  after  eleven  o'clock  at  night  for  a 
cylinder  of  oxygen  for  a  patient  who  had  had  his  last  one 
only  two  hours  earlier.    On  his  return  he  found  the  two  old 
ladies  attending  the  sick  man  in  an  exhausted  condition, 
so  he  sent  them  off  to  bed  and  attended  the  patient  him- 
self until  the  morning.    Influenza  attacked  Mr.  Colwill 
himself  during  the  day,  and  this  developing  into  pneu- 
monia caused  his  death.  Mr.  Coiwill  was  a  Divisional  Secre- 
tary for  many  years.   He  was  a  Mason,  being  a  Past  Master 
of  the  Selwyn  Lodge.    His  wife  predeceased  him  about  a 
year  and  a-half  ago.    He  leaves  one  son,  aged  seventeen, 
who  is  undergoing  a  training  in  pharmacy.    The  funeral 
took  place  at  Forest  Hill  Cemetery  on  March  27.  A 
correspondent  writes  that  Mr.  ColwilPs  life  was  "an  ex- 
ample of  the  devotion,  by  no  means  uncommon  among 
pharmacists,  to  duty,  but  which  in  this  profession  is 
seldom  recognised  and  always  inadequately  remunerated." 

Forrest. — At  South  Shields  on  March  17,  Mr.  Robert 
Forrest,  chemist  and  druggist,  19  Frederick  Street,  South 
Shields,  aged  seventy-seven.  Mr.  Forrest  was  in  business 
prior  to  the  1868  Pharmacy  Act. 

>  Hayes. — At  Treyford,  Haywards  Heath,  Sussex, 
recently,  Mr.  Richard  Tanner  Orchard  Hayes,  chemist 
and  druggist,  aged  fifty-four.  Mr.  Hayes  had  been  in 
delicate  health  since  an  operation  about  fifteen  months 
ago.  He  was  in  business  at  Clifton  Terrace,  Haywards 
Heath,  for  about  twenty-five  years. 

Helliwell. — Recently,  Mr.  Thompson  Helliwell,  J.P., 
head  of  Messrs.  Ormerod,  Taylor  &  Son,  Ltd.,  chemical 
manufacturers,  Sun  Vale  Works,  Walsden,  Todmorden, 
aged  seventy-five. 

Holliday. — At  Croft  House,  Aspatria,  on  March  16, 
Mr.  John  Holhday,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy- 
three.  Mr.  Holliday  was  assistant  for  forty  years  with 
Mr.  Henry  Thompson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market 
Square,  Aspatria.  Be  was  in  business  prior  to  the  passing 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868. 

Hunter. — At  279  Byres  Road,  Hillhead,  Glasgow,  on 
March  15,  Jeanie  Stewart,  widow  of  William  Hunter, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Rothesay,  aged  seventy-three. 

Jewell. — In  the  City  of  London  Infirmary,  Robin 
Hood  Court,  London,  E.C.,  on  March  *23,  Mr. 
Joseph  Robert  Jewell,  chemist  ,  and  druggist,  lately 
residing  at  Rowton  House,  Arlington  Road,  Camden 
Town,  London,  N.W.,  aged  seventy-four.  Mr.  Jewell, 
who  passed  the  Modified  examination  in  1868,  was 
formerly  manager  at  Messrs.  Corbyn  &  Stacey's  old 
pharmacy  at  the  corner  of  Oxford  Street  and  Bond 
Street,  W.,  next  door  to  Mr.  F.  A.  Rogers'  present 
pharmacy.  He  left  there  some  thirty  years  ago  to  go  to 
Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  in  Vere  Street,-  W.  After- 
w-ards  he  aided  his  wife  in  keeping  a  boarding  establish- 
ment in  Kensington.  Of  late  jears  he  had  been  in 
poor  circumstances,  his  chief  income  being  his  old-age 


pension   and   grants   of   about   11.    a  month  from  the 
Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  His- 
death  was  the  result  of  being  run  over  by  'a  taxicah 
in    Coleman   Street,   London,   E.C.    His   arm   and  six 
ribs  on  each  side  were  broken.    The  fractures  to  the- 
ribs  were  overlooked  in  the  diagnosis  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  and  he  was  removed  to  the  City  of 
London  Infirmary,  where  he  died  from  traumatic  pneu- 
monia.   At  the  inquest  the  jury  found  that  death  was. 
due  to  accident,  and  there  had  been  an  error  of  judgment 
on  the  part  of  the  driver  of  the  taxicab.    They  also, 
considered  that  if  sufficient  examination  had  been  made 
at  St.  Bartholomew's  the  injury  to  the  deceased's  ribs- 
would  have  been  discovered  and  attended  to. 

Lindsey. — On  March  15,  Mr.  Thomas  Cooper  Lindsey,. 
chemist  and  druggist,  1  Dartmouth  Park  Avenue,  High- 
gate,  London,  N.W.,  aged  eighty-two.    Mr.  Lindsey,  came- 
to  Londo-n  from  the  Barnsley  colliery  district  some  twenty- 
five  years  ago  to  carry  on  phaimacy  of  both  wholesale- 
and  retail  character  at  17  Leather  Lane,  Hoiborn,  London.. 
E.C.    He  retired  several  years  ago.    Mr.  Lindsey  wa6  a. 
subscriber  of  many  years'  standing  to  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist;  he  began  with  the  first  number.    The  funeral, 
took  place  on  March  19  from   the   Society  of  Friends' 
Meeting-House,  the  interment  being  at  Winchmore  HilL 
Cemetery.    Mr.  Lindsey  was  the  father  of  Mr.  R.  W. 
Lindsey,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  Chairman  of  the  Public  Phar- 
macists' and  Dispensers'  Association. 

Margach. — At  Georgetown,  Demerara,  on  February  23,. 
Mr.  George  Grant  Margach,  aged  twenty-nine.  Mr.. 
Margach,  who  was  drowned  while  bathing,  began  hie 
industrial  career  as  a  newsboy  with  Mr.  James  Jack,, 
pharmacist,  Rothes.  He  later  served  a  five-years'  appren- 
ticeship in  the  pharmacy,  and  remained  as  an  assistant  for 
a  further  three  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
Messrs.  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Edinburgh,  leaving: 
there  about  three  years  ago  to  join  Messrs.  Smart,  Dal- 
gleish  &  Co.  at  Georgetown. 

Parkinson. — At  his  residence,  Strawberry  Bank,  Black- 
burn, on  March  19,  Mr.  James  Robinson  Parkinson,, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-two.  Mr.  Parkinson 
was  in  business  at  3  Ainsworth  Street,  Blackburn,  and  was- 
one  of  the  oldest  tradesmen  in  the  town.  He  was  a  pro- 
minent Congregationalist.  Although  he  had  not  been  in 
good  health  recently,  he  was  out  walking  on  the  day  before- 
his  death.    He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  daughters. 

Paterson. — At  82  Houston  Street,  Glasgow,  on. 
March  18,  Mr.  Archibald  Paterson,  chemist  and  druggist,, 
aged  eighty. 

Scaccianoce. — The  death  occurred  on  February  22  of 
Mr.  Gius  Scaccianoce,  director  of  the  Camera  Agrumaria,. 
Messina,  since  its  formation  in  1909.  Mr.  Mauro  Cav. 
Sigismondo  has  succeeded  to  the  directorship. 

Wells. — On  March  22,  Mr.  William  Wells,  chemist  and 
druggist,  17  Castle  View,  Clitheroe,  aged  sixty-three.  Mr. 
Wells  until  his  retirement  several  years  ago  was  in  busi- 
ness at  Eanam,  Blackburn,  for  a  long  period,  until  he- 
disposed  of  it  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Grimshaw.  He  had  not  been 
in  good  health  for  some  time.  Mr.  Wells  served  for  two- 
terms  on  the  Clitheroe  Town  Council.  He  was  a  pro- 
minent Roman  Catholic. 

Williams. — At  Penarth  on  March  21,  Mr.  Thomas. 
Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-eight.  Mr. 
Williams  was  the  son  of  a  Welsh  clergyman.  About  forty 
years  ago  he  purchased  the  business  formerly  carried  on- 
by  Mr.  R.  Drane  at  the  corner  of  Tredegar  Street  and 
Bute  Street,  which  at  that  time  was  one  of  the  principal 
thoroughfares  in  the  city.  Prior  to  this  he  had  been  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  James  &  Williams,  who  carried  on 
business  in  Whitmore  Lane,  now  known  as  Custom  House- 
Street,  and  he  also  established  the  business  now  carried 
on  by  Mr.  D.  Anthony  at  the  Royal  Arcade,  of  which  he 
was  the  chairman  of  directors.  He  retired  some  twenty- 
three  years  ago,  having  sold  his  Bute  Street  business  to- 
Mr.  A.  Hagon.  Mr.  Williams  was  of  a  quiet  disposition,, 
and  never  took  any  part  in  public  affairs.  His  one  hobby 
was  fishing,  and  he  was  reputed  to  be  one  of  the  most 
expert  anglers  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan. 
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Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines. 


Appointed  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  the  sale  of  patent  and  proprietary 
medicines  and  medical  preparations  and  appliances,  and  advertisements  relating  thereto. 
Record  of  Evidence  given  on  March  27. 


THE  Select  Committee,  which  was  reappointed  in  the 
new  Session  of  Parliament,  held  its  first  sitting  in 
Committee-room  No.  16  at  the  House  of  Comimons  on 
March  28.  The  last  meeting  of  the  original  Committee 
was  on  February  6,  but  the  long  interval  does  not  seem  to 
have  increased  the  interest  in  the  proceedings.  It  may  be, 
however,  that  the  natural  curiosity  to  hear  the  cross- 
examination  of  the  Attorney-General  by  the  Marconi 
Committee,  which  meets  in  a  room  further  along  the  same 
■corridor,  had  depleted  the  attendance  both  of  members  of 
the  Committee  and  the  general  public.  It  was  twelve 
•o'clock  before  the  public  was  admitted.  Sir  Henry 
Norman  presided,  and  the  other  members  present  were 
Sir  Philip  Magnus,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Lawson,  and  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones.  Without  comment  the  Chairman  called  on 
Mr.  A.  E.  Barclay,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Barclay  & 
Sons,  Ltd.,  to  give  evidence.  Mr.  Barclay  gave  the  Com- 
mittee particulars  regarding  Mrs.  Johnson's  American 
;Soothing  Syrup,  of  which  his  company  is  the  proprietor. 
He  showed  that  the  analysis  in  "  More  Secret  Remedies  " 
was  incorrect  in  more  than  one  particular,  the  syrup  being 
•credited  with  containing  hydrochloric  acid,  which  is  not 
present,  and,  moreover,  two  of  the  active  ingredients  were 
not  discovered.  The  recipe  was  purchased  in  1831  from 
Mrs.  Johnson  for  1,900/.  Mr.  Barclay  also  gave  general 
information  regarding  proprietary  medicines,  stating  that 
■of  the  235  remedies  referred  to  in  the  "  B.M.J. 's  "  books, 
only  122  were  known  to  him.  His  evidence  occupied  the 
•Committee  until  luncheon-time.  The  after-luncheon  evi- 
dence related  to  the  medicated-wine  controversy,  the 
witness  being  Mr.  W.  Rudder-ham,  manager  of  the  com- 
pany which  manufactures  Wincarnis.  Mr.  Rudderham's 
statement  was  clear  and  precise,  arid  the  production  of  a 
number  of  actual  letters  from  medical  men  with  requests 
for  Wincarnis  to  be  sent  to  patients  rather  took  the 
wind  out  of  the  medical  cross-examination. 

Me.  Barclay's  Evidence. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Barclay,  a  director  of  Barclay  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  95  Farringdon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  and  a  chemist 
and  druggist  with  thirty  years'  experience,  explained  that 
the  business  with  which  he  was  connected  was  founded  in 
1780,  and  he  handed  a  catalogue  to  the  Chairman,  who, 
after  examining  it,  said  :  "  You  seem  to  supply  everything 
that  is  sold  by  chemists,  medicines,  tea,  tobacco,  photo-: 
graphic  goods."  He  had  examined  the  two  volumes 
"  Secret  Remedies  "  and  "  More  Secret  Remedies,"  and 
said  these  included  a  considerable  number  of  articles  which 
are  very  old  indeed  or  out  of  date,  even  if  they  ever  had 
any  sale  in  this  country.  Of  the  235  articles  mentioned, 
only  122  were  known  to  his  company,  113  never  hav  ng  been 
heard  of.  He  gave  these  figures  to  show  that  the  book6 
do  not  represent  the  present  state  of  the  trade.  The  only 
article  which  hi6  company  manufactures  which  is  referred 
to  in  the  books  is  "  Mrs.  Johnson's  American  Soothing 
Syrup."  This  has  also  been  referred  to  in  the  "  British 
Medical  Journal,"  but  the  analysis  given  is  incorrect  in 
several  particulars.  There  is  not  present,  for  example, 
any  free  hydrochloric  acid,  which  the  analysis  states  to  be 
present  in  the  proportion  of  2.33  gallons  in  100  gallons. 
Sugar  is  not  present  as  honey,  as  is  implied.  Two 
important  ingredients  are  not  mentioned.  Mr.  Barclay 
handed  to  the  Chairman  particulars  of  the  composition, 
which,  he  said,  he  did  not  desire  to  be  made  public. 

The  Chairman :  Only  one  of  these  two  ingredients  could 
be  described  as  active  ? — That  may  be. 

Was  there  ever  a  Mrs.  Johnson  ? — Oh,  yes. 

Witness  here  handed  to  the  Chairman  an  indenture  for 
the  sale  pf  the  syrup  in  1831  by  Mrs.  Johnson  to  Messrs. 
Barclay,  and,  in  reply  to  the  Chairman,  said  that  so  far 
as  he  knew  there  has  been  no  alteration  made  in  the 


original  formula.  He  agreed  with  the  suggestions  of  th3 
Proprietary  Articles  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce  regarding  the  registration  of  owners  of  pro- 
prietary medicines.  This  he  regarded  as  a  valuable  pro- 
position which  would  enable  the  authorities  to  identify 
those  responsible  for  the  sale  of  fraudulent  articles. 

Mr.  Lynch:  Was  Mrs.  Johnson  an  American  lady? — I 
could  not  say. 

Is  your  firm  an  English  one  ? — Yes ;  it  was  founded  by 
a  Scotsman,  and  has  always  been  in  the  same  street  in 
which  is  was  originally  established. 

The  Chairman :  I  have  been  reading  this  indenture  for 
the  sale  of  Johnson's  Syrup,  and  I  see  it  states  that  the 
recipe  for  .and  sale  and  mystery  of  the  several  articles 
forming  the  syrup  and  the  method  of  combining  them  are 
only  known  to  Jane  Johnson,  and  have  been  so  known  for 
twenty-five  years. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Lynch,  witness  said  the  amount  of  hydro- 
chloric acid  stated  to  be  present  in  "  Secret  Remedies  " 
was  an  impocsible  quantity;  it  may  be  that  there  is  a 
mistake  ini  the  position  of  the  decimal  point. 

The  Chairman  here  interposed  and  said  that  on  July  4, 
when  cross-examining  Mr.  E.  F.  Harrison,  Mr.  Glyn-Jone6 
was  allowed  to  disclose  the  composition  of  Johnson's  syrup. 
The  minutes  of  evidence  state  that  the  composition  is 
lemon-juice,  sugar,  tincture  of  saffron,  tincture  of  tolu, 
and  salt.  This  led  Mr.  Lynch  to  ask  which  ingredient 
witness  considered  to  be  the  most  active.  Mr.  Barclay 
stated  that  this  would  be  the  tolu. 

Mr.  Lynch :  As  tolu  is  not  mentioned  in  the  analysis, 
you  would  consider  it  misleading? — Yes. 

Is  your  business  in  this  article  increasing? — Yes;  but 
the  increase  is  mainly  in  the  export,  the  home  trade  is 
steady. 

In  further  reply  to  Mr.  Lynch,  witness  said  that  in, 
deference  to  the  Australian  authorities  the  syrup  is  called 
a  lotion,  as  it  is  only  applied  to  the  gums  of  the  infant. 
The  remedy  is  very  little  advertised  in  this  country.  Sir 
Philip  Magnus  asked  to  see  the  instructions  for  use,  and 
Mr.  Barciay  handed  him  a  bottle  of  the  syrup. 

Mr.  Law6on  then  took  up  the  cross-examination,  his 
questions  being  mainly  directed  as  to  the  effect  of  adver 
tising  on  the  sale  of  proprietary  remedies^  whether  the  sale 
varies  much,  and  what  kind  of  business  is  carried  on  by 
Messrs.  Barclay.  He  had  also  in  mind  the  question  of 
substitutes  and  whether  chemist?  make  any  combined  efforts 
to  push  B.P.  articles  against  proprietary,  articles. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  next  examined  witness.  He  hid  in 
front  of  h  m  the  indenture  for  the  6ale  of  Johnson's  syrup, 
and  began  by  asking  whether  Mr.  Barclay  would  object 
to  his  mentioning  the  consideration  paid  to  Mrs.  Johnson 
for  the  recipe  and  goodwill.  Mr.  Barclay  indicated  that 
he  had  no  objection.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  it  appeared 
that  1,900/.  was  pa.'d  to  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  that  she  was 
to  have  500Z.  before  she  handed  over  the  recipe,  the  rest 
of  the  money  being  paid  when  the  purchase  was  com- 
pleted. 

If  the  formula  had  been  placed  on  the  bottle,  you  would 
not  have  paid   1,9007.  for  the  recipe  ? — Certainly  not. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  careful  to  guard  the  secret,  and  you 
do  the  same  ? — Naturally. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  referred  to  the  article  in  the 
"  British  Medical  Journal  "  and  the  analysis  of  the  pre- 
paration by  Mr.  Harrison,  and  witness  said  he  is  in  a, 
position  to  state  positively  that  no  hydrochloric  acid  or 
honey  is  put  into  the  preparation. 

How  do  you  account  for  this  analysis  ? — I  cannot  account 
for  it,  except  that  Mr.  Harrison  may  have  worked  on  too 
small  a  quantity. 

Do  you  consider  the  statement  prejudicial  to  your  busi- 
ness?— Yes;  a  doctor  seeing  that  analysis  would  naturally 
warn  a  parent  against  using  the  syrup. 
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You  agree  that  rubbing  has  a  lot  to  do  with  the  thera- 
peutic effect  ? — Yes. 

With  a  nicely  flavoured  syrup  the  child  would  be  less 
likely  to  object  to  the  process? — That  is  so. 

The  tolu  is  an  ingredient  of  direct  therapeutic  effect  on 
sore  gums  ? — Yes. 

When  you  saw  the  misdescription  in  the  "British  Medical 
Journal,"  why  did  you  not  take  action  against  the  paper? — 
For  one  thing,  we  should'  have  had  to  disclose  the  formula, 
which  we  did  not  wish  to  do. 

Witness,  in  answer  to  further  questions,  stated  that 
Messrs.  Barclay's  catalogue  included  some  thousands  of 
proprietary  medicines,  and  there  are  others  less  fre- 
quently sold  which  are  not  listed.  Chemists  often  in- 
quire for  articles  which  are  unknown  to  his  company, 
who  then  take  steps  to  find  out  the  makers.  The  effect 
of  advertising  on  the  sale  of  proprietary  articles  was 
referred  to,  witness  stating  that  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  conduct  a  profitable  business  with  an  article  which  had 
no  real  merit.  His  company  frequently  receive  offers 
to  sell  recipes  of  proprietary  medicines.  As  to  the  profit 
on  proprietary  medicines,  he  thought  this  influences  their 
sale  by  chemists.  Some  articles,  such  ;;s  Eno's  Fruit 
Salt,  only  bear  a  minute  profit.  The  concession  which 
the  Inland  Revenue  make  regarding  the  sale  unstamped 
of  proprietary  medicines  for  dispensing  is  made,  he 
thought,  because  a  doctor  does  not  want  his  patients 
to  know  he  is  ordering  a  proprietary  medicine. 

The  Chairman  then  questioned  witness  regarding  the 
statement  on  the  circular  that 

Mrs.  Johnson,  having  disposed  of  her  business  to  Messrs. 
Barclay,  she  begged  to  refer  the  public  to  the  Government 
stamp  with  their  name  thereon  as  a  security  to  the  pur- 
chasers. 

Witness  said  his  company's  name  is  on  the  Government 
stamp. 

The  Chairman :  Yes,  but  that  refers  the  public  to  the 
Government  stamp.  Would  not  an  ignorant  member  of 
the  public  take  it  that  it  was  the  Government  stamp  which 
gave  security  ?  Do  you  not  think  it  was  devised  to  give 
that  impression? — It  is  the  form  of  words  which  has  been 
used  ever  since  there  was  a  Government  stamp. 

The  Chairman  said  he  thought  it  was  devised  cleverly 
to  give  the  impression  that  the  Government  stamp  gave 
the  security.  On  the  Australian  labels  the  notice  is 
that  Messrs.  Barclay  guaranteed  the  medicine  by  the 
signature  on  the  label.  Mr.  Barclay  pointed  out  that 
there  is  no  medicine  stamp  in  Australia,  and  that  there- 
fore it  was  necessary  to  alter  that  statement. 

The  Chairman:  On  the  British  labels  you  say  "As  soon 
as  the  syrup  is  rubbed  on  the  gums  the  child  will  recover," 
but  on  the  Australian  label  you  say  "The  syrup  is  rubbed 
on  the  gums:"  On  the  Australian  label,  you  omit  the 
statement  on  the  British  label  that  "  By  opening  the  pores 
at  that  early  age  not  one  child  will  have  fits."  Do  you 
think  that  is  a  proper  statement  to  make? — It  is  rather 
6weeping. 

The  Chairman  :  You  also  sell  Mrs.  Johnson's  Baby  Syrup. 
Is  that  part  of  the  original  receipt? — No  . 

That  is  a  posthumous  remedy  ?    (Laughter.) — Yesi. 

And  was  Mre.  Johnson's  Gripe  Relief  devised  during  her 
lifetime  or  afterwards?    (Laughter.) — Afterwards. 

The  Chairman  further  asked  whether  Mr.  Barclay 
exercised  a  censorship  over  the  articles  he  sold.  Witness 
said  there  are  some  which  they  would  not  stock.  This 
gave  Mr.  Lynch  an  opportunity  to  inquire  about  the  sale 
of  "The  Wife's  Friend"  quinine  pessaries,  and  witness 
quietly  replied  that  these  are  ordered  by  doctors.  Mr. 
Lawson  put  a  further  question  about  the  sale  of  sub- 
stitutes, and  witness,  while  not  clear  as  to  what  Mr. 
Lawson  was  referring,  said  his  company  supplied  what 
their  customers  ask  for.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Glyn- Jones 
he  said  they  supplied  capsules  for  gonorrhoea,  put  up  by 
reputable  firms.  To  Sir  Philip  Magnus  witness  sail  that 
tolu  would  be  identified  analytically  by  the  cinnamic 
acid  it  contains.  A  parting  shot  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
brought  the  reply  that  the  Government  analyst  would  be 
able  to  test  the  accuracy  of  his  statements  as  to  the 
composition  of  the  syrup. 

After  Luncheon 
Sir,  £.hilj?  Magnus  was  in  the  chair,  and  Dr.  Chappie 
it     itt    Dalziel  were  among  the  members  present. 
Mr.  Wm.  Rudderham,  general  manager  of  Coleman  & 


Co.,  Ltd.,  proprietors  of  Wincarnis,  said  the  company 
was  farmed  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  a  preparation  known  as  "  Liebig's  Extract 
of  Meat  and  Malt  Wine — Coleman's,"  which  had  for  some- 
years  previously  been  manufactured  and  sold  by  Wm.. 
Coleman,  trading  as  Coleman  &  Co.  In  1889  this  prepara- 
tion was  renamed  "  Wincarnis,"  a  name  specially  invented 
and  adopted  by  the  company  for  the  purpose  of  its  busi- 
ness. The  company  employed  between  400  and  50© 
persons,  and  occupied  extensive  premises  in  Norwich. 
"  Wincarnis  "  could  only  be  sold  by  those  holding  a  wine- 
licence.  The  ingredients  consisted  of  high-class  foreign 
wine  meat  extract,  and  extract  of  malt,  all  of  the  very 
best  quality  obtainable.  A  large  amount  of  the  wine  was 
specially  grown  for  and  imported  by  the  company,  and. 
for  some  years  past  they  had  paid  in  Excise  duties  alone- 
on  the  wine  used  sums  averaging  over  25,000/.  per  annum.. 
The  labels  stated  that  it  was  made  from  choice  wine,  and 
no  one,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Mary  Sturge,  could  take  it 
without  knowing  that  they  were  drinking  wine. 

Wincarnis  contained  no  drug  or  any  substance  or  ingre- 
dient other  than  those  specified  on  the  bottle  as  sold,  and 
the  label  on  each  bottle  contained  the  dosage  to  be  takem 
by  the  patient — viz.,  "  A  small  wineglassful  may  be  taken 
three  times  a  day." 

Their  secret  consisted  in  the  process  by  which  they  had 
overcome  the  difficulty  in  making  a  satisfactory  mixture 
of  wine,  meat  extract,  and  extract  of  malt  which  would  be 
palatable  and  remain  stable  and  clear  in  appearance- 
This  trade  secret  it  would  be  injurious  to  them  to  be  com- 
pelled to  disclose. 

They  did  not,  nor  had  they  at  any  time  advertised 
Wincarnis  as  a  cure  for  any  specific  disease,  but  as  a- 
restorative,  and  as  being  beneficial  in  cases  of  anaemia, 
sleeplessness,  brain-fag,  weakness,  debility,  exhaustion, 
nervous  disorders,  and  particularly  in  the  convalescent 
stage  of  illness  and  after  influenza. 

In  advocating  the  beneficial  effects  of  Wincarnis  they 
were  acting  not  only  upon  the  experience  of  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  but  also  upon  their  knowledge  that  many 
doctors  had  during  that  period  recommended  Wincarnis; 
as  beneficial  for  those  ailments,  and  had  acquainted  them 
with  the  facts  and  satisfactory  results. 

At  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  witness  handed  in  for 
inspection  a  number  of  letters  from  medical  men.  It  had' 
been  suggested  that  the  statement  made  that  Wincarnis- 
had  been  recommended  by  over  10,000  medical  men  was 
untrue.  He  asserted  the  truth  of  the  statement,  and  was- 
prepared  to  substantiate  it.  These  recommendations  con- 
sisted either  of  letters  direct  from  doctors  to  the  com- 
pany approving  the  article  or  letters  to  the  company 
requesting  them  to  send  direct  to  a  named  patient  of  his  a 
free  bottle  of  the  article,  and  they  had  had  over  10,000' 
of  such  recommendations.  The  company  certainly  felt 
justified  in  saying  that  doctors  had  recommended  the- 
article  if  they  requested  them  to  send  to  their  patients 
a  bottle  of  the  article  which  they  were  willing  to  do  free 
of  charge. 

Hs  had  also  a  number  of  unsolicited  letters  from 
patients  who  had  been  recommended  by  their  doctors  to 
take  Wincarnis,  but  these  were  not  included  in  the  figure 
of  10,000. 

Correspondence  with  a  Doctor. 

He  remembered  a  correspondence  between  the  company 
and  a  doctor  named  Simpson,  of  Plymouth,  which  took 
place  in  the  year  1909  referred  to  by  Dr.  Mary  Sturge. 
He  asked  the  company  to  send  him  for  his  inspection, 
without  stating  the  reason,  the  doctors'  recommendations 
and  testimonials  which  the  company  stated  in  their  adver- 
tisements they  held.  The  result  of  the  correspondence 
was  that  the  company  offered  to  allow  him  or  someone 
on  his  behalf  to  inspect  the  testimonials  if  he  gave  an 
undertaking  that  the  name  of  any  doctor  who  had  given  a), 
testimonial  should  not  be  disclosed  to  any  person.  This 
was  refused,  and  such  refusal  was  considered  as  evidence 
that  the  application  was  not  simply  to  satisfy  himself  as 
to  the  truth  of  the  company's  statements,  but  was  intended 
for  some  purpose  not  disclosed. 

In  the  year  1909,  in  anticipation  of  the  visit  of  Dr. 
Simpson,  the  company  had  the  whole  of  their  testimonials 
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and  recommendations  specially  counted  and  laid  out.  The 
man  in  charge  of  their  advertising  department  at  that 
time  was  named  "  Spurin,"  and  witness  presented  a  copy 
of  the  certificate  which  he  furnished  to  him  at  the  time. 
Some  little  time  prior  to  this  application  of  Dr.  Simpson, 
a  man  who  stated  he  was  secretary  to  a  temperance  society 
■wrote  the  company  to  supply  him  with  the  names  of  the 
doctors  who  had  recommended  their  preparation,  which  in 
their  interest  and  treating  their  communications  as  confi- 
dential they  declined  to  do.  He  then  wrote  an  abusive 
letter,  and  they  discontinued  the  correspondence,  and 
shortly  afterwards  an  article  appeared  in  a  small  temper- 
ance magazine,  probably  written  by  the  man  who  had 
applied  to  them  for  the  testimonials,  attacking  the  pre- 
paration and  the  bona  fides  of  their  advertisements,  stat- 
ing that  they  had  no  doctors'  testimonials,  although  they 
stated  they  had,  and  setting  out  an  analysis  of  "  Win- 
carnis  "  which  appeared  in  the  "  British  Medical  Journal, 
but  altering  the  wording  of  such  analysis  so  far  as  it 
referred  to  other  ingredients  than  alcohol — meat  and 
extract  of  malt  and  glucose  into  "  water1'— leading  the 
readers  to  imagine  that  the  preparation  referred  to  was 
mainly  composed  of  alcohol  and  water,  and,  therefore,  a 
high  price  was  charged  for  "  Norwich  water."  The 
company  were  prepared  to  justify  all  the  statements  of 
fact  contained  in  the  advertisements  that  were  being 
issued  by  them. 

.  With  reference  to  the  suggestions  made  before  the 
committee  that  the  alcoholic  strength  should  be  stated 
on  the  bottle,  he  maintained  that  there  was  no  justifica- 
tion as  regarded  medicated  wines  for  any  such  require- 
ment. .  •  , 

Throughout  the  company's  long  experience  he  had  not 
had  any  complaint  that  Wincarnis  was  being  used  for 
its  intoxicating  effects,  or  that  it  had  induced  the 
alcoholic  habit.  The  quantity  instructed  to  be_  taken 
stated  on  each  bottle  -would  not  have  any  intoxicating 
effects. 

As  regarded  the  proposal  or  suggestion  that  they 
should  state  on  the  bottle  the  name,  exact  quantity  of 
the  ingredients,  and/or  the  process  of  manufacture,  he 
said  without  hesitation  that  this  would  mean  the  imme- 
diate and  complete  destruction  of  their  business,  as 
there  were  firms  who  already  manufactured  substitutes 
for  the.ir  preparation  and  supplied  such  substitutes  to 
traders  to  be  sold  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  their 
preparation,  and  if  they  had  to  give  their  trade  secrets 
it  would  enable  those  persons  to  copy  or  attempt  to  copy 
their  article  and  to  state  it  was  made  on  their  formula 
and  thus  get  the  benefit  of  our  skill  and  enterprise. 

They  had  had  Wincarnis  analysed  from  time  to  time 
during  the  period  of  its  existence  by  Mr.  Sutton,  of 
Norwich,  the  county  analyst,  and  the  company  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  sending  out  a  printed  copy  of  this 
analysis  wrapped  up  with  each  bottle.  The  company's 
preparation  (the  trade  in  which  had  taken  years  to  build 
up,  and  large  sums  had  been  invested  during  its  growth) 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  books  issued  by  the  Medical 
Association  under  the  title  of  "  Secret  Remedies,"  and 
recent  agitation  against  it  was  not  on  its  merits,  but 
entirely  created  and  fostered  by  persons  who  objected 
to  alcohol  in  any  shape  or  form — the  public  were  not 
deceived  as  to  what  the  preparation  was  composed  of, 
and  they  submitted  that  the  fact  that  it  was  in  use  in 
many  hospitals  (including  the  Army  hospitals)  was 
sufficient  proof  that  it  was  recognised  by  medical 
opinion  as  a  preparation  of  considerable  value. 

In  reply  to  the  Chairman,  witness  said  an  analysis  of 
Wincarnis  appeared  some  years  ago  in  the  '.'  British 
Medical  Journal."  That  analysis  and  the  criticism  there 
made  he  considered  fair  and  reasonable,  and  the  company 
did  not  obiect  to  it.  The  company  spent  on  an  average 
about  50,000'.  per  annum  on  advertising.  Wincarnis 
contained  17  per  cent,  of  alcohol. 

Chemists'  Wine-licences. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  questioned  Mr.  Rudderham  on  the 
question  of  chemists'  licences  and  the  sale  of  the  Win- 
carnis preparations  by  chemists.  He  (witness)  had  not 
heard  of  a  proposal  to  issue  a  modified  licence  to  allow 


chemists  to  sell  only  medicated  wines,  but  he  considered 
the  granting  of  such  a  licence  would  be  a  good  thing. 
It  was  difficult  for  chemists  at  the  present  time,  he 
agreed,  to  take  out  a  wine  licence  and  not  develop  a 
general  trade  in  wines  in  order  to  pay  for  the  licence. 
The  amount  of  the  wine  licence  could  not  be  covered 
by  selling  medicated  wines  alone.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
brought  out  the  fact  that  in  1888  the  company  ceased 
to  stamp  Wincarnis  and  quinine,  because  of  an  intimation 
from  the  Inland  Revenue  that  it  came  under  the  category 
of  a  medicated  wine.  A  chemist  can  sell  Wincarnis 
with  quinine  without  a  licence,  but  in  order  to  sell 
Wincarnis  he  must  have  a  wine  licence.  Wincarnis, 
however,  being  recommended  for  certain  diseases,  must 
have  a  medicine  stamp,  so  that  two  duties  are  paid. 
The  analysis  of  Wincarnis  in  the  "  British  Medical 
Journal"  gave,  in  addition  to  the  ingredients,  some  figures 
and  percentages.  At  that  time  Wincarnis  was  being  adver- 
tised in  the  medical  journals.  This  they  had  discon- 
tinued for  some  years,  as  it  did  not  prove  so  remunerative 
as  sampling  the  doctors  direct.  The  sales  of  Wincarnis 
to-day  are  largely  due,  he  considered,  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  it  by  medical  men  to  their  patients.  He  did  not 
know  whether  medical  men  recommended  it  for  the  quinine, 
malt-extract,  meat-extract,  or  the  wine,  but  he  presiuned 
it  was  the  combination  that  produced  the  good  effect.  It 
certainly  was  an  unusual  way  of  giving  quinine. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Lawson,  witness  said  if  the  formula 
were  disclosed  the  result  would  mean  the  production  of 
many  inferior  preparations  of  the  same  wine.  From  the 
temperance  point  of  view  the  disclosure  could  not,  in  his 
opinion,  have  any  effect  at  all  on  the  6ale  of  medicated 
wines.  The  company  had  never  had  brought  to  their 
notice  in  the  Law  Oourt6,  or  outside,  any  case  of  illness 
caused  by  alcoholic  excess  from  the  use  of  Wincarnis. 
When  Wincarnis  was  first  advertised  in  the  medical  papers 
no  conditions  were  made,  no  objections  were  made,  and,  so 
far  as  he  knew,  no  request  was  made  by  the  managers  of 
the  advertising  department  of  the  medical  journals  as  to  a 
guarantee  of  composition  or  genuineness. 

Dr.  Chappie  began  his  examination  by  suggesting  that 
the  testimonials  from  doctors  were  in  many  cases  merely 
expressions  of  gratitude  for  favours  received  in  the  shape 
of  samples  of  Wincarnis.  Witness  thought,  on  the  other 
hand,  these  were  genuine  expressions  of  opinion  from, 
results  noted  in  practice.  Dr.  Chappie  then  read  the 
opinions  of  Sir  Thomas  Barlow,  Sir  James  Barr,  Sir 
Alfred  Pearce  Gould,  Dr.  Robert  Hutchison,  and  Dr. 
Briggs  against  the  use  of  medicated  wines.  With  the 56 
opinions  witness  disagreed  entirely.  Dr.  Chappie  then 
asked  witness  if  he  did  not  consider  it  wrong  to  recom- 
mend a  young  girl  to  take  an  equivalent  in  alcohol  to  a 
glass  of  raw  whisky  in  a  day.  In  the  combination  as 
Wiiicarnis  with  the  other  ingredients,  witness  did  not 
consider  the  17  per  cent,  alcohol  three  times  a  day  as 
likely  to  produce  the  alcohol  habit.  When,  elaborating 
this,  Dr.  Chappie  asktxL  witness  if  he  did  not  know  that 
it  was  by  taking  small  quantities  like  that  at  first  that  all 
drunkards  were  produced,  Sir  Philip  Magnus  helped  wit- 
ness out  by  suggesting  that  he  thought  some  drunkards 
might  be  produced  in  that  way,  comparatively  few  who 
took  that  quantity  of  alcohol  in  a  day  became  drunkards. 
Dr.  Chappie's  final  question'  was  in  regard  to  the  state- 
ment on  the  label  that  Wincarnis  and  quinine  wan  madn 
according  to  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Witness's  answer 
to  that  was  that  the  same  proportion  of  quinine  (1  gr.  to 
1  oz.)  was  used  as  in  B.P.  quinine-wine. 

Mr.  Lynch  asked  where  the  Wincarnis  vinsyard  was. 
Witness  said  he  would  prefer  not  to  answer  that.  Their 
advertising  did  not  tend  to  increase  further  than  that 
everything  in  business  had  a  tendency  to  incrsase. 

Sir  Henry  Dalziel  asked  witness,  with  regard  to  the 
10,000  medical  testimonials,  whether  he  seriously  con- 
sidered, as  Dr.  Chappie  had  suggested,  that  medic*.]  men 
would  be  bought  by  a  sample  of  Wincarnis.  Witness 
thought  the  testimonials  were  much  more  than  gratitude 
for  favours  received. 

A  question  or  two  from  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  with  regard  to 
so-called  "  invalid  "  port6  on  the  market  concluded  the 
evidence  for  the  day. 

The  Committee  will  meet  again  on  Thursday ;  April  3. 
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Kinematography. 

AMONG  the  rapid  risers  of  the  past  decade  nothing 
rivals  the  aeroplane  so  much  as  that  popular  medium 
of  amusement  and  diversion,  the  kinematograph.  Few 
things  appear  to  have  a  greater  future  before  them  than 
this,  but  keen  outlookers  are  doubtful  about  this  if  the 
exploitation  continues   merely  on  the  present  lines  of 
popularity.    The  promoters  of  the  International  Kine- 
matograph  Exhibition  being  held  this  week  in  Olympia, 
London,  W.,   recognise  this,  with  the  result  that  con- 
ferences are  a  feature,  as  well  as  welfare  work,  several 
exhibits  in  the  latter  being  of  special  interest  to  our 
readers.    Thus  Boots  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd.,  show  a  model 
of  their  printing  house  in  Nottingham,  which  looks  bril- 
liant at  night  when  lighted  up,  besides  photographs  of 
departments  (including  an  Insurance  prescription-pricing 
office),  specimens  of  employes'   reference  cards,  and  of 
welfare  work  arrangements.    A  descriptive  pamphlet  of 
the  last  shows  that  the  work  is  in  regard  to  (1)  comfort 
of  the  workers,  (2)  health,  (3)  encouragement  of  thrift, 
(4)  education,  (5)  Tecreation,  and  (6)  social  matters.  As 
to  the  fourth,  we  learn  that  it  includes  Sir  Jesse  Boot 
scholarships  to  the  value  of  175?.  per  annum,  which  are 
open  for    competition  to   all  unqualified    employes  of 
the  firm  of  not  less  than  two  years'  standing,  for  a  MinoT 
examination  course  of  study  at  a  School  of  Pharmacy. 
More  than  forty  of  the  company's  assistants  have  qualified 
by  this  means,  and  all  who  have  entered  for  the  Minor 
examination  this  year  have  passed.    Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.  exhibit  photographs  of  their  welfare  work 
in  Dartford,  which  was  inaugurated  by  Mr.  Henry  S. 
Wellcome,  by  the  purchase  of  the  Manor  House  there, 
and  which  is  now  familiar  to  the  drug-trade  as  the  most 
conspicuous  and  successful  effort  of  the  kind  in  pharmacy. 
Cadbury  Bros.,  Ltd.,  of  Bourn ville,  introduce  the  kine- 
matograph as  a  means  of  industrial  illustration  and  social 
work,  an  interesting  display  being  given  of  the  processes 
of  chocolate  and  cocoa  manufacture,  the  films  being  inter- 
spersed with  others  showing  the  workers  at  play.  These 
have  to  be  seen  in  order  to  realise  the  perfection  of  the 
factory  equipment,  and  the  thoughtful  care  expended  on 
the  welfare  of  the  employes.    We  had  occasion  a  few  years 
ago  to  describe  and  illustrate  what  J.  Crosfield  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  soap  manufacturers,  Warrington,  have  done  in  the 
latter  regard  for  their  workers.    At  the  Exhibition  they 
give  a  graphic  demonstration  of  this  by  photographs  and 
lantern  views.    A  most  impressive  display  is  made  by  the 
National  Cash  Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  the  president  of  which, 
Mr.  John  H.  Patterson,  is  a  Vice-President  of  the  Exhibi- 
tion, while  Mr.  H.  C.  Banwell,  the  manager  on  this  side, 
13  on  the  Advisory  Committee  of  the  Social  and  Industrial 
Welfare  Sections.    The  company  have  brought  from  the 
other  side  their  magnificent  industrial  hygiene  exhibit, 
which  received  the  Livingston  Seaman  gold  medal  at  the 
International  Congress  of  Hygiene  and  Demography,  held 
in  Washington  last  year.    The  exhibit  is  made  up  chiefly 
of  a  series  of  photographs  illustrating  the  works  of  the 
company  at  Dayton,  which  happily  rise  above  the  Hood 
that  has  devastated  the  city,  and  is  now  a  centre  of  relief. 
A  fine  model  of  the  factory,  constructed  to  scale  and 
covering  many  square  feet,  is  exhibited.    The  systematic 
exposition  of  the  hygienic  arrangements  is  attracting  the 
attention  of  authorities,  even  from  Whitehall.  Beside 
this  exhibit  is  another  of  lantern  arid  kinematograph 
demonstrations  of  the  welfare  work  inaugurated  by  Mr. 
Patterson,  as  well  as  the  factory  operations.    On  Tuesday 
afternoon  Mr.  Banwell  gave  a  lecture  on  the  practical 
value  of  moving  pictures  in  welfare  work  to  an  audience 
of  400,  Sir  John  Kirk  presiding.    In  this  he  used  three 
sets  of  kinematographs  drawn  from  industrial  centoes  in 
various  parts  of  the  world,  some  also  from  his  company's 
works.    This  proved  to  be  a  complete  justification  of  the 
social  objects  of  the  Exhibition  and  conferences,  and  Mr. 
Banwell,  being  a  fluent   and  graphic   lecturer,  greatly 
delighted  his  audience.    He  suggested  that  a  society  might 
be  formed  with  the  object  of  furthering  the  welfare  section, 
and    Sir   John  Kirk,  in   proposing   a   vote    of  thanks, 
expressed  hie  keen  appreciation  of  the  address  and  the 
pictures  shown.  i  1 


Postal  Address: 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  "  (two  words). 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  any  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following:  inquiries  : 


19/53. 

12/65. 

19/36. 

20/53. 

20/4. 

15/50. 

20/340. 

15/63. 

20/3. 

15/55. 

20/34. 

17/43. 


"  Tricofilina  "  :  suppliers. 
"  Homo-Quinine  "  :  supply. 
"  Spermalozine  "  :  suppliers. 
"Lotus"  toilet-rolls:  makers. 
'Darmstadt  cachets":  suppliers. 
Drucquer's  tooth-powder  :  supply. 
"Rose  de  Filka "  perfume:  supply. 
"  Excellens  "  vulcanite  fine- tooth  combs. 
'  Anserol  "  embrocation:  address  of  makers. 
"  Lactated  Iron  Tablets"  (in  tins):  makers. 
"  Dorothy "  safety  straps  (for  baby's  chair). 
"  Confection  Paramilla  with  Menthol  "  :  supply. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  others  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Bandage-winding  machinery, 
17/58 

Beeswax    (Benguelan,  Mo- 
rooean,  Chilian,  etc.,  for 
export  to  Russia),  19/9 
Boroform,  17/8 
Cockle's  pills,  19/37 
Cyclamen  perfume,  17/20 
Cystopurin,  15/51 
Diaptherin,  17/18 
Drug-brokers,  18/54 
Fleurilised  wax,  17/21 
Glass-istoppered  perfume 
tubes  (with  metal  covers), 
16/6 

"  Gonovert,"  19/36 
Green  actinic  limes,  16/61 
Hygol,  15/44 
Kaloderma  soap,  20/4 
"  Kemikol  "  razor-strop, 
18/3 


Muthu's  formaldehyde  in- 
halers, 19/45 

Pearson's  "  Ideal "  hair- 
brushes, 16/32 

Perfume  bottles  (glass-stop- 
pered with  rod  attached 
and  metal  covers),  16/6 

Pewter  syringes  (makers). 
18/52 

Procter's  vapour  diff users, 
12/58 

"  Quickwhite,"  17/38 
"Rexall"  remedies  (British 

supply),  13/26 
"Scarlet     R"  (Biebrich), 

16/56 

Schleich's  marmorseife,  19/34 
Sikes'      hydrometers  and 

tables,  19/44 
Tare-Kura,  17/19 
Unna's  marble  soap,  17/37 


C.  &  D.  Shops  Act  Notice. — An  inspector  of  shops  under 
one  of  the  County  Councils,  writing  in  regard  to  the  notice- 
card  which  we  publish  for  exhibition  by  chemists  during 
closing  hours  on  the  half-holiday,  says :  "  The  notice  seems 
to  be  as  little  objectionable  to  the  shopkeeper  as  it  can  be 
made."    We  supply  a  pair  of  the  notices  for  Sd.,  post  free. 

German  Drugs  and  Chemicals,  1912. — According  to  the 
annual  report  of  a  Berlin  house,  the  chemical  industry,  which 
up  to  the  autumn  had  prospered  very  well,  was  materially 
disturbed  by  the  Balkan  War,  with  its  accompanying 
diminished  confidence  on  the  part  of  buyers,  which  was 
intensified  by  the  high  rates  for  money.  On  the  whole, 
however,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  industry  will  be  well 
satisfied  with  the  business  done  in  1912.  Exports  and 
imports  of  German  drugs  and  pharmaceutical  products  both 
showed  increases.  The  tendency  of  prices  was  generally 
upwards,  and  it  is  only  since  the  autumn  that  they  have 
shown  a  disposition  to  fall.  The  demand  for  medicine  grows 
steadily,  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  the  sick  benefit 
and  general  trade  prosperity.  The  unrest  in  China 
occasioned  an  increase  in  the  price  of  Chinese  products, 
which  for  a  lengthy  period  could  not  be  transported  to  the 
coast.  The  bad  weather  in  the  summer  affected  the  collec- 
tion of  most  medicinal  plants,  and  proved  to  be  very  damag- 
ing to  roots.  While  the  cultivation  and  collection  of  these 
products  is  diminishing  in  Germany,  Russia,  Hungary,  North 
America,  and  Japan  became  larger  furnishers. 
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OBSERVATIONS   AND  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  Retrospective  View 

completing  your  admirable  series 
of  articles  on  the  new  epoch  naturally  suggests  a  few 
forward-looking  thoughts,  and  your  last  sentence  as 
naturally  directs  these  into  a  hopeful  channel.  Progress 
in  the  future  may  fairly  be  anticipated  from  such  rapid 
progress  in  the  past — progress  along  the  same  lines,  though 
not  at  the  same  rate.  I  am  not  in  the  prophetical  busi- 
ness, nor  do  I  forget  your  wise  caution  against  exaggera- 
tion, whether  as  to  the  good  or  the  bad  effects  of  the  new 
'Act,  but  one  cannot  help  speculating  a  little  upon  the 
upshot  of  so  great  a  change  of  conditions.  The  trans- 
ference of  an  immense  amount  of  dispensing  from  the 
doctor  to  the  pharmacist  is  an  accomplished  fact  which 
must  necessarily  have  far-reaching  results,  one  of  which 
seems  to  be  already  foreshadowed  in  the  advertising 
columns  of  your  Coloured  Supplement.  Very  many 
chemists  who  have  hitherto  worked  single-handed  will  in 
the  future  keep  an  assistant.  This  will  improve  both  the 
quality  and 

The  Status  of  Assistants, 

and  by  so  doing  will  increase  their 
power.  There  will  be  more  of  them,  they  will  be  better 
paid,  and  will  have  a  solidarity  for  concerted  action  which 
they  have  hitherto  lacked.  Now,  revolutions  usually 
come  from  below ;  the  ultimate  power  in  all  industries  lies 
with  the  workers,  and  it  may  be  confidently  anticipated 
that  the  chemist's  assistant  of  the  future  will  insist  on 
shorter  hours  (and  better  terms  generally)  than  he  has  had 
in  the  past.  And  since  two  pairs  of  hands  working 
together  can  do  more  than  double  the  work  of  either  pair 
working  alone,  the  employer  will  be  able  to  concede  this 
without  loss ;  indeed,  it  will  be  as  welcome  to  him  as  to 
his  assistant,  for  working  at  higher  pressure  he  will  re- 
quire more  recreation  himself.  To  some  of  the  more 
short-sighted  among  us  It  will  seem  paradoxical  to  expect 
shorter  hours  from  increased  work,  the  immediate 
tendency  of  which  has  been  to  lengthen  them ;  but  when 
things  have  fallen  into  shape  this  may  quite  conceivably 
happen.  At  any  rate,  we,  whether  employers  or  assis- 
tants, shall  be  less  like  slaves  and  more  like  men.  The 
results  which  may  follow  from  this,  time  alone  can  show. 
The  Effect  of  the  Shops  Act 

has  proved  in  the  case  of  one 
pharmacist  to  have  been  very  serious  indeed,  but  his 
experience  is  somewhat  exceptional.  It  certainly  seems, 
so  far  as  Liverpool  is  concerned,  as  if  the  Act  has  been 
a  boon,  otherwise  we  would  have  found  more  than  four 
in  a  meeting  of  Liverpool  pharmacists  in  favour  of  getting 
rid  of  the  half-day  closing.  It  may  be  quite  true 
that  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  returns  from  a  given  shop 
on  the  half-days  as  compared  with  the  same  whole  days 
a  year  ago,  but  before  this  can  be  regarded  as  decisive  it 
would  be  essential  to  have  figures  for  the  days  before  and 
after  the  half-day,  and  also  to  know  what  relation  the 
loss  bore  to  the  whole  returns  of  the  period  in  question. 
In  these  days  of  check-tills  it  would  be  quite  a  simple 
matter  to  get  accurate  comparisons  with  a  previous  year's 
trading,  and  I  hope  some  of  your  readers  will  be  sufficiently 
enterprising  to  undertake  the  calculation,  by  way  of  find 
ing  out  what  the  actual  financial  loss  (or  gain)  of  the  half- 
day  has  been.  Fortunately,  money  is  not  everything,  and, 
as  some  of  the  Liverpool  speakers  contended,  the  half -day 
is  a  blessing  to  the  small  chemist  who  works  single- 
handed.  Nevertheless,  if  it  can  be  shown  that  the  half- 
day  means  a  serious  inroad  on  the  chemist's  income,  that 
fact  will  exercise  considerable  influence  when  any  fresh 
decision  has  to  be  made  on  the  question. 
Substitution  in  Trade  " 

cannot  be  defended,  and  the  men 
who  substitute  ought  to  be  very  severely  dealt  with.  I 
fear,  however,  that  they  will  not  be  detected  by  the  system 
expounded  by  Mr.  Russell.    This  scheme  may  have  been 


original,  but  it  has  the  inherent  defect  of  its  kind  that  no 
shopman  who  is  not  a  born  idiot  would  attempt  to  palm 
off  a  "  substitute  "  in  the  presence  of  a  third  party.  But 
why  should  not  a  shopman  try  to  sell  a  competing  article, 
even  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses?  Always  provided 
he  tells  the  truth  and  uses  no  unfair  means,  every  shopman 
has  a  perfect  right  to  try  to  sell  what  he  likes.  It  may 
be  very  inconvenient  to  Jones  &  Co.  if  I  take  a  notion  to 
sell  Brown's  Balsam  of  Honey  in  preference  to  their  Herb 
Balm  ;  but  if  Brown  allows  me  a  living  profit  of  7>d.  in  the 
shilling  and  Jones  &  Co.  think  I  am  well  paid  with  l^d. , 
I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  why  I  am  not  to  recom- 
mend Brown's  Balsam  in  preference  to  Jones's  Balm.  Does 
Mr.  Russell  object  to  my  doing  this?  and,  if  he  does,  how 
is  he  going  to  prevent  me  doing  it  ?  This  kind  of  per- 
suasion is  harmless  compared  with  the  much  more  insidious 
form  of  trading  referred  to  last  week,  where  a  body  of 
so-called  intelligent  men  have  agreed  to  substitute 
"  equivalents  "  in  prescriptions.  If  your  interpretation  is 
correct,  the  affair  is  scandalous,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
explanation  one  must  assume  that  your  view  of  this  extra- 
ordinary publication  is  correct.  But  how  does  Mr.  Russell 
propose  to  catch  these  delinquents? 
Laboratory  Notes 

from  the  dispensary  of  a  large  hospital 
are  sure  to  be  of  considerable  value,  and  Messrs.  Hocking 
and  Gillett  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having  turned  their 
analytical  records  to  such  good  account.  I  am  especially 
interested  to  observe  the  high  level  of  quality  in  the  drugs 
supplied  to  the  hospital,  since  we  are  often  told  that  the 
contract  system,  with  presumably  the  acceptance  of  the 
lowest  tender,  leads  to  adulteration.  According  to  the 
figures  supplied,  this  is  quite  erroneous.  The  fact  is  that 
from  the  manner  in  which  every  good  hospital  looks  after 
its  supplies  nowadays,  adulteration  is  practically  impos- 
sible, even  though  the  contractors  were  desirous,  which  I 
do  not  believe,  of  risking  the  attempt.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  powdered  nux  vomica  when  purchased  yielded 
only  1  per  cent,  of  strychnine,  as  against  1.5  per  cent, 
when  the  seeds  were  powdered  at  the  dispensary,  but  the 
difference,  though  wide,  is  susceptible  of  explanation.  I 
observe  that  "  the  state  of  the  weather  "  gets  the  blame  of 
some  low  figures,  and,  though  the  explanation  is  unusual, 
it  shows  the  scrupulous  fairness  of  the  workers.  It  might 
throw  some  light  on  the  subject  if  the  barometric  pressure 
were  regularly  recorded,  particularly  when  volatile  liquids 
like  sulphurous  acid  and  even  glacial  acetic  acid  are  being 
estimated.  My  own  impression  is  that  the  amount  of 
vapour  in  the  atmosphere  has  more  to  do  with  the  variation 
in  results  than  we  give  it  credit  for. 

Your  Exposure  of  the  Pretensions 

of  the  unqualified  store- 
keepers to  a  place  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Register  is  un- 
answerable and,  so  far  as  their  present  attitude  is  con- 
cerned, complete,  but  there  is  another  point  on  which 
you  do  not  to^ich.  What  course  do  these  gentlemen  pro- 
pose for  the  future  ?  Suppose  their  claim  is  allowed,  and 
they  are  put  on  the  register,  do  they  intend  to  go  on 
increasing  the  ranks  of  the  unqualified  by  admitting  to 
business  anybody  who  has  served  an  apprenticeship  of  any 
kind  to  one  of  their  own  number,  and  then  having  these 
new  men  also  put  on  the  register,  though,  like  themselves, 
they  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  an  Act  so  easily  evaded  as  the  Pharmacy 
Act  ?  For  clearly  if  the  present  claimants  are  admitted 
to  the  register  the  Act  will  have  been  evaded  and,  if  the 
process  is  to  continue  indefinitely,  will  become  a  dead 
letter.  Perhaps  I  do  them  an  injustice  as  astute  business 
men  in  asking  this  question,  but  it  seems  pertinent. 
Possibly,  however,  they  only  want  to  be  registered  them- 
selves, and  will  then  fall  into  line  with  pharmacists ;  but 
in  that  case  what  becomes  of  their  consistency  ?  On  what 
grounds  of  Teason  or  common  justice  can  they  claim  for 
themselves  what  they  would  deny  to  their  successors  ? 
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SLUGS  IN  GARDENS. 

They  have  their  exits  and  their  entrances,  but  there 
is  no  entrance  when  Sanitas  Ponder  is  used.  This 
is  a  fact  which  ail  retailers  should  take  note  of, 
and  tell  their  customers  when  they  want  a  house- 
hold disinfecting  powder  that  the  "Sanitas" 
preparation  serves  a  double  purpose  :  (1)  it  is  a 
reliable  deodorant  and  microbe-killer  for  use  in 
closets,  drain  openings,  and  the  like  ;  (2)  to  keep  slugs 
out  of  thegarden  by  sprinkling  the  powder  all  round 
the  bottom  of  the  fence.  Mr.  W.  P.  Wright,  in 
The  Garden,  Week  by  Week,  says: — "The  par- 
ticular hint  I  am  going  to  give  you  about  slugs  is  to 
scatter  '  Sanitas  '  Powder  on  the  soil  amongst  the 
plants.  Slugs  simply  loathe  it." 
Since  the  Sanitas  Company  Ltd.  brought  these 
facts  to  the  knowledge  of  the  trade,  they  have 
noticed  that  many  chemists  have  much  increased 
their  sales  of  Sanitas  Powder  and  added  to  their 
incomes.  Special  showcards  can  be  obtained  on 
application  to — 

THE  SANITAS  COMPANY  LIMITED, 

LOCKSLEY    STREET,    LIMEHOUSE,   LONDON,  E. 


FRENCH 

ar\d  all  Foreign 

PROPRIETARY1 
MEDICINES 

carv  be  obtained  from  1 

WILCOX.JOZEAU&C9i 

49  Haymarket  London'SW 
Price.  List  on  Apph'cattH* 
Special  Export  Tzrm$ 

rbrefgn  Pr«scrfp»loMj 
dispensed  for 
Pharmacia  is 


Tylealsin  and  Tyllithin 

(REGISTERED   TRADE  MARKS). 

New  Antipyretics  and  Analgesics  in  Rheumatic 
Affections,  Sciatica,  Influenza,  Common  Colds 
and  the  like. 


VESALVINE  S. 

The  New  Urinary  Antiseptic. 
Cachets  and  Tablets  are  prepared. 


DRUGS  &  CHEMICALS  of  every  description. 

The  most  varied  stock  in  London. 


W.  MARTINDALE,  Manufacturing  Chemist, 

10  NEW  CAVENDISH  ST.,  LONDON,  W. 

Telegraphic  Address— "Martindale,  Chemist,  London." 
Telephone  Nos.— Gerrard  4688  ;  Paddington  1797. 


'W^.ctoud0£i~-~mMm  HAENSELS 
J~-rzZ^£j$  Unequalled .  Speciqhty  ~ 


SiViM. 

Jas.  Burrough  Ltd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

D  I.  Cale  Distillery,  Hutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


t   FOR   THfCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


FLETCHERS 
CONCENTRATED 

Sole  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO.,  Ltd.      |£)f  lOQCL 
London  and  Sydney.  L»I«0f  UVmjf 


Editorial  Articles. 

"  Insomnia  and  Drugs." 

This  is  the  title  of  an  editorial  article  in  "  The  Times  " 
of  March  26,  based  upon  two  inquests  on  persons  who 
died  from  overdoses  of  veronal  or  allied  poison,  which  are 
reported  in  this  issue.  The  article  is  chiefly  in  regard  to 
sleeplessness,  but  reference  is  made  incidentally  to  the 
sale  and  use  of  poisons  and  deaths  occurring  therefrom. 
Our  contemporary  remarks  that — 

It  is  the  sleeplessness,  whether  associated  with  pain  or 
not,  that  determines  the  nature  of  the  poison.  That  is 
obviously  the  case  when  the  overdose  is  taken  by  accident, 
because  such  drugs  are  used  only  to  procure  ease  and 
sleep ;  but  it  is  also  the  case  when  suicide  is  intended. 
Narcotics  are  chosen  in  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
suicides  by  poison.  Several  acids — hydrochloric,  carbolic, 
oxalic,  prussic — are  all  far  more  common,  probably 
because  they  are  cheaper  and  more  readily  procured. 
When  narcotic  drugs  are  used,  it  is  because  the  patient 
has  been  taking  them  for  insomnia. 

The  article  proceeds  to  deal  with  the  precautions  taken 
under  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act  to  limit  the  fatalities 
from  poisons,  and  in  regard  to  the  recent  additions  to  the 
schedule  the  writer  remarks  : 

The  step  may  be  necessary,  and  it  may  have  the  effect 
of  warning  some  ignorant  people  that  certain  preparations 
are  not  so  harmless  as  they  have  supposed.  But  it  will 
not  prevent  those  who  mean  to  take  them  from  doing  so. 
The  drugs  that  figure  by  far  the  most  frequently  in  fatal 
cases  are  the  various  preparations  of  opium,  which  have 
long  been  scheduled  and  hedged  about  with  such  pre- 
cautions that  a  chemist  has  been  known  to  refuse  to 
supply  a  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  with  a  small 
quantity  of  cough-lozenges  containing  morphia  and  ipe- 
cacuanha for  his  own  use.  Legal  restrictions  which  lead 
to  such  an  absurdity  fail,  nevertheless,  to  prevent  persons 
bent  on  drugging  themselves  from  carrying  out  their 
intention.  The  only  real  safeguard  lies  in  knowledge 
and  the  conscious  avoidance  of  a  dangerous  practice. 

The  reference  in  the  first  quotation  to  the  nature  of  the 
poisons  employed  by  suicides  we  accept  as  a  tribute  to  the 
wholesome  effect  of  scheduling  and  precautions  taken  by 
the  registered  vendors  of  scheduled  poisons.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  from  hypnotics,  narcotics,  and  seda- 
tives recorded  in  the  English  Registrar-General's  report 
for  1910  was  124,  including  eighty-seven  deaths  from 
opiates,  ten  from  sulphonal,  and  fifteen  from  veronal ; 
while  from  the  four  acids  mentioned  by  "The  Times" 
there  were  342  deaths,  of  which  300  were  cases  of  suicide. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  deaths  from  carbolic  acid  have 
decreased  in  number  since  it  was  scheduled  as  a  poison; 
for  example,  the  seventy-five  deaths  in  1910  compare  with 
122  and  121  in  1908  and  1909  respectively,  and  the  figures 
were  much  higher  in  previous  years.  The  remarks  by 
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■"  The  Times "  regarding  addiction  to  medicinal  remedies 
for  insomnia  are  wise  and  timely  : 

The  true  cure  for  failure  of  sleep,  as  of  all  functional 
■disorders,  is  to  restore  the  natural  action.  Artificial  aids, 
-which  take  its  place,  have  their  use  and  may  be  invaluable 
in  an  acute  emergency.  Thus  they  are  administered  by 
.physicians  in  grave  illness,  or  to  relieve  severe  pain,  but 
with  discretion  and  temporarily.  So  used,  they  may  help 
to  restore  the  natural  working  which  has  been  suddenly 
upset.  But  recourse  should  never  be  had  to  them  till 
simpler  and  more  natural  remedies  fail.  The  object  of 
self-administration  is  never  to  restore  natural  action, 
which  the  physician  keeps  in  view,  but  simply  to  get 
immediate  relief  anyhow,  and  it  only  plunges  the  sufferer 
deeper  into  a  hopeless  slough.  The  root  of  the  matter 
is  ignorance. 

To  chemists,  as  the  statutory  custodians,  or  rather 
^channels  for  distribution  of  poisons  to  the  public,  these 
observations  are  of  special  interest,  because  chemists  are 
sometimes  able  to  give  a  word  of  caution  to  customers 
-who  may  be  getting  into  a  narcotic  habit.  We  recognise, 
however,  that  as  regards  poisons  in  the  second  part  of  the 
schedule  it  is  no  part  of  the  chemist's  statutory  duty 
-to  question  the  use  to  which  purchasers  are  to  put  the 
articles  (notwithstanding  our  contemporary's  fabulous 
F.R.C.P.  story),  all  that  is  imposed  upon  the  vendors 
being  to  label  the  poisons  in  accordance  with  the  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908 ;  but  everyone  who  handles  these 
potent  articles  must  feel  a  certain  moral  obligation  in  the 
matter,  particularly  as  experience  has  taught  chemists  that 
■without  their  intervention  death  from  poison  must  have 
resulted  much  oftener  than  it  has  done,  the  cause  being 
ignorance  or  misunderstanding  on  the  part  of  the 
(purchasers. 


Tariff  Revision 

Of  Chemists'  Fees  and  Prices  for  Insurance  Act 
Dispensing. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on  Insurance 
Shas  issued  a  revised  tariff  on  which  contracts  for  dis- 
pensing under  the  National  Insurance  Act  are  to  be  based 
for  the  year  beginning  April  15.  This  bears  evidence  of 
hasty  revision  or  too  many  cooks  being  employed  in  the 
job.  The  first  tariff  had  to  be  rushed  through,  and  this 
accounted  for  and  excused  many  obvious  discrepancies, 
^especially  as  it  was  thought  they  would  be  made  good 
at  the  end  of  the  first  three  months,  but  the  revised 
tariff  is  practically  a  reprint  of  the  first  one,  with  a 
number  of  inevitable  alterations  in  price  and  the  following 
additional  principles,  viz.  : 

(1)  "  The  ounce  referred  to  is  the  apothecaries'  ounce 
'H80  grains)." 

(2)  As  to  prescriptions,  "  where  a  duplicate  is  not  sup- 
plied, a  clerical  fee  of  Id.  per  prescription  "  is  to  be  charged 
ior  copying. 

(3)  The  prices  for  all  containers  (including  poison-bottles) 
""  are  to  be  a  deposit  by  the  insured  person,  to  be  refunded 
when  the  container  is  returned." 

The  first  proposition  is  the  exact  antithesis  of  the  Com- 
mittee's declaration  of  February  26  (C.  &  D.,  March  1, 
index  folio  332).  The  words  "by  weight"  should  have 
"been  included  after  "  ounce,"  as  the  fluid  ounce  is 
480  minims  or  437.5  grains  of  water.  In  effect 
this  ruling  results  in  a  loss  of  12  per  cent,  on 
Ahe  charges  for  solids.  Farthings,  which  fall  with 
greater  frequency,  will  also  be  lost.  On  the  other 
hand,  calculation  is  much  simplified.  The  copying-fee  of 
Id.  where  a  duplicate  is  not  supplied  is  a  gain.  No  doubt 
this  will  encourage  many  Insurance  Committees  and  Medi- 
•cal  Committees  to  favour  the  continuation  of  the  supply 
•of  duplicate  prescriptions  to  chemists.  The  inclusion  of 
ipoison-bottles  in  the  deposit  system  will  be  unsatisfactory 


to  many  chemists.  Per  contra,  it  renders  unnecessary 
explanation  to  the  insured  person  why  in  one  case  he  pays 
for  a  bottle  and  in  another  it  is  supplied  free.  The 
changes  in  prices  or  additions  to  the  price-list  are  as 
follows,  those  printed  in  italics  being  new,  and  the  figures 
in  italics  indicate  changes  in  price  : 


Ounce 

Acet.  ipecac   2id. 

Acid,  sulph.  arom.  ...       ...  fid. 

JEther    .  8d. 

Aloinum    Sd. 

Bismuth,  ealicyl  Is.  Id. 

Chloroform.     ...       ...       ...  3e£. 

Conf.  guaiaci  co.  {B.P.C.)  ...  l^d. 
Dec.  aloes  co.  . 
Dec.  cinchon.  rub.  | 
Dec.  hcematox. 
Dec.  sarsce  co. 
Dec.  scoparii  J 
Dec.  senega;  ' 

Emul.  olei  morrh.  t.  hypoph.  (B.P.C.)  Id. 
Emul.  petrolei  c.  hypoph.  (B.P.C.)  lid. 


Drachm 
id. 
id. 
Id. 
Id. 
2d. 
id. 


■  lid.  per  3  oz.  or  part  of  3  oz. 


7id. 
Js. 
td. 
5id. 
Aid. 
id. 
2id. 


Id. 

lid. 

Id. 

Id. 

Id. 

id. 

id. 


lid.  for  3  oz.  or  part  of  3  oz. 


lid. 

'  '.  r 

Id. 

7d. 

.  .  Id.  s 

2s.  lid. 

bd. 

8d. 

Id. 

8d. 

id. 

2s.  lOd. 

Id. 

$id. 

id. 

5d. 

Id.  < 

ts. 

3d. 

lid- 

Id. 

(       Is.  lOd.  ' 

\{id.  per  grain) 

7d. 

Id. 

lid. 

lid. 

lid. 

id. 

Ext.   hyoscy.  vir  

Ferri  et  quinin.  cit. 

Glycerin,  pepsin  

Hexamethylentetramine 
Hydrargyrum  ammon. 
Hydrarg.  6ubchlor. 
Hydrogen  perox.  (20  vols.) 
Inf.  buchu 
Inf.  cinchon.  acid 
Inf.  ergota? 
Inf.  senegee 
Inf.  serpentariae 
Lin.  terebinth. 
Liq.  ferri  perch,  fort. 
Liq.  guttapercha  (B.P.C.) 

Malourea   

01.  caryophyll. 

01.  croton  

Ol.  santal  

Oxymel  scillse 

Potass,  cit.   

Pulv.  cinnam.  co  

Quininse  sulph. 
Rhei  rad.  pv. 
Santonin.   

Scammon.  res. 

Senna  Ind  

Sinapis   

Sod.  sulphocarb  

Sp.  vini  meth. 


It  is  to  be  noted  that  flat  rates  are  retained,  and  even 
slightly  extended — e.g.,  in  the  case  of  decoctions.  With 
infusions  two  flat  rates  furnish  an  additional  complication. 
Notable  omissions  as  regards  corrections  in  pricing  are 
ol.  morrhuse,  pil.  ferri,  and  seidlitz  powders.  Anomalies 
in  regard  to  diepensing-fees  are  left  unchanged,  except  the 
single  powder  now  covered  by  "  Powders,  mixed  or 
weighed,  1  to  6,  2d."  Inconsistency  to  its  own  tariff 
principles  is  a  charge  levelled  at  the  Pharmaceutical  Stand- 
ing Committee.  The  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland 
Chemists'  Association,  which  is  the  only  one  that  has 
thoroughly  examined  the  tariff  in  detail,  has  compiled  a 
list  of  fifty-five  of  these  examples  (index  folio  491).  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  in  twenty-three  instances  prices 
are  raised  more  or  less  in  accordance  with  this  Associa- 
tion's suggestions.  We  may  add  that  similar  incon- 
sistencies occur  regarding  the  drachm  rate.  The  drachm 
rate  for  acid,  sulph.  arom.  is  left  at  id.,  while  for  all  the 
other  drugs  listed  at  Qd.  it  is  Id.  Bismuth,  subgal. 
(11c?.  oz.)  is  priced  2d.  per  drachm,  and  thymol  (same  rate) 
l^d.  per  drachm.  The  drachm  rates  for  podophyllum  resin 
and  quinine  sulphate  are  a  halfpenny  below  others  priced 
at  the  same  ounce  rate.  These  points  will  in  certain  parts 
of  the  country  be  considered  trifling  compared  to  the  all- 
important  fact  that  the  revised  tariff  shuts  the  door  in 
the  face  of  those  who  hoped  that  their  demand  for  better 
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\>ay  would  be  acceded  to.  This  specially  applies  to 
Scotland,  where  figures  ascertained  by  careful  estimate 
prove  that  chemists  in  some  places  will  receive  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  Is.  6d.  per  head  appropriated  for  payment  of 
the  drug  (bills.  This  i6  due  doubtless  to  Scotch  practi- 
tioners being  economical  and  experienced  prescribers,  but 
this  is  to  the  serious  loss  of  Scotch  chemists,  because 
the  dispensing  of  the  prescriptions  has  been  the  business 
of  chemists  in  Scotland  for  over  fifty  years.  The  Insur- 
ance Act,  by  making  such  a  large  proportion  of  the 
customers  ensured  persons  and  supplying  them  with  medi- 
cines at  contract  rates,  wipes  out  a  corresponding  part  of 
the  chemists'  livelihood  without  decreasing  the  work  done 
or  drugs  consumed.  The  skill  and  knowledge  are  the 
same.  The  only  hope  left  for  chemists  in  Scotland  is  the 
autonomy  provided  in  the  Act  for  the  three  countries  and 
the  Principality.  They  must  make  the  most  of  their  case 
before  their  own  Insurance  Commissioners.  This,  we 
understand,  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
(Scotland)  has  been  preparing  for,  and  all  the  districts  in 
the  country  are  demanding  satisfaction.  Things  look 
ominous. 

A  Complimentary  Dinner. 

The  London  Chemists'  Association,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  passing  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act,  inaugu- 
rated the  pleasant  custom  of  punctuating  notable  events 
in  pharmacy  by  organising  a  dinner.  This  is  essentially 
the  Englishman's  method  of  marking  festivals.  Having 
regard  to  the  revolutionary  changes  that  have  been 
brought  about  in  pharmacy  by  the  passing  of  the  National 
Insurance  Act,  and  especially  that  part  which  gives 
chemists  the  greater  part  of  the  dispensing  for  insured 
persons,  the  London  Chemists'  Association  have  resolved 
to  organise  another  dinner.  This  banquet,  which  has 
been  fixed  for  April  10,  is  designed  as  a  recognition  of 
the  work  accomplished  by  those  pharmacists  who  assisted 
in  shaping  the  course  of  the  Bill  in  the  interests  of  phar- 
macy. It  is  therefore  proposed  that  the  guests  of  the 
evening  shall  be  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society),  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  M.P.  (Parlia- 
mentary Secretary),  Mr.  W.  J.  U.  Woolcock  (Organising 
Secretary),  Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell  (Chairman  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Standing  Committee),  and  Mr.  E.  T-  Neather- 
coat  (Chairman  of  the  Organisation  Committee).  Mr. 
T.  H.  W.  Idris,  J.P.,  is  to  occupy  the  chair,  and  several 
members  of  Parliament  are  to  be  present.  Mr.  J. 
Wellesley  Douglas,  19  Kennington  Terrace,  London, 
S.E.,  is  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Dinner  Committee,  and 
will  supply  further  information. 

Grasse  and  Its  Industry. 

During  the  Easter  vacation  "The  Times"  published 
two  delightfully  written  articles  by  a  correspondent  in 
the  South  of  France.  The  one  that  appeared  on  Saturday 
was  on  Grasse,  which  is  described  with  a  vividness  that 
comes  from  an  artistic  eye  and  appreciative  spirit.  It 
concludes  as  follows  : 

From  here  it  is  but  a  step  to  one  of  the  perfumeries, 
over  which  we  are  shown  by  a  large,  motherly  lady,  who 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb  by  talking  nice  slow 
French,  the  French  of  nurses  and  schoolmasters,  which  it 
i-9  comparatively  easy  to  understand.  On  this  particular 
day  there  is  no  work  going  on  in  the  factory ;  why,  it  i6 
not  for  the  moment  very  clear.  The  lady  attributes  it 
quite  simply  to  M.  Poincare,  much  as  in  certain  circles  in 
England  all  conceivable  evils  are  put  down  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  It  appears  afterwards  that  this 
is  the  day  of  M.  Poincare' s  entering  upon  his  office  as 
President,  and  so  in  the  nature  of  a  public  holiday.  Before 
we  actually  entered  the  factory  stray  wafts  of  scent  had 
assailed  us.  In  the  factory  they  are  everywhere — jonquille, 
violet,  cassia,  tuberose,  jasmine,  and  possibly  more;  they 
are  reeled  off  by  our  guide,  who  tells  us  in  a  burst  of 
confidence  that  one  particular  heap  of  violets  has  in  fact 


no  scent  at  all,  and  is  a  "dummy"  only  put  there  to  show, 
to  visitors.  She  further  enters  on  a  long  history  of  the 
various  processes,  in  each  of  which  "  graisse  "  plays  a  largo 
part,  and  something  always  seems  to  happen  at  the  end 
of  "  vingt-quatre  heures."  There  are  frames  and  there 
are  large  vessels  full  of  lard,  and  there  are  volatile  oils  and 
a  hot  method  and  a  cold  method ;  but  the  impression  left  is 
rather  a  vague  one.  We  remember  the  empty,  sombre 
rooms  with  the  big  copper  vessels,  the  pieces  of  lard  laid 
out,  row  by  row,  ready  for  next  day's  work,  and  the 
splendid,  fat  old  woman,  like  a  Rembrandt  picture,  but  of 
the  scientific  process  of  distilling  scent  we  remain  in  abysmal 
ignorance.  Probably,  like  most  scientific  processes,  it  would 
ha-Te  been  just  as  dull  and  difficult  to  understand  in  our 
native  English.  Finally,  we  go  into  the  shop,  and  are 
suddenly  and  outrageously  squirted  with  scent  by  a  polite 
lady,  so  that  for  several  hours  afterwards  we  carry  with 
us  fragrant  memories  of  a  visit  to  Grasse. 
No  indication  is  given  of  whose  factory  is  referred 
to,  but  that  fortunate  owner  has  for  ever  obtained  a  fine 
tribute  to  his  productions.  The  "  fragrant  memories " 
should  be  a  perpetual  advertisement. 

Scheduling  Hypnotics. 

The  "  Apotheker  Zeitung,"  in  reporting  the  changes  in 
the  British  Poison  Schedule,  says  : 

Sulphonal  has  up  to  the  present  been  sold  to  anyone  if 
the  wrapper  bore  the  inscription  "  Poison,"  as  it  belongs 
to  Part  II.  of  the  Schedule.  In  future  it  is  to  be  placed 
in  Part  I.  with  its  homologues  (either  designated  as  trional, 
tetronal,  or  by  any  other  name) — that  is,  it  may  not  be 
sold  to  anyone  not  known  to  the  seller,  or,  failing  that,  to 
one  who  has  not  been  introduced  by  anyone  known  to  the 
seller,  and  every  sale  must  be  accompanied  by  the  date,  the 
name  of  the  buyer,  the  name  and  quantity  of  the  prepara- 
tion, and  the  purpose  of  use,  written  in  the  poison-book ; 
these  declarations  to  be  signed  by  the  buyer  or  by  the 
person  introducing  the  buyer. 

This  is  a  somewhat  startling  interpretation.  On  reading 
the  terms  of  the  Order  as  gazetted  (see  C.  &  D.,  March  22. 
index  folio  446),  it  will  be  observed  that  the  new  entry 
is  to  be  "substituted"  for  the  one  that  was  removed.  It 
has  been  customary  to  say  specifically  in  such  orders  that 
the  poison  is  deemed  to  be  in  Part  I.  or  Part  II.  as  the 
case  may  be,  but  the  omission  in  this  case  appears  to  be 
made  good  by  the  words  "substituted  therefor."  We 
do  not  see  that  this  can  mean  anything  else  than  placing 
sulphonal  and  its  congeners  where  sulphonal  alone  was — 
viz.,  in  Part  II.  If  it  is  not  theTe  it  cannot  be  in  Part  I. 
Our  contemporary's  deduction  is,  therefore,  incorrect. 


PERSONALITIES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  snould  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Me.  and  Mrs.  Sigismund  Kutnow  celebrated  their 
silver  wedding  on  Good  Friday,  March  21. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Sansom,  chemist,  Duke  Street,  Barrow-in- 
Furness,  has  been  appointed  President  of  the  local 
Chamber  of  Trade. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Chapple,  M.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  is  leaving  London 
on  April  4  to  take  part  in  the  inauguration  of  the  first 
Parliament  under  the  new  Chinese  Republic.  The  Patent 
Medicine  Committee  will  miss  him ! 

Mr.  John  McKesson,  of  Messrs.  McKesson  &  Robbins, 
New  York,  sailed  for  Europe  per  s.s.  Amerika  on 
March  14.  He  will  visit  Germany,  Austria,  Holland, 
France,  and  England. 

Mr.  T.  Desnos  (Messrs.  Jules  Denoual  &  Co.)  has 
been  appointed  Vice- Commodore  of  the  British  Motor- 
Boat  Club,  and  in  that  capacity,  as  well  as  a  competitor 
in  the  21-foot  class,  is  attending  the  international  motor- 
boat  races  at  Monte  Carlo. 

Mr.  Julius  Arnold,  representing  Messrs.  Robert 
Gibson  &  Sons,  Ltd.;  medical-lozenge  manufacturers,  has 
issued  a  card  bearing  two  quatrains  of  an  appreciation 
of  Mr.  Lloyd  George  with  reference  to  the  pharmacist's 
share  of  Insurance  medical  benefit,  to  which  he  has  added 
the  appropriate  couplet  : 

"Read  not  this  within  the  pales  of  Party  Strife, 
But  in  the  higher  realms  of  a  Pharmacist's  life." 
Mr.  Arnold  is  not  on  Mr.  Lloyd  George's  side  of  politics. 
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National  Health  Insurance. 

Administration  of  Medical  Benefit  as  regards 
Chemists'  Interests. 


Departmental  Inquiry  as  to  Section  15  (5,  iii). 

A  great  deal  of  evidence  has  already  been  taken  by 
Mr.  Smith  Whitaker  and  his  colleagues  on  the  Depart- 
mental Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  allegations  by  the 
drug-store  proprietors.  The  representatives  of  the  ob- 
jectors have  stated  their  case  to  the  Committee,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  Mr.  Edmund  White, 
B.Sc,  Ph.C,  the  Vice-President,  has  given  evidence  as 
■well  as  Mr.  W.  J.  U.  Woolcock.  It  is  expected  that  Mr. 
W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  M.P.,  will  give  evidence  next  week. 
We  may  recall  the  terms  of  reference — viz.,  to  inquire 
and  report  whether,  having  regard  to  the  interests  of 
insured  persons  in  obtaining  an  efficient  and  rapid  supply 
of  drugs,  medicines,  and  appliances,  and  to  the  conditions 
under  which  those  articles  were  supplied  before  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  any  alteration  is  necessary  in  the  conditions 
laid  down  by  Section  15  (5,  iii).  Some  time  will  elapse 
before  the  report  is  ready  for  presentation  to  the  In- 
surance Commission. 

New  Prescription  Forms. 

In  place  of  the  green  and  pink  triplicate  forms  the 
Commissioners  have  authorised  three  kinds  of  prescrip- 
tion-books printed  on  white  paper.  There  is  little  to 
choose  between  them,  two  being  about  the  size  of  a  cheque- 
book, and  the  third  being  about  5  in.  by  4  in.  The  last 
is  for  doctors  who  do  not  want  to  give  or  keep  a  copy. 
The  cheque-book  style  has  the  sheet  perforated  down  the 
middle.  The  right-hand  portion,  which  bears  the  printed 
prescription-form,  is  to  be  turned  back  upon  carbon  paper 
placed  on  the  blank  left-hand  counterfoil  before  the  pre- 
scription is   written.    In  the  smaller  book  the  carbon 

Form  Med.  10(6.) 

 Insurance  Committee. 


Name  of  Patient. 


a. 

a. 

R 

Price  of  Container 

The  tkctor  should  strike  out  whichever  m  Inapplicable. 

Ordinary 
Special 

Dispensing  Feo 

Tot\t, 

M.«0,'1105— 8,000— 3-13.   J.  C.  &  8. 

paper  is  inserted  between  two  of  the  leaves,  which  are  all 
printed  alike.  Use  of  the  carbon  paper  is  optional.  If 
a  doctor  does  use  it,  it  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
a  copy  for  himself ,  as  the  counterfoils  are  not  perforated, 
and  are  not  therefore  intended  to  be  detached  from  the 
book,  so  that  the  chemist  will  not  receive  the  prescription 
in  duplicate.  On  the  back  of  the  form  are  the  following 
"  instructions  "  to  the  doctor  : 

When  writing  a  prescription  the  doctor  should  fold  back 
the  lower  portion  (this  portion)  at  the  line  of  perforation,  first 
placing  the  carbon  on  the  counterfoil  if  a  duplicate  is 
desired.  The  printed  prescription-form  will  then  appear 
uppermost,  and  when  the  prescription  is  written  the  counter- 
foil will,  if  the  carbon  has  been  used,  bear  a  carbon  copy. 

The  doctor  should  strike  out  Ordinary  or  Special,  accord- 
ing as  the  prescription  contains,  or  does  not  contain,  drugs 
not  included  in  the  tariff. 

Similar  instructions  are  given  on  the  larger  form.  The 
wording  on  the  front  is  the  same  as  in  the  single  pre- 
scription reproduced. 


A  correspondent,  writing  in  Tegard  to  the  fee  of  Id.  to 
chemists  for  copying  prescriptions  not  received  in  dupli- 
cate, says  : 

This  is  another  psnny  out  of  the  eighteen  per  insured 
person  al'otted  for  the  payment  of  drugs.  Some  phar- 
macists are  dispensing  between  150  and  200  scripts  a  day. 
The  dispensing-fee  of  2d.  and  copying-fee  of  Id.  for  a  daily 
average  of  160  amounts  to  121.  weekly,  apart  from  the 
cost  of  drugs.  Taking  the  evidence  of  the  extra  fee  with 
that  of  the  prescription-book,  I  presume  it  is  not  intended 
that  any  doctor  shall  give  a  copy.  If  that  is  understood 
no  more  need  be  said.  We  shall  then  get  the  copying-fee 
for  each  prescription.  But  if  some  careful  doctors,  with 
an  eye  on  the  floating  sixpence,  do  give  a  copy,  while 
others  do  not,  what  guarantee  have  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee that  the  chemist  does  or  does  not  receive  a  duplicate  ? 
There  is  a  notable  improvement  in  the  new  form — the  cash 
columns  are  on  the  left-hand  side.  This  will  prevent  the 
ornate  caligraphist  from  overstepping  the  bounds  and  filling 
the  pence  column  with  drams  and  scruples.  There  is 
another  change,  which  I  think  is  a  great  mistake.  That 
is  the  insertion  of  the  words  "Ordinary"  and  "Special." 
This,  of  course,  refers  to  what  we  now  know  as  pink  and 
green  form  drugs.  But  look  at  it  from  the  patient's  point 
of  view.  He  will  conclude  that  these  words  refer  to  the 
mode  of  treatment  adopted,  and  if  he  finds  he  is  put 
down  as  "Ordinary"  he  will  feel  that  he  is  not  receiving 
the  proper  attention  he  is  entitled  to.  While  if  he  is  receiv- 
ing "Special"  treatment  he  will  conclude  that  a  galloping 
consumption  is  the  least  of  his  woes.  Picture  the  heart- 
burnings and  jealousies  arising  out  of  a  case  where  two 
young  ladies  in  one  family  receive  different  treatment, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  it  is  an 
invidious  distinction  that  ought  not  to  be  made. 

Insurance  Pharmacy  in  Switzerland. 

In  view  of  the  enforcement  of  the  Swiss  law  on  National 
Insurance  against  sickness,  the  Swiss  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  elaborated  some  proposals  regarding  the 
supply  of  drugs  to  the  insured.  In  the  first  place,  it  is 
proposed  that  contracts  for  the  supply  of  drugs  should 
not  be  made  with  single  pharmacies,  but  between  the 
cantonal  or  local  associations  and  the  approved  societies; 
or  in  the  case  of  societies  having  members  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  the  contract  is  to  be  made  by  the  Swiss 
Pharmaceutical  Society  on  behalf  of  all  its  members.  The 
contract  embraces  the  whole  supply  of  drugs  and  appli- 
ances, and  during  its  validity  the  sick  club  will  not  be 
permitted  to  obtain  supplies  from  other  persons.  The 
insured  are  to  be  at  liberty  to  obtain  their  medicines  in 
any  of  the  contracting  pharmacies.  The  present  federal 
military  tariff  is  to  be  used  for  pricing  sick-club  prescrip- 
tions. The  Swiss  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  doing  all  it 
can  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  pharmacists  in  the 
fight  against  the  co-operative  pharmacies  opened  in  a  few 
towns.  There  is  an  agreement  to  the  effect  that  no 
pharmacist  will  engage  an  assistant  who  has  worked  in  a 
co-operative  pharmacy,  and  "  warnings "  are  even  pub- 
lished in  the  German  journals  of  pharmacy  against  accept- 
ing places  in  these  pharmacies,  which,  by  the  way,  do  not 
pay. 

Prescription  Pricing  Problems. 

The  principles  upon  which  Insurance  prescriptions  are 
charged  are  given,  with  a  ready  reckoner  for  fractional 
quantities,  on  the  Pricing-card  to  be  obtained  from  the 
"  C.  &  D."  Office,  £2  Cannon  Street,  London,  B.C.,  %*rice  6d., 
by  post  7d. 

Agah-agab. — F.  27.  (18/37). — This  carries  a  dispensing-fee 
as  an  unlisted  drug.  Why  do  you  include  the  powdered 
preparation  in  your  description  "  proprietary  "? 

Febhi  et  Ammon.  Cit.  is  listed  at  2d.  per  oz.  ;  the  charge 
for  31  j.  is  acordingly  ±<Z.    Reply  to  "  W.  F."  (20/33). 

Liq.  Bismuth. — W.  F.  (20/38)  asks  the  charge  for  liq. 
bismuthi  3SS-  [This  works  out  at  fd.,  and,  according  to  the 
ruling  of  the  P.S.C.I.,  should  be  charged  i(7.] 

Liq.  Thymolis  Co. — W.  F.  (20/38).— Divide  wholesale 
price  (2s.  9d.  lb.)  by  12  to  get  ounce  rate  {id.  oz.).  Accord- 
ingly charge  2s.  2d.   for  8  oz.,  including  dispensing-fee. 

Peopbietaey  Abticles. — F.  H.  (18/37). — Yes,  the  pro- 
prietary pills  and  suppositories  both  carry  a  dispensing-fee  as 
unlisted  articles. 

Tb.  Opii.—/.  C.  H.  (19/56)  asks  the  price  for  tr.  opii  m.80. 
[l^d. — i.e.,  l^d.  at  drachm  rate,  which  is  nearest  to  l^d. 
5iss.  of  tincture  is  similarly  charged  lit?.,  not  coming 
within  the  ounce  rate.] 
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Dispensing  Arrangements. 

Reports  of  Meetings  and  other  Proceedings. 
Aberdeen.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  on 
March  24  it  was  mentioned,  with  regard  to  chemists'  accounts, 
that  the  statement  published  to  the  effect  that  excessive 
expense  was  being  incurred  for  drugs  was  incorrect. 
Requests  for  accounts  up  to  February  13  were  sent  out,  and 
the  Clerk  had  received  accounts  amounting  to  5221.,  against 
an  estimate  of  340Z.  During  the  first  month  many  items 
were  incurred  which  were  not  likely  to  occur  again,  for 
since  then  the  amount  of  drugs  called  for  had  rather  gone 
down.  The  report  was  approved.  It  was  reported  that  the 
Commissioners  had  refused  to  sanction  the  engagement  of  a 
qualified  person  to  check  the  chemists'  accounts.  They  con- 
sidered it  a  matter  for  the  local  Medical  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Committees  to  deal  with  in  accordance  with  Regula- 
tion 46.  The  Chairman  stated  that  a  conference  with 
chemists  and  doctors  on  the  panel  will  be  called  for 
the  purpose  of  arriving  at  some  method  of  checking  the 
accounts.  The  Clerk  stated  that  they  had  got  in  sixty-two  or 
sixty-three  accounts,  the  four  or  five  outstanding  being  those 
of  district  chemists. 

Aberdeenshire.  Ai  a  special  meeting  of  the  East  Aber- 
deenshire Chemists'  Association  held  at  Maud  on  March  2, 
Mr.  W.  W.  Hunter  presiding,  .great  indignation  was  ex- 
pressed in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  Commis- 
sioners have  treated  chemists,  and  the  request  to  return  the 
agreements  for  a  fresh  contract  within  a  week  was  resented. 
It  was  agreed  to  delay  signature  in  the  meantime. 

Aldershot.— As  only  two  chemists  on  the  panel  are  on 
their  premises  at  night,  the  Insurance  Committee  discussed 
the  matter  at  the  last  meeting.  Mr.  Hutt  said  the  phar- 
macists had  done  exceedingly  well,  having  practically 
arranged  an  all-night  service,  and  the  Clerk  mentioned  that 
in  reply  to  a  letter  the  chemists  had  stated  that  no  com- 
plaint had  been  received,  the  service  as  now  given  being 
satisfactory;  while  Mr.  Allen,  on  behalf  of  the  chemists 
said  they  had  been  working  nearly  six  weeks,  and  there 
had  not  been  a  single  late  call.  The  Committee  decided 
to  leave  matters  as  arranged,  and  see  how  they  work. 
The  Junior  Army  and  Navy  Stores,  Ltd.,  asked  its  Farn- 
borough  branch  to  be  removed  from  the  panel,  as  prescrip- 
tions are  made  up  at  Aldershot  only.  Mr.  Hillier  remarked 
that  they  have  no  chemist's  shop  at  Farnborough,  so  that 
thev  had  no  right  to  be  on  the  panel  for  that  place.  The 
question  is  to  be  looked  into. 

Ayrshire — At  a  meeting  of  the  South  Ayrshire  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  on  March  12,  it  was  resolved  as 
follows  : 

1.  The  minimum  dispensing-fee  be  raised  to  Id. ;  in  the  case 
of  powders  the  fee  for  finst  dozen  or  less  to  be  4(7.,  afterwards  3d. 
per  dozen  or  part  of  a  dozen. 

2.  The  minimum  charge  per  ingredient  to  be 

3.  The  flat-rate  system  be  abolished. 

4.  A  nigiht  fee  of  2s.  be  charged  after  business  hours. 

6.  The  tariff  rate  bo  raised  wherever  necessary  to  allow  a  fair 
margin  of  profit. 

6.  Doctors  dispensing  under  the  mile-limit  regulation  should  do 
so  at  tariff  rates,  and  where  an  insured  person  is  equidistant 
from  doctor  and  pharmacist  the  latter  should  have  the  dispensing. 
As  the  drug  fund  may  show  a  surplus,  it  was  suggested 
that  the  increases  should  be  made  retrospective.  It  was 
also  agreed  that  all  local  Associations  should  combine  for 
mutual  protection  of  trade  interests. 

Bath._At  a  meeting  of  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion on  March  19,  Mr.  Luther  Wilson  presiding,  it  was  re- 
ported that  as  a  result  of  a  meeting  between  medical,  pharma- 
ceutical, and  Insurance  representatives  an  extra  fee  of  Ad.  is 
to  be  charged  on  all  prescriptions  dispensed  after  9  p.m.,  but 
a  similar  fee  for  Sundays  and  bank  holidays  was  not  agreed 
to.  The  Chairman  opened  a  discussion  on  the  renewal  of 
the  agreements,  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  sub-committee 
should  negotiate  with  the  Insurance  Committee  for  renewal 
on  the  basis  of  the  revised  tariff,  with  such  additions  as 
may  be  arranged  by  the  Standing  Committee  with  the  Com- 
missioners, together  with  the  fees  for  late  dispensing  as 
already  agreed  unon.  It  was  agreed  to  subscribe  2s.  6d.  per 
member  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee.  Some 
other  matters  of  local  interest  were  discussed. 

Berksble.-The  Insurance  Committee  has  remitted  the 
question  of  the  supply  of  medicine-bottles  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical and  Medical  Associations,  who  will  also  discuss 
a  revised  tariff  and  other  matters.  The  Commissioners  re- 
fused to  allow  a  departure  from  the  tariff  rule  as  to  bottles 
Dr.  Wilkinson  (Windsor)  having  applied  for  leave  to  dis- 
pense his  own  homeopathic  medicines,  which  local  chemists, 
it  was  stated,  could  not  dispense,  the  Clerk  was  instructed 
to  get  a  copv  of  Mr.  Masterman's  statement  in  regard  to 
matters  of  this  kind.  It  appears  that  local  doctors  object 
to  Dr.  Wilkinson  being  allowed  to  do  his  own  dispensing. 


Birmingham.— It  is  stated  that  chemists  are  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  terms  of  service,  and  will  probably  rejoin 
the  dispensing  panels  en  masse. 

Burton-on-Trent.—  The  Insurance  Committee  finds  that 
checking  chemists'  accounts  is  a  difficult  matter,  the  float- 
ing sixpence  being  given  as  the  reason,  so  it  is  reserving  the 
subject. 

Bury  (Lanes1.  —  The  Insurance  Committee  has  been 
told  by  the  Commissioners  in  regard  to  payments  to  doctors 
for  dispensing  in  urgent  cases  that  they  would  not  object 
to  a  flat  rate  provided  the  panel  chemists  concur.  The 
Commissioners  pointed  out  that  the  charges  proposed  by 
the  Medical  Benefit  Sub-Committee  appeared  to  be  exces- 
sive. The  Commissioners  suggested  consultation  with  the 
doctors  and  chemists,  and  as  a  result  of  a  conference  with 
the  Bury  Pharmacists'  Association  it  has  been  agreed  that 
practitioners  should  be  paid  Is.  per  bottle  of  medicine  and 
Ed.  for  dressings  used  in  the  first  instance.  The  chemists 
having  pointed  out  that  (1)  "repeat"  prescriptions  cause 
delay,  (2)  certain  articles  ought  to  be  purchased  by  patients, 
and  (3)  prescriptions  for  specialities  necessitate  special 
stocks,  these  matters  were  referred  to  the  local  Medical 
Committee 

Caithness.— The  Caithness  Chemists'  Association  have 
informed  the  County  Insurance  Committee  that  they  await 
a  reply  to  their  complaints  regarding  low  prices  and  other 
objections  in  the  dispensing  arrangements  before  renewing 
the  agreements  to  dispense. 

Cardiff.— At  the  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Pharmaceutical 
Association  on  Wednesday  (see  index  folio  493),  a  letter  was 
read  from  the  Clerk  to  the  Cardiff  Insurance  Committee 
suggesting  that  "aqua"  in  prescriptions  should  mean  aqua 
fontana.  Mr.  Harden  thought  this  was  a  legal  point,  and 
affected  their  position  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts.  The  President  (Mr.  G.  Thomson  Williams)  presumed 
they  had  all  been  using  distilled  water,  and  had  been  paid 
for  it.  The  suggested  alteration  meant  that  they  would  not 
be  paid  for  the  water  at  all,  and  it  was  a  question  whether 
they  could  legally  substitute  one  for  the  other.  After  some 
discussion  it  was  agreed  to  ask  the  Welsh  Commissioners 
whether  they  endorsed  this  suggestion  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee. On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Leo  Joseph,  seconded  by 
Mr.  E.  Poole,  the  new  tariff  issued  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  was  adopted. 

Cornwall.  — At  a  meeting  of  the  Cornish  Pharmacists' 
Association  at  Truro  on  March  19,  Mr  A.  C.  Gee  (Redruth, 
President)  in  the  chair,  four  new  members  were  elected. 
The  committee  appointed  to  conduct  negotiations  with  th-» 
County  Insurance  Committee  reported  that  the  following 
arrangements  had  been  agreed  to: 

Medicines  and  appliances  to  be  supplied  at  tariff  prices  during- 
the  ordinary  hours  of  business,  such  hours  to  be  the  subject  of" 
agreement  in  each  locality  after  consultation  with  the  medical 
men.  From  closing-time  to  10  p.m.  only  prescriptions  marked 
"  Urgent "  by  the  preeeriber  to  be  dispensed,  and  from  10  p.m. 
to  8  a.m.  such,  prescriptions  to  bear  a  night-fee  of  6(2. 

The  Commissioners  have  approved  these  terms.  The  ques- 
tion of  signing  agreements  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
was  discussed,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Cannon  reported  that  suffi- 
cient had  already  signed,  so  that  there  was  nothing  else 
to  do  but  sign.  This  was  agreed  to.  Strong  comments  were 
made  at  the  way  the  matter  was  rushed.  It  was  decided 
to  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  delegates  to  Exeter  and 
St.  Austell.  The  following  were  elected  as  ihe  local  Phar- 
maceutical Committee:  President  (Mr.  Gee),  Secretary 
(Mr.  W.  T.  Hall),  Representative  on  the  County  Committee- 
(Mr.  H.  H.  Cannon),  and  Messrs.  Bond  and  Stephens  for 
East  and  West  Cornwall  respectively.  It  was  agreed  that 
2s.  6d.  per.  shop  should  be  contributed  to  the  funds  of  the* 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee. 

Dumbartonshire.— A  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Committee  was  held  in  Glasgow  on  March  19,  Mr.  Thos. 
Guthrie  presiding,  when  the  drug  tariff  and  dispensing-fees 
were  discussed  and  a  new  scale  of  dispensing  charges 
adopted.  It  was  resolved  that  these  alterations  be  presented 
to  the  various  Insurance  Committees  in  the  county,  and 
that  no  chemist  should  sign  any  new  agreement  until  in- 
structed to  do  so  by  the  Secretary.  The  subject  of  night- 
fees  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Stewart  (Kirkintilloch)  and  dis- 
cussed, but  no  action  was  taken. 

Dundee.  —  Chemists  on  the  Dundee  and  Forfarshire 
panels  met  in  Dundee  on  March  19  to  consider  (he  signing 
of  new  agreements  with  the  Insurance  Committees.  Mr. 
John  H.  Thomson  presided  over  a  large  attendance.  Mr. 
John  Anderson  (Dundee)  moved  that  thev  decline  to  sign 
the  forms  of  agreement  until  the  tariff  rates  had  been 
revised.  Mr.  Hatton  (Brechin)  seconded,  and  said  he  would 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  dispensing  unless  the 
tariff  is  amended.  Mr.  Henderson  (Carnoustie)  said  he  and" 
Mr.  Grieve  had  come  to  the  same  decision.    Mr.  Whyte* 
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(Arbroath),  Mr.  Ferrier  (Dundee),  and  others  spoke  to  the 
same  effect.  Two  members  said  they  could  not  afford  to 
fight  as  National  Insurance  dispensing  is  the  principal 
part  of  their  trade.  Mr.  G.  J.  Lindsay  (Secretary)  read 
to  the  meeting  the  alterations  on  terms  proposed  by  the 
Glasgow  Association,  and  the  meeting  seemed  to  think  that 
Scottish  chemists  should  adopt  that  scale.  On  the  motion 
of  Mr  Peebles  (Lochee)  it  was  resolved  to  send  a  deputa- 
tion, consisting  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomson,  Mr.  G.  J.  Lindsay, 
and  Mr.  John  Anderson,  to  the  meeting  of  the  Dundee 
Insurance  Committee  to  be  held  that  evening.  Mr.  Bennett 
(Arbroath)  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  the  fighting  spirit 
which  was  being  displayed  at  the  meeting,  though  he  warned 
them  that  their  efforts  might  be  in  vain.  Mr.  Harley 
(Perth)  reported  that  it  had  been  decided  to  alter  the  word- 
ing as  to  poison-bottles  on  prescription  slips,  so  that  when 
used  for  other  than  scheduled  poisons  they  also  may  be 
charged  along  with  other  items.  Mr.  Harley  invited  the 
Dundee  and  Forfarshire  Associations  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  federation  with  other  associations  in  Scotland  for 
mutual  benefit.— The  deputation  was  received  by  the  Dundee 
Insurance  Committee  on  March  19.  Mr.  Thomson  explained 
the  inequalities  of  the  tariff,  and  asked  for  a  longer  time 
than  March  25  to  sign  and  return  the  schedules  Mr. 
Anderson  submitted  facts  in  proof  of  his  assertion  that 
chemists  are  not  properly  paid  for  this  work.  Mr.  Lindsay 
stated  that  in  the  first  two  months  of  the  working  of  the 
Act  26,000  proscriptions  had  been  dispensed  in  Dundee,  and 
the  total  cost  had  been  792?.  3s.  2d.  Some  of  the  months 
would  be  lighter,  bat  approximately  the  cost  of  such  pre- 
scriptions for  the  year  would  be  3,9302.  The  drug  fund 
available  is  6,500L,  so  that  there  is  a  balance  in  favour  of 
tho  Committee  of  2,5202.,  which  should  be  utilised  to  give 
chemists  a  living  wage  instead  of  a  sweated  labour  wage. 
The  Committee  decided  to  continue  the  agreement  subject 
to  adjustment  of  the  drug  tariff,  which  matter  was  re- 
mitted to  the  Medical  Committee  to  report'. 

Essex.  —  A  list  of  forty  formulae  was  selected  by  Fast 
Ham  and  Barking  doctors  for  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Codex,  but  at  a  preliminary  conference  of  the  Medical 
Sub-Committee  with  representatives  of  practitioners  and 
pharmacists  it  was  decided  not  to  sanction  the  use  of  stock 
medicines  at  present.  It  having  been  suggested  that  3d. 
per  prescription  dispensed  might  be  paid  to  chemists  in 
advance,  the  Insurance  Committee  is  asking  the  Commis- 
sioners to  sanction  this. 

Flfesblre.  -  A  largely  attended  meeting  of  the  Fifesb're 
Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held  at  Kirkcaldy  '  on 
March  26,  Mr.  James  Bisset  (Burntisland,  President)  in  (he 
chair.  The  main  subject  for  consideration  was  the  attitude 
to  be  adopted  in  view  of  the  fact  that  schedules  had  been 
issued  to  all  on  the  panel  asking  them  to  sign  on  for  a 
year  for  dispensing  at  the  same  rates  as  for  the  last  three 
months.  An  animated  discussion  took  place,  and  general 
condemnation  of  the  terms  of  the  present  tariff  was  ex- 
pressed. It  was  the  opinion  that  members  should  not  6ign 
on  again  unless  some  concession  was  granted  in  the  direction 
of  numerous  requests  made  through  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittees. The  discussion  was  taken  part  in  bv  Messrs.  Hogg 
and  Buchanan  (Leven),  BaiHe  Peebles  and  McLaren  (Kirk- 
caldy), Job  (Cowdenbeath),  Gilmour  (Roberton),  Louden  and 
Fisher  (Dunfermline),  and  others.  No  progress  having  been 
hitherto  made  through  appealing  to  Insurance  Committees, 
it  was  ultimately  agreed  to  communicate  with  the  Scottish 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee,  urging  them  to  get 
some  definite  promise  from,  the  Insurance  Commissioners, 
and  to  refrain  meanwhile  from  signing  on.  Much  discon- 
tent prevails  throughout  Scotland,  and  it  is  possible  many 
will  retire  from  the  panel  unless  better  terms  are  offered. 
It  was  agreed  to  meet  in  a  week  to  hear  the  result  of 
deliberations. 

GatesTiea<l-on-Tvne. —Mr.  Gardner  presided  at  a  meet 
ing  of  the  Chemists'_  Association  on  March  18,  when  it  was 
agreed  to  reserve  siening  the  renewal  agreement  and  to 
notifv  the  Insurance  Committee  of  the  fact.  A  contribution 
of  2s.  6(7.  ner  member  was  taken  for  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee.  The  pricing  of  the  local  Pharma- 
copoeia was  adopted. 

Glasgow.-  The  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  has  pre- 
pared the  following  reoort  for  presentation  to  the  Insur- 
ance authorities  of  the  district  : 

Dispensing-fees. — We  are  of  omnion  that  the  following 
fees,  if  substituted  for  those  in  the  current  "Drug  Tariff." 
would  be  fa;r  and  reasonable,  and  wou]d  probably  be 
accented  as  adequate  by  a  large  number  who  are  at  present 
dissatisfied  : 

Mixtures,  Paints,  etc.,  ,  and  Liquid  Preparations'. — 3d.  up  to 
8  oz.,  Hd.  over  8  oz. 

Powders  weighed  into  doses. — 1  or  2  powders,  2d. ;  3  to  6,  3d. ; 
7  to  12  4d. ;  n.nd  for  each  extra  dozen,  2d. 

Pille,  etc. — Same  as  for  powders. 


Confections.— This  item  should  be  added,  and  a  fee  attached  the 
same  as  that  for  ointments. 

Granules,  Bulk  Powders  and  Ointments  included  in  the  Tariff 
and  prescribed  without  admixture. — These  should  carry  a  fee  of 
2d.  for  any  quantity. 

Above  fees  should  be  considered  as  covering  the  value  o£ 
boxes  which  are  necessary  as  containers. 

The  "Drug  Tariff." — We  are  of  opinion  that  the  "Drug 
Tariff "  contains  numerous  errors,  most  of  which  bear 
unfairly  on  the  chemist.  By  a  strict  application  of  the 
principles  of  pricing  laid  down  in  the  document  itself, 
we  consider  the  following  corrections  to  be  necessary  [we 
have  excluded  fourteen  items  adopted  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  and  mentioned  in  our  first  Editorial]: 

Tariff  Should 
Price 
1/104  oz. 
6d.  ,, 
Id.  ,, 
1/-  ., 
1/6  . 


Tariff  Should 

Price 

be 

2$d.  oz. 

tid- 

Methysulph. 

4d.  „ 

ed. 

01.  caryoph. 

Zld.  „ 

5  . 

01.  croton.  ... 

<)d.  „ 

6d. 

Ol.  pini 

2d.  „ 

2\d. 

01.  santal,  ... 

4d.  „ 

t>d. 

Pil.  Blaud.  ... 

Id.  „ 

ljd. 

Put.  tart.  ... 

Id.  ,, 

Ud. 

Quin.  sulpb. 

4Jd.  dr. 
lid.  ,, 

5d. 

V.  trag.  co.  ... 

5d. 

Ran.  rhei  pul. 

■  3/9  „ 
4§d.  „ 

4/- 

Santonin. 

6d. 

Senna  ind. 

1/3  oz. 

1/3* 

Soil. sulpb.  eft. 

lid.  ,, 

Hid 

Syr.  au ran f< ... 

3d.  „ 

3§d. 

Arg.  protein. 
Betacain.  H  CI 

3d.  „ 

3|d. 

1/-  dr. 

1/1 

Menthol. 

2d.  oz. 

2\d. 

Phenolpbtbal. 

lOd.  „ 

10£d. 

Theo.  sod.  sal. 

2d.  „ 

2\d. 

Ung.  bellad. 

2/9  „ 

2/10 

2/- 
7Jd. 


1/2 
2/6- 

id.  doz.  Id.. 


Acac.  gummi 
Acid.  acet.  sal. 
Acid.  benz.... 
Acid,  picric. 
Acid,  salicyl. 
Acid,  sulpb..  ar. 

Adeps  benz.        ...     Id.  ,,     ljd.     Pot.  tart  2d.  dr.  2\d. 

Adeps  lan<e         ...     Id.  ,,     l|d.    Quin.  sulpb.      1/5  dr.  [?oz.]  1/8J 

Argent,  uit.        ...   4Jd.  dr.     bd.     V.  trag.  co   2d.  oz.  2hd. 

Arg.  nit.  mitig.    ...    ljd.  ,,      5d.     Ran.  rhi-i  pul.       ...   3|d.  ,,  bd. 

Atrop.  sulph.       ...     3/9,,       4/-    Santonin   1/7  „  1/9J 

Arg.  nit.  indur.  ...    4§d.  ,,      6d.    Senna  ind.    ...      ...     id.  ,,  Id. 

Bals.  peru   1/3  oz.    l/3£     Son.  sulpb.  eft.      ...     Id  ,,  ljjd. 

bismuth,  subgal...,    lid.  ,,    ll}d     Syr.  aurant,   Id.  ,,  lid. 

Calc.  hypnphos.  ...  3d.  ,,  3§d.  Arg.  protein.  ...  l/-dr.  Id. 
Ext.  aloes  barb.   ...     3d.,,     3fd.    Betacain.  H  CI      ...      4/3,,  2/l| 

Ext.  cannab.  ind....     1/- dr.      1/1    Menthol   b/1  oz.  4/- 

Fer.  amnion,  cit....  2d.  oz.  2Jd.  Phenolphtbal,  ...  \fth  ,,  1/- 
Fer.  quin.  cit.  ...  lOd.  ,,  10|d.  Theo.  sod.  sal.  ...  3/6,,  2,'lh 
Ferrumtart.  ...  2d.,,  2\d.  Ung.  bellad.  ...  9d.  ,,  6|d" 
Malourea  ... 

"Flat  Bates." — We  recognise  that  in  certain  circumstance* 
a  flat  rate  for  a  whole  class  of  products  is  a  convenience, 
as,  for  instance,  in  the  pricing  and  checking  of  the  detailed 
ingredients  in  a  prescription.  Tb.s,  however,  does  not 
justify  its  application  to  plasters,  and  we  find  that  the 
flat  rates  in  the  drug  tariff  aie  not  sufficiently  high  to 
cover  the  cost  of  the  drugs  plus  the  profit  which  is  under- 
stood to  be  allowed.  We  append  immediately  below  our 
estimates  of  (1)  the  average  cost  price  per  pound,  and  (2) 
the  proper  charge  according  to  the  strict  to  riff  method  of 
fixing  prices,  in  the  cases  of  aromatised  waters,  infusions, 
tinctures,  and  spirits: 

Cost  per  lb.        Proper'Tariff  Cha-ge 

Waters  average    1.7d.       ...      7  oz.  tor  Id. 

Infusions  average     ...       ...      3.5d.       ...     3§  oz.  for  Id. 

Tinctures     ,,  ...        4s.  2.79d.       ...      4.20d.  per  oz. 

Spirits         „    5s.  Id.       ...      5.08d.  per  oz. 

We  suggest  that,  if  these  flat  rates  are  to  be  continued, 
they  6houid  be  as  follows : 

Waters,  Id.  for  6  oz.  or  part  thereof. 

Infusions,  Id.  for  3  oz.  or  part  thereof. 

Tinctures,  5d.  per  oz.  (retaining  the  drachm  rate  of  Id.). 

Spirits,  bd.  per  oz.  (retaining  the  drachm  rate  of  Id.). 

In  the  case  of  plasters  we  consider  the  flat  rate  quite  unjustifi- 
able, and  suggest  that  each  should  be  charged  the  proper  price, 
based  on  its  own  cost. 

Bottles. — As  there  are  numerous  cases  in  which  it  is 
really  necessary  to  send  out  an  article  in  a  "  Poison  "  bottle, 
even  though  it  may  not  be  a  "  Statutory  Poison,"  and  also 
cases  in  which  wide-mouthed  and  other  special  bottles  and 
pots  are  necesary  for  substances  other  than  liquids,  we 
suggest  that  all  bottles  and  pots  be  paid  for  by  the  insured 
person,  the  cost  being  refunded  by  the  chemist  when  thev 
are  returned  in  good  condition.  We  have  not,  up  till 
now,  heard  of  any  instance  in  which  an  insured  person  con- 
sidered it  a  grievance  to  have  to  pay  for -any  bottle. 

Appliances. — We  do  not  advise  that  any  alteration  be 
suggested  by  our  craft  in  the  meantime  in  the  official  list 
of  "  Appliances."  This,  we  think,  can  only  be  properly- 
done  after  consultation  with  the  local  Medical  Committee 
who  are  chiefly  concerned.  We  intend  to  keep  the  matter 
in  view. 

An  explanatory  statement  accompanies  the  report.  From 
it  we  quote  a  few  of  the  most  significant  statements: 

When  the  current  "  Drug:  Tariff,"  compiled  in  London,  was 
submitted  for  general  acceptance  by  Scottish  pharmacists,  late  in 
December  191?,  it  was  recognised  that  (1)  the  document  did  rot 
make  allowance  for  the  special  needs  of  Scotland  or  the  material 
difference  between  the  practice  of  pharmacy  in  Scotland  and  that 
in  England:  (2)  it  contained  numerous  errors:  and  (3)  owin<»  to  the 
shortness  of  the  time  it  was'  impossible  to  adiust  the  tariff  before 
the  date  for  the  commencement  of  medical  benefit.  Scottish  phar- 
macists therefore  agreed,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  working  of 
medical  benefit  and  relieve  local  Insurance  Committees  of  the 
difficult  duty  of  each  compiling  a  tariff  of  its  own.,  to  accept  the- 
current  drug  tariff,  "  errors  and  all,"  for  the  whole  of  Scotland' 
for  a  period  of  three  months. 

While  the  English  chemist  has,  by  means  of  the  Insurance  Act. 
gained  a  considerable  addition  to  his  regular  business,  the  Pcott'^h 
I  chemist  has  seen  a  large  number  of  his  private  clients  brought 
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-under  the  Act;  and  as  they  now  have  their  medicines  supplied  at 
"the  contract  prices,  he  may  fairly  be  considered'  to  be  a  loser  to 
"the  extent  of  the  difference.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  whole  of 
this  lose  should  be  made  good  to  him,  but  "the  increased  fees 
suggested  in  the  report  would  make  the  new  conditions  eo  far 
tolerable  that  the  best  services  of  Scottish  chemists  would  at  all 
times  be  .as  cheerfully  rendered  to  insured  clients  as  to  private 
■clients. 

From  a  detailed  examination  of  1,000  N.H.I,  prescriptions  taken 
without  selection  from  four  shops,  all  doing  a  good-class  dispensing 
business,  it  is  calculated  that  the  suggested'  alterations,  if  adopted 
in  their  entirety,  will  add  1.2  pence  to  the  price  of  each  pre- 
scription, raising  the  charge  for  the  estimated  total  of  646,000 
per  year  from  18.200Z.  to  20,950/. 

Gosport.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  District  Insurance  Com- 
mittee on  March  18,  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  C.  Upson, 
a  chemist  on  the  local  panel,  complaining  that  stock  medi- 
cines are  being  prescribed  by  the  doctors.  The  letter  was 
referred  to  the  Medical  Benefit  Sub-Committee.  There  has 
been  a  keen  contest  over  the  rural  area  question.  The 
•doctors  were  out  for  getting  a  bit  of  dispensing  back.  All 
the  members  of  the  Medical  Benefit  Sub-Committee  received 
the  following  statement : 

Should  the  Rural  Area  Clause  Destroy  the  Primarv  Principles  of 
Medical  Benefit? 
Prescribing  by  Doctors.   Dispensing  by  Chemists. 
The  rural  area  olause  was  inserted  in  order  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  insured  persons  in  widely  scattered  country  districts,  and 
was  to  be  the  exception,  not  the  rule.    To  be  brought  into  opera- 
tion when  there  was  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  access  to  the 
•chemists.    The  Government  decided  that  it  was  to  the  advantage  of 
insured  persons  to  have  their  medicines  dispensed  by  qualified 
•chemists,  and  not  by  doctors.    Shall  the  rural  worker  be  deprived 
of  that  advantage  when  the  doctor  and  chemist  live  an  equal 
distance  from  himP      The  following  solution  is  offered    by  the 
•chemists  on  the  panel  for  this  district : 
The  patient  to  nominate  the  chemist. 

Chemists  to  arrange  messengers  to  call  at  doctors'  surgeries 
three  "times  a  day,  or  more  often  'if  desired,  for  prescriptions. 
Medicines  to  be  delivered  through  nominated  chemist  to  insured 
persons. 

This  applies  to  all  urgent  eases  where  insured  are  not  visiting 
surgeries. 

At'  a  meeting  of  the  Medical  Benefit  Committee,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Smith,  chemist,  presiding,  it  was  agreed  to  recommend  the 
committee  that  no  part's  of  the  urban  district  of  Gosport 
and  Alverstoke  be  considered  as  coming  within  the  definition 
of  rural  areas. 

Great  Yarmouth. — The  Commissioners  have  sanctioned 
the  payment  of  a  sixpenny  after-hours  dispensing-fee. 

Greenock.  —At  a  meeting  of  chemists  held  on  March  13 
it  was  agreed  to  ask  for  better  terms  for  dispensing  from 
the  Insurance  Committee,  including  a  Id.  minimum  per  each 
ingredient  in  prescriptions.  The  Pharmaceutical  Standing 
Committee  (Scotland)  are  also  to  be  addressed  on  the  sub- 
ject, especially  to  ask  for  more  information  in  respect  of 
the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  memorandum  of  Decem- 
ber 12,  1912,  so  that  the  trade  should  be  in  a  better  position 
to  know  how  to  act  at  this  juncture  before  re-signing  con- 
tracts for  one  year. 

Hitchin.— A  meeting  of  the  Hitchin  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  March  25,  Mr.  Francis  Ransom  in  the 
chair.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  Cloutins)  submitted  the  new 
drug  tariff,  with  notes  of  the  alterations  from  the  old  one. 
He  also  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  meeting  new  prescrip- 
tion-forms forwarded  to  him  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Stand- 
ing Committee,  and  reported  that  he  had  found  i  that  the 
local  medical  practitioners  considered  these  much  more 
•convenient  than  the  old  forms.  The  following  resolutions 
were  passed : 

That  the  amended  tariff  be  accepted  by  this  Association  as  a 
•  basis  for  the  renewed  agreement. 

That  this  Association  considers  that  it  is  advisable  that  the 
prices  of  bandages  be  increased  in  future  tariffs,  so  that  a  better 
•quality  can  be  supplied. 

That  a  triplicate  book  for  prescriptions  be  provided  similar  to 
the  M'COaishey  system. 

Hull.—  The  Insurance  Committee  is  to  appoint  a  fully 
qualified  pharmacist  to  check  chemists'  accounts  at  a  salary 
•of  100Z.  a  year. 

Kesteven  dines).  —  The  Insurance  Committee  is  to 
allow  chemists  a  night-fee  not  exceeding  6d.  per  prescription, 
and  to  allow  doctors  in  rural  areas  Is.  bd.  per  head  for 
drugs,  besides  a  share  in  the  Drug  Suspense  Fund. 

Ii*oarkshire.-At  a  meeting  of  the  Mid-Lanark  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  on  March  19  a  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee for  the  county,  in  accordance  with  Regulations  44  (2) 
and  46  (1),  was,  appointed — viz.,  Messrs.  A.  A.  Dick  (Bells- 
hill),  A.  W.  Hendry  (Blantyre),  J.  A.  Walls  (Bothwell). 
J.  Hinksman  (Carluke),  W.  Bruce  (Larkhall),  and  A.  Flett 
(Uddingston) ;  with  Mr.  Walls  as  Convener  and  Secretary.  It 
was  also  agreed  that  the  members  in  the  different  burghs 
should  form  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  for  their  area. 


The  conveners  appointed  were :  Burgh  of  Airdrie,  Mr.  J. 
Spence  Culbert ;  Coatbridge,  Mr.  J.  G.  Robertson;  Hamilton, 
Mr.  James  Lohoar  (with  Mr.  George  Cross  as  Secretary)  ; 
Motherwell,  Mr.  Dugald  Taylor ;  and  Wishaw,  Messrs. 
Hugh  B.  McMinn  and  J.  C.  Rennie  (joint  conveners). 
The  conveners  were  instructed  to  write  the  Clerks  to  the 
local  Insurance  Committees  regarding  the  new  dispensing 
agreements,  requesting  delay  pending  discussion  of  terms. 
The  Association  endorses  the  Glasgow  Association's  report. 
It  is  expected  that  direct  representation  of  chemists  on 
the  permanent  Insurance  Committees  will  be  insisted  upon. 

Linlithgowshire.  —  The.  Insurance  Committee  got  into 
a  curious  tangle  in  regard  to  doctors  dispensing  in  rural 
areas  at  a  meeting  held  in  Edinburgh  on  March  17.  It 
appeared  that  seven  doctors  in  rural  areas  beyond  the  mile 
limit  had  applied  to  supply  drugs  to  insured  persons  at 
the  Commissioners'  rate  of  9s.  per  head,  but,  after  hearing 
a  letter  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the  Committee 
agreed  that  the  doctors  should  only  supply  drugs  on  tho 
same  terms  as  chemists.  Thi6,  however,  is  contrary  to  the 
Commissioners'  agreement  as  contained  in  Paragraph  39  of 
the  statement  issued  by  the  Commissioners ;  but  the  Com- 
mittee had  not  received  that  statement,  hence  their  in- 
structions to  doctors  that  they  must  render  accounts  for 
medicines,  which  the  doctors  could  not-  do  because  they 
had  not  kept  a  note  of  the  prescriptions.  However,  on 
the  advice  of  Dr.  Currie,  one  of  the  Insurance  Commis- 
sioners who  was  present,  the  Committee  agreed  to  withdraw 
the  letter  that  had  been  sent  to  the  doctors,  who,  it  is 
presumed,  will  now  be  paid  at  the  per  capita  rate. 

Iiiverpool.— The  following  is  the  text  of  a  letter  which 
the  Insurance  Committee  issued  to  panel  doctors  on 
March  17: 

Dear  Sir  (or  Madam), — A  sub -committee  of  the  Liverpool  In- 
surance Committee  have  met  representatives  of  the  Local  Medical 
Committee  and  of  the  panel  practitioners  to  discuss  several  points 
which  have  arisen. 

Special  Appliances. — Attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
several  practitioners  have  ordered  special  appliances  not  included 
in  the  list,  and  I  was  desired  to  point  out  that  the  Insurance 
Committee  cannot  be  responsible  for  amy  appliances  which  may 
be  ordered  by  you  other  than  those  shown  at  the  end  of  the 
"  tariff  of  prices  "  .adopted1  by  the  Insurance  Committee,  and  of 
which  you  have  a  copy. 

Special  Drugs. — I  was  also  desired  to  point  out  that  some 
doctors  are  in  the  habit  of  prescribing  o>s  "special  drugs" 
proprietary  articles  aaid  proprietary  compounds ;  and  in  regard  to 
these,  it  was  suggested  by  the  Local  Medical  Committee  and  the 
panel  representatives  that  in  no  case  should  they  be  approved. 
The  Insurance  Committee  agreed  with  this  suggestion,  and  I  am 
therefore  to  ask  that  you  refrain,  from  prescribing  the  same. 
A  copy  of  the  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  local  chemists 
as  well.  "It  was  felt,"  writes  a  correspondent,  "that  the 
drug  fund  would  soon  be  exhausted  if  proprietaries  were  con- 
tinually prescribed.  Hence  the  chemists'  action.  Some 
doctors  have  used  more  pink  forms  than  green." 

Manchester.  —  The  Insurance  Committee  has  declined 
to  include  any  proprietary  medicines  in  the  list  of  drugs  for 
which  it  will  pay,  and  the  Salford  Committee,  it  is 
stated,  will  probably  deal  with  this  question  shortly.  Some 
costly  medicines  have  been  prescribed  by  certain  doctors 
both  in  Manchester  and  Salford.  and  Mr.  Davies,  of  the 
Insurance  Committee,  has  declared  that  the  sooner  the 
doctors  concerned  realise  the  impossibility  of  breaking  down 
the  Act  in  this  way  the  better  it  will  be  for  them. — On 
Wednesday,  March  19,  all  the  chemists  on  the  panel  received 
the  regulation  agreement  form  from  the  Manchester  Insur- 
ance Committee,  asking  them  to  sign  it  over  a  sixpenny  stamp 
and  return  it  by  March  22.  The  short  notice,  considering 
the  uncertainty  with  regard  to  the  proposed  alterations  in 
the  prices  of  the  drug  tariff,  has  been  strongly  resented  by 
many  of  the  chemists,  who  feel  that  a  meeting  ought  to 
have  been  held  to  discuss  the  situation  before  signing  the 
agreement  for  a  further  period  of  twelve  months.  How- 
ever, the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association  Insur- 
ance Committee  has  issued  a  notice  to  chemists  who  are 
members  of  the  Association,  stating  that  it  is  advised 
that  the  signing  of  the  renewal  agreement  form  does  not 
prevent  future  negotiations  regarding  the  tariff,  and  request- 
ing them  to  attend  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Onward 
Buildings,  Deansgate,  on  Wednesday,  March  26,  at  2.30  p.m., 
to  discuss  the  matter.  It  is  satisfactory  to  hear  that  the 
majority  of  the  chemists'  returns  have  not  suffered,  in  spite 
of  the  increased  work  caused  by  the  Insurance  dispensing. 
Assistants  are  still  very  hard  to  get,  and  in  many  cases 
where  a  chemist  is  single-handed  he  finds  it  hard  work  to 
cope  with  the  increased  business,  but  struggles  on  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  suitable  help  in  due  course. 

Paisley.  —  At  a  meeting  of  the  Paisley  Insurance  Com-, 
mittee  on  March  17,  it  was  reported  by  the  Medical  Regula- 
tions Sub-Committee  that  a  meeting  had  been  held  with 
representatives    of  the   local    Pharmaceutical  Association 
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concerning  the  drug-tariff,  which  the  Association  wants  to  be 
amended.  The  matter  was  remitted  to  the  sub-committee, 
with  the  addition  of  the  medical  members,  to  confer  with 
the  chemists  further  and  to  report.  New  agreement  forms 
have  been  issued. 

Preston.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  last 
week  Dr.  Derham  stated  that  a  chemist  in  each  district 
in  the  town  is  to  be  open  after  closing  hours  and  on  Sundays 
to  deal  with  Insurance  prescriptions.  This  was  stated  in 
reply  to  a  complaint. 

Renfrewshire.— County  chemists  -are  to  send  a  deputa- 
tion to  confer  with  County  Clerk  and  Committee.  The 
arrangements  are  being  made  conjointly  by  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Paisley  and  Greenock  Chemists'  Associations,  acting 
respectively  for  the  east  and  west  portions  of  the  county. 

Sheffield.  —Before  signing  the  new  contract  of  service 
Sheffield  chemists  are  awaiting  the  result  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  tariff  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee. 
Mr.  H.  Antcliffe  presided  at  a  meeting  held  last  week,  when 
a  discussion  on  the  matter  occurred  and  was  adjourned.  The 
chemists  further  insist  that  wherever  possible  doctors'  pre- 
scriptions should  bo  in  duplicate.  At  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening,  March  25  (Mr.  H.  Antcliffe  presiding)  the 
new  drug  tariff  was  adopted  as  a  basis  of  negotiation  with 
the  Insurance  Committee. 

Southampton.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation (see  "  Winter  Session  ")  it  was  reported  that  the  Phar- 
maceutical and  Medical  Committees  had  met  the  Insurance 
Committee,  and  the  following  hours  had  been  fixed  for 
Insurance  dispensing  :  8.30  a.m.  to  8.30  p.m.  ;  Wednesdays, 
8.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  evening  7  to  8.30;  Sundays,  evening  7  to 
8.30.  The  Pharmaceutical  delegates  met  the  Medical  dele- 
gates and  discussed  repeats,  stock  mixtures,  new  prescription- 
form,  late  fees,  and  other  subjects,  as  to  which  a  report  will 
be  issued  later. 

Staffordshire.  —  The  Insurance  Committee  has  scheduled 
the  following  places  as  "rural  areas":  Quarry  Bank, 
Sedgley,  Coseley,  Pensnett,  Butt  Lane,  Talke,  Kidsgrove, 
Norton-in-the-Moors,  and  Bucknall.  No  part  of  the  urban 
districts  of  Stone,  Leek,  Uttoxeter,  and  the  borough  of 
Stafford  are  to  be  considered  rural  areas. 

Wales.- The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  Jas.  B.  Francis)  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  has  issued  to  every 
chemist  on  the  panel  in  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  the 
audited  balance-sheet  of  the  committee,  which  shows  total 
receipts  1021.  13s.  9d.  and  total  expenditure  99?.  15s.,  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  11.  18s.  9d.  An  appeal  is  being  made  to 
every  chemist  on  the  panel  to  subscribe  not  less  than  2s.  td. 
towards  the  maintenance  of  this  committee.  Since  June  ten 
new  Pharmacists'  Associations  have  been  formed  in  the 
Principality. 

Wiltshire.— The  County  Pharmacists'  Association  and 
the  Medical  Committee  have  been  asked  to  furnish  their 
views  as  to  the  definition  of  "  rural  area." 

Worcester.  — At  a  meeting  of  the  City  Insurance  Com- 
mittee last  week  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  A.  E.  Coverdale 
(Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Worcester  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion), in  reply  to  strictures  passed  upon  chemists  by  Mr. 
Willis  Bund  (Chairman  of  the  Worcestershire  Insurance 
Committee),  to  the  effect  that  when  the  county  officials 
bought  patent  medicines  the  adulteration  on  analysis  was 
found  to  be  small,  something  like  10  per  cent.  ;  but  when  a 
person  was  sent  who  did  not  belong  to  the  county  the 
adulteration  was  found  to  be  30  per  cent.  Mr.  Coverdale,  in 
his  reply,  says  Mr.  Bund  did  not  understand  the  subject,  or 
he  would  not  have  made  such  a.  statement.  Patent  medi- 
cines, put  up  in  sealed  packets  and  bearing  the  Government 
stamp,  are  not  even  opened  by  the  chemists  ;  but  there  is  no 
doubt  that  insured  persons  are  getting  better  drugs  and 
having  them  compounded  with  far  greater  skill  than  ever 
before.  The  Chairman  said  Mr.  Coverdale's  reply  was 
quite  satisfactory.  The  committee  had  not  received  any 
complaints  as  to  the  way  chemists  act  with  regard  to  the 
insured. 

Wrexham.— A  meeting  of  the  Wrexham  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  in  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Wrexham,  on 
March  17.  Mr.  C.  G.  Caldecott  (Chairman)  was  supported 
by  four  members  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Francis  (Hon.  Secretary). 
Alterations  in  the  tariff  were  discussed  and  also  a  letter 
from  the  Denbighshire  Insurance  Committee.  Two  new 
members  were  elected.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next 
meeting  on  the  afternoon  of  the  weekly  half -holiday. 

Yorkshire.— At  a  meeting  of  the  West  Riding  Insurance 
Committee  last  week  complaints  against  doctors  and 
chemists  were  submitted.  The  Chairman  said  this  was 
not  remarkable  considering  that  542,000  insured  persons 
had  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  West  Riding,  but  they  are  all 
to  be  considered  at  a  representative  conference. 


WINTER  SESSION. 

Reporters,  and  Secretaries  of  Associations  whose  meetings  are  not 
open  to  reporters,  are  requested  to  send  their  reports  to  the 
Editor  not  later  than  the  Wednesday  following  the  meeting. 


Cardiff.— At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Pharma- 
ceutical Association  on  Wednesday,  March  26,  a  paper  on 
Ho  in. wopathy  was  read  by  Mr.  J.  Murray,  the  Assistant 
Secretary.  In  the  course  of  this  he  reviewed  the  history 
of  this  system  of  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  the  principles 
which  underlie  it.  As  to  homoeopathic  pharmacy,  he 
said  that  three  forms  of  preparations  are  recognised — viz.  : 
(1)  Solution  in  water,  alcohol,  or  mixture  of  both  of  these 
liquids,  or,  very  rarely,  in  ether,  glycerin,  and  syrup;  (2) 
triturations  with  6Ugar  of  milk ;  and  (3)  liquid  attenuations. 
Pilules,  tablets,  and  globules  are  merely  dispensing  forms 
of  liquid  attenuations.  All  water  used  by  homoeopaths  for 
the  purpose  of  attenuations  or  reducing  the  strength  of 
rectified  spirit  is  distilled.  There  are  six  different  strengths 
of  alcohol  used  in  the  preparation  of  homoeopathic  medi- 
cine— viz.  :  (1)  Dilute  alcohol  (equal  parts  alcohol  and 
water);  (2)  proof  spirit;  (3)  20  o.p.,  6  parts  spirit  and 
2  of  water;  (4)  40  o.p.,  7  parts  spirit  and  1  of  water; 
(5)  rectified  spirit  60  o.p. ;  (6)  absolute  alcohol.  Solutions. — 
Several  alkaline  substances  are  directed  to  be  dissolved  in. 
distilled  water ;  in  such  cases  10  grains  by  weight  of  the 
salt  should  be  dissolved  in  sufficient  quantity  of  water,  and 
the  volume  of  solution  increased  to  100  or  1,000  minims  as 
the  case  may  be.  Tinctures  are  made  in  the  ordinary  way, 
but  care  must  be  taken  when  diluting  to  the  strength  re- 
quired that  the  correct  strength  of  spirit  is  used.  Infusions, 
and  decoctions  are  made  in  the  ordinary  manner.  If  atten- 
uations of  these  are  required,  they  must  be  made  as  soon 
as  the  preparations  are  ready,  pure  distilled  water  being 
used  for  the  first  decimal  and  centesimal  attenuations,, 
dilute  alcohol  for  the  third  decimal,  and  rectified  spirit 
for  the  second  centesimal  and  upwards.  Triturations  were 
originally  designed  by  Hahnemann  to  contain  1  grain  of 
medicine  to  9  of  sugar  of  milk.  One  part  of  the  decimal 
trituration  is  used  to  prepare  the  next — e.g.,  1  part  of 
lx  to  9  6ugar  of  milk  makes  2x,  and  so  on.  Liquid  attenu- 
ations from  mother  ^tinctures  are  diluted  in  a  similar  manner 
as  liquid  attenuations  from  decoctions.  The  first  attenuation 
of  any  mother-tincture  (which  is  always  lar)  must  be  made 
with  the  same  strength  of  alcohol  as  that  used  in  making 
the  mother-tincture.  One  thing  to  be  borne  in  mind  when 
speaking  of  mother-triturations  is :  that  the  pure  drug  is 
mother,  and  therefore  lx  is  10  per  cent,  of  the  pure  drug. 
On  the  contrary,  in  all  cases  where  tinctures  are  made  the 
strong  tincture,  and  not  the  crude  material,  is  marked 
and  as  a  consequence  the  lx  attenuation  contains  10  per 
cent,  of  the  tincture,  and  not  10  per  cent,  of  the  pure 
drug.  Since  in  the  Homoeopathic  Pharmacopoeia  the  pro- 
portion of  1  to  10  has  been  fixed  for  the  mother-tincture 
where  possible,  it  follows  that  lx  tincture  is  equal  to  No.  1 
attenuation  of  a  trituration  or  watery  solution.  When  it 
is  impossible  to  make  the  mother-tincture  1  to  10,  lx  is 
still  made  to  represent  1  to  100  of  the  drug  by  using 
a  proportionate  quantity  of  such  mother-tincture.  The 
peculiarities  of  homoeopathic  pharmacy  entail  cer- 
tain peculiarities  in  prescribing.  Since  there  are 
numerous  preparations  or  dilutions  of  each  medicine,  it  is 
essentially  necessary  to  mark  this  after  the  name  of  the 
medicine.  The  most  commonly  used  drugs  are  :  Hepar. 
sulph.,  actaea  racemosa,  hyos.  nig.,  cinchona,  gelsem.,  arsen., 
nux  vom.,  sodii.  sal.,  opium,  belladonna,  hydrastis  can., 
ergota,  canthar.,  camphora,  hamamelis,  mero.  sol.,  Pul- 
satilla, ignatia,  bryonia  alb.,  kali  iodid.,  mere,  biniod.,  mere, 
iod.,  arsen.  iod.,  ipecac  and  aconite.  The  paper  was  so 
much  appreciated  by  the  members  that  it  is  to  be  printed 
for  circulation.  In  the  course  of  the  meeting  Mr.  A.  Hagon 
intimated  that  he  is  again  standing  for  election  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council.  Mr.  Leo  Joseph  was  re-elected 
a  delegate  on  the  Welsh  Pharmaceutical  Committee  on 
Insurance,  and  it  was  agreed  to  subscribe  a  minimum  of 
2s.  bd.  per  shop  to  the  funds.  A  communication  was  read 
from  Mr.  R.  Mumford  resigning  his  membership,  and  in 
view  of  his  past  services  it  was  resolved  that  he  be  elected 
an  honorary  member.  A  vote  of  condolence  was  passed  with 
Mr.  Hopkins  (Barry)  on  the  death  of  his  son  at  the  age  of 
twentv-one  years. 

Glasgow.  —A  successful  social  evening  devoted  to  whist 
and  dancing  was  held  in  the  Grand  Hotel,  Charing  Cross, 
on  Tuesday  evening,  March  18.  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association 
and  the  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club.  The  company  numbered 
Sn0.  Mr.  G  S  Kitchin  was  the  principal  steward,  Messrs. 
Orr  and  Morrison  M.C.s,  and  Mr.  Moffatt  Secretary.  The 
whist  prizes  were  won  by  Miss  Orr  (1)  and  Miss  Lena 
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Mair  (2),  Mr.  Alexr.  McKellaT  (1)  and  Mr.  Saunders  (2), 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Hart,  wife  of  the  President,  presented  them. 
Mr.  Robert  McAdam,  on  behalf  of  the  directors  of  the 
Chemists'  Friendly  Society,  presented  Mr.  Orr  (East  Kil- 
bride) with  a  baby's  silver  porringer  and  spoon,  to  mark  the 
birth  of  the  first  "Insurance  baby."  Mr.  McAdam,  in  his 
own  pawky  humorous  way,  commended  the  Society  to  the 
attention  of  chemists  generally,  and  spoke  of  its  con- 
spicuous success. 

Manchester.— At  the  March  meeting  of  the  Manchester 
Pharmaceutical  Association,  Mr.  Jas.  Grier,  M.Sc,  Ph.C, 
gave  a  lecture  on  Synthetic  Remedies  of  the  Arsenic  Group, 
in  which  he  traced  the  relationship  between  chemical  struc- 
ture and  physiological  action,  first  of  all  discussing  inorganic 
and  organic  phosphorus,  and  showing  that  a  marked 
similarity  in  action  exists  between  nuclein,  e.g.,  and  certain 
arsenic  derivatives,  and  between  hypophosphorous  and  phos- 
phorous compounds  on  the  one  hand  and  the  arsinic  and 
arsonic  compounds,  including  the  .arylarsonates,  on  the 
other.  The  similarity  in  structure  between  salvarsan  and 
the  azo-  dyes,  which  led  to  the  preparation  of  the  former, 
was  indicated ;  also  its  property  of  producing  what  is  prac- 
tically an  antitoxic  serum,  which  has  given  rise  to  the  new 
subject  of  chemotherapy.  [A  lecture  on  an  allied  subject 
by  the  author  before  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  is  reported  in  this  issue.] 

Oxford.— The  annual  meeting  of  the  Oxford  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Golden  Cross  Hotel  on  Wed- 
nesday, March  12,  Mr.  S.  Clegg  (President)  in  the  chair. 
Nine  other  members  attended.  _  The  annual  report  showed 
that  seven  new  members  had  joined,  making  the  member- 
ship twenty-three.  The  financial  position  is  quite  satis- 
factory, the  balance  in  hand  of  the  Treasurer  being 
10?.  9s.  Bd.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
■ensuing  year :  President,  Mr.  H.  Oddy ;  Vice-Presidents, 
Messrs.  J.  Palmer  and  S.  Clegg;  Hon.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  C.  Goodall ;  Committee,  Alderman  Clay- 
ton, Messrs.  Bellamy,  Dolbear,  and  Gunstone.  It  was 
agreed  to  subscribe  two  guineas  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  on  Insurance,  and  Mr.  Goodall  under- 
took to  interview  other  pharmacists  on  the  dispensing  panel 
in  Oxford  and  solicit  a  subscription  from  them.  A  dis- 
cussion on  the  dispensing  tariff  took  place,  and  was  ad- 
journed until  the  new  proposals  of  the  Standing'  Committee 
are  known. 

Public  Pharmacists .— A  lecture  on  x-Rays  by  Mr.  W.  E. 
Schall,  B.Sc,  comprised  the  business  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Public  Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers'  Association  held  in 
the  Lecture  Theatre,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C., 
on  March  27.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris, 
J. P.  The  lecturer  explained  in  simple  language  the  prin- 
ciple underlying  the  production  of  x-rays,  the  construction 
of  the  Ruhmkorff  coil,  and  the  working  of  the  Mackenzie- 
Davidson  interruptor,  The  production  of  cathode  rays  and 
the  properties  of  producing  fluorescence  with  minerals  was 
beautifully  illustrated  by  the  fine  collection  of  apparatus 
present.  Mr.  Schall  explained  that  Rontgen  rays  were 
light  rays  of  exceedingly  short  wave-length.  The  methods 
of  measuring  the  penetration  of  a;-rays  tubes  was  demon- 
strated, both  the  spark-gap  method  and  the  Wehneet 
aluminium-wedge  method  being  shown.  Regeneration  tubes 
were  also  shown.  The  type  mostly  in  use  has  mica  enclosed 
.in  a  side  branch.  When  the  tube  becomes  too  hard  to  allow 
current  to  pass  the  mica  becomes  heated,  and  the  air 
enclosed  between  the  scales  escapes  to  soften  the  tube.  The 
reduction  of  exposure  in  x-ray  photography  by  means  of 
*'  accelerating "  screens  coated  with  calcium  tungstate  or 
uranium  ammonium  fluoride  was  explained.  The  measure- 
ment of  dosage,  the  cure  of  ringworm  with  a;-rays,  and 
lantern-slides  of  skiagrams  concluded  a  most  interesting 
lecture.  In  the  subsequent  discussion  Mr.  Schall  stated 
.that  a  16-in.  coil  is  the  most  useful  size,  and  that  it  is  not 
•worth  while  to  repump  old  a;-ray  tubes.  Votes  of  thanks  to 
the  lecturer,  Chairman,  and  Pharmaceutical  Society  ter- 
minated the  proceedings. 

Southampton.- The  annual  meeting  of  the  Southampton 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  on  March  19.  Mr.  W. 
Bates  (President)  was  supported  by  twenty-one  members 
and  Mr.  F.  B.  Wride  (Hon.  Secretary).  The  President  gave 
a  resume  of  the  past  year's  work,  and  the  report  of  the  Hon. 
Treasurer  was  received  and  adopted.  Mr.  W.  Martin  then 
took  the  chair,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected : 
Mr.  W.  Bates,  President ;  Mr.  W.  Martin,  Vice-President ; 
Mr.  H.  Ferryman,  Treasurer;  Mr.  F.  B.  Wride,  Hon. 
Secretary;  Committee,  Messrs.  Clark,  Dodridge,  Fowler, 
•Gibson,  Hodges,  Hussey,  Jones,  Jewell,  and  Oram.  Mr. 
Atkinson  and  Mr.  Clark  were  re-elected  Auditors.  Five 
new  members  were  elected.  In  discussing  a  letter  from 
the  Pharmaceutical  Standing-  Committee,  it  was  suggested 


that  the  Association  should  contribute  51.  5s. — The  annual 
dinner  took  place  in  the  evening  at  the  South  Western 
Hotel.  Mr.  W.  Bates  presided  over  an  attendance  of  fifty- 
three,  which  included  several  doctors.  The  toast  of  "  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society"  was  proposed  from  the  chair,  and 
replied  to  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Bilson  (Bournemouth).  Dr.  Lauder 
proposed  "  The  Association,"  to  which  Mr.  H.  Ferryman 
(Treasurer)  and  Mr.  F.  B.  Wride  (Hon.  Secretary)  replied. 
"  The  President,"  "The  Insurance  Committee,"  "Kindred 
Associations,"  and  "The  Visitors"  were  the  other  toasts. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY. 


NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

THE  third  evening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on, 
March  19  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  W.  Giles, 
Vice-Chairman  of  the  Branch,  presiding.  Mr.  James 
Grier,  Ph.C,  M.Sc.  (Manchester1,  contributed  a  paper  on 

"  The  Relation  of  Chemical  Structure  to 
Physiological  Action." 

The  communication  dealt  with  the  aliphatic  compounds, 
and  at  the  outset  Mr.  Grier  said  the  enormous  output 
of  synthetic  remedies  which  has  been  witnessed  in  our 
time  may  be  said  to  be  the  direct  result  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  theory  that  an  intimate  relation  exists  be- 
tween the  chemical  constitution  of  a  substance  and  its 
pharmacological  action  in  living  matter.  The  lecturer 
then  very  ably  summarised  the  views  of  pharmacologists 
and  the  results  of  modern  researches,  and  stated  that 
there  is  no  doubt  that  a  close  relationship  does  exist 
between  the  constitution  of  a  chemical  substance  and  its 
physiological  action,  and  that  on  broad  general  lines 
the  relationship  holds  true,  although  when  one  descends 
to  particular  instances  or  specific  cases  other  modifying 
factors  may  have  to  be  taken  into  account.  The  com- 
plicated nature  of  the  problem  is  such  that  no  general 
laws  sufficient  for  the  rationalisation  of  therapeutics 
have  been  established.  The  change  in  physiological  action 
was  shown,  for  example,  in  the  researches  of  Professors 
Crum  Brown  and  Fraser  on  alkaloids  to  be  not  merely 
due  to  the  change  from  the  trivalent  to  the  pentavalent 
state,  but  rather  to  a  change  in  the  space  relations  of 
the  molecule,  from  a  plane  to  a  three-dimension  arrange- 
ment of  the  atoms — i.e.,  a  change  in  configuration.  A 
good  instance  in  support  of  this  is  supplied  by  recent 
researches  on  the  constitution  of  adrenalin,  where 
optical  activity  determines  '  physiological  action. 
Synthetic  adrenalin  when  first  introduced  wVis  devoid  of 
physiological  activity,  the  naturally  occurring  active  sub- 
stance being  the  lsevorotatory  form.  Similarly,  dextro- 
hyoscyamine.  according  to  the  researches  of  Barrowcliffe 
and  Tutin,  has  only  one-hundredth  the  mydriatic  action 
of  the  laevo  variety.  Another  instance  where  such  an 
apparently  trifling  difference  as  the  ortho  position  in  the 
molecule  makes  a  tremendous  difference  in  physiological 
activity  is  offered  by  salicylic  acid,  the  meta  and  para 
varieties  of  which  are  physiologically  inactive.  Never- 
theless, physiological  actions  are  chemical  actions,  the 
reaction  between  drug  and  tissue  is  not  of  a  kind 
distinct  from  ordinary  chemical  and  physical  pheno- 
mena, and  is  not  interfered  with  by  any  special  vital 
force  or  ultra  physical  influences,  and  is  therefore  not 
independent  of  the  chemical  constitution  of  the  drug. 

There  still  remain,  however,  reactions  which  cannot  be 
described  as  definitely  or  decidedly  chemical  in  their 
nature,  but  are  more  akin  to  the  fixation  of  dyes  in  fibres. 
Different  cells  and  tissues,  both  vegetable  and  animal, 
and  certain  micro-organisms  absorb  and  retain  different 
stains.  They  have,  as  it  were,  a  sort  of  selective  power, 
and  Professor  Cushny  says  it  is  still  a  question  whether 
in  the  great  majority  of  drug  actions  definite  chemical 
combinations  occur  with  the  living  tissues  or  whether 
the  effects  arise  from  the  formation  of  such  loose  con- 
nections with  the  protoplasm  as  have  been  termed 
"absorption  compounds."  In  recent  years  these  absorp- 
tion phenomena  and  others  in  the  borderland  of  physics 
and  chemistry  have  received  much  attention,  and  the 
application  of  the  results    of    these    investigations  to 
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pharmacology  has  proved  of  great  value  already,  and 
promises  to  elucidate  in  the  future  many  problems  which 
have  hitherto  been  unapproachable.  Such  an  application 
is  the  Meyer-Overton  theory  of  narcosis  which  has  been 
suggested  to  explain  why  so  many  bodies  of  the  aliphatic 
series  act  as  narcotics.  These  investigators  conclude 
that  the  narcotic  value  of  a  drug  depends  principally 
on  its  solubility  in  lipoid  substances,  and  that  the  most 
powerful  narcotics  are  those  which  are  most  soluble  in 
oil  or  fat  and  least  soluble  in  water.  But  that  the 
action  is  not  simply  physical  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that  many  benzol  derivatives  which  also  possess  this 
property  of  solubility  in  the  lipoid  substances,  and 
thus  penetrate  the  cell,  fail  to  act  as  narcotics.  The 
introduction  of  unsuitable  groups  or  radicles  into  the 
aliphatic  substances  also  nullifies  the  narcotic  action  by 
preventing  entrance  into  the  cell.  General  anaesthesia  is 
produced  by  the  lower  and  more  volatile  members  of  the 
paraffin  series  of  compounds,  where  volatility  and  solu- 
bility are  of  great  importance.  These  drugs  are  rapidly 
absorbed  and  excreted  almost  at  once,  so  that  their 
effect  only  lasts  during  their  continuous  administration. 
The  best  known  are  chloroform  and  ether,  the  former 
described  as  the  most  powerful  and  the  latter  as  the 
best  anaesthetic  in  use,  with  ethyl  chloride  for  short 
operations;  ethyl  bromide  also  produces  anaesthesia  with 
activity,  but  has  certain  disadvantages.  Alcohol  is  only 
used  in  the  form  of  the  (A.C.E.)  mixture,  while  of  the 
hydrocarbons  themselves  pentane  and  octane  have  been 
proposed  for  short  operations;  also  pental  or  trimethyl 
ethylene,  and  even  acetylene,  has  been  shown  to  possess 
narcotic  properties. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  draw  a  hard-and-fast  line 
between  the  two  groups  of  drugs  known  as  hypnotics  and 
general  anaesthetics.  The  main  differences  are  to  be 
observed  in  the  physical  rather  than  the  chemical  charac- 
ters of  the  substances.  Both  owe  their  rapidity  to  their 
power  of  influencing  chemically  the  higher  cerebral  cells, 
the  molecule  acting  as  a  whole;  but  the  hypnotics  are 
more  stable  liquid  or  solid  bodies,  which  can  be  given  in 
a  single  dose,  their  physiological  effects  beginning  some 
time  after  administration,  and  continuing  so  long  as  a 
sufficiency  of  the  drug  remains  unexcreted. 

Hypnotic  effect  appears  to  be  particularly  associated 
with  the  ethyl  radicle  (C,H5),  which  seems  to  confer 
upon   the   substance   the   power   of    entering   into  an 
intimate    relationship    with    the    nervous    system.  It 
i  occurs  in  every  one  of  the  following  hypnotics,  which 
are  effective  in  much  smaller  doses,  although  their  action 
appears  to  be  due  chiefly  to  the  presence  of  ethyl  groups  : 
Ethylic  alcohol,  amylene  hydrate  and  sulphonal,  trional 
and  tetronal  containing  two,  three,  and  four  ethyl  groups, 
the  last  being  the  most  powerful  theoretically,  its  action 
being   counterbalanced    by   its    sparing   solubility;  ure- 
thane,    hedonal,   proponal,   veronal,  and  directly  or  in- 
directly in  many  others.      The  entrance  of  a  halogen 
increases  narcotic  power  to  a  very  large  extent,  but  the 
molecule  acts  as  a  whole,  neither  CI  nor  Br  being  set 
free  in  the  tissues.    Hence  we  have  chloral  hydrate  or 
tnchloracetaldehyde,  chloretone  or  trichlorbutyl  alcohol, 
which  also  acts  as  a  local  anaesthetic   and  antiseptic,' 
isopral     or  trichlorisopropyl     alcohol,     the  secondary 
alcohols  being  more  narcotic  than  the  primary  and  the 
tertiary  than  the  secondary.    Bromal  or  tribrom  acetalde- 
hyde  is  always  sedative  if  not  hypnotic;  neuronal  or 
diethyl  bromacetamide  is  one  of  the  strongest  narcotics. 
Bromural    is    monobrom    iso-valeryl    urea.       As  these 
halogen  compounds,  especially  those  containing  chlorine, 
have  a  powerful  depressing  action  on  the  heart,  earbonyl 
or    urea    derivatives— c.rj. ,    urethane— were    devised  by 
Schmiedeberg  with  the  object  of  combining  the  hypnotic 
or  narcotic  effect  of  the  alkyl  group  with  the  stimulating 
or  anti-depressant  effect  of  ammonia,  the  basic  amines 
And  acid  amines  being  largely  inactive.    Urethane  is  the 
ethyl  ester  of  carbamic  acid.    Hedonal  is  its  amylic  ester. 
Aponal  is  the  amylene  hydrate  ester.    Adaline  is  brom 
diethyl  acetyl  urea.    Bromural   is  monobrom  isovaleric 
urea.    Veronal  is  a  diethyl  ureide,   medinal  being  its 
more  soluble  sodium  salt,  while  proponal  is  the  analogous 
dipropyl  compound.    Acid  amide  derivatives  are  chloral- 


amide,  a  compound  of  chloral  with  the  amide  of  formic 
acid,  and  neuronal,  which  is  the  bromine  derivative  of 
diethyl  acetamide,  a  substance  with  a  faint  camphoraceou& 
or  aromatic  odour  and  bitter  taste.  The  aliphatic  acids 
have  little  narcotic  effect  in  general  until  halogenised, 
although  the  chloracetic  acids  have  other  effects  which 
preclude  their  use;  but  the  acetic  radicle  or,  at  any  rate, 
the  amidoacetic  radicle  would  appear  to  have  the  general 
narcotic  property  developed  in  another  direction,  as  it  is 
present  not  only  in  practically  all  antipyretic  and  anal- 
gesic synthetics,  but  exists  in  such  naturally  occurring, 
pain-relieving  drug  principles  as  aconitine  and  colchicine. 
Dealing  finally  with  the  esters  of  the  fatty  acids,  the- 
lecturer  submitted  that  the  general  narcotic  action  is- 
developed  in  a  special  direction,  conferring  on  these 
substances  a  sedative  action — e.g.,  oil  of  valerian,  which 
contains  the  formic,  acetic,  and  valerianic  esters  of 
borneol.  He  admitted,  however,  that  our  ideas  on  the 
pharmacy  of  valerian  require  revision.  It  was  sug- 
gested also  that  the  natural  essences  of  sweet  fruits  may 
exercise  a  cooling  and  sedative  action. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  said  he  had  just  the  impression  that 
there  is  a  tendency,  perhaps  from  too  small  a  number  of 
instances,  to  arrive  at  too  large  a  conclusion. 

Mr.  Boa,  referring  to  an  allusion  to  the  use  of  ammonia 
acetate  as  a  remedy  in  inflammatory  conditions,  said  this 
reminded  him  of  the  time  when  he  had  to  prepare  an 
embrocation  for  horses,  consisting  of  turpentine,  eggs,  acetic 
acid,  and  ammonia.  With  the  modicum  of  chemical  know- 
ledge he  had  acquired  at  the  time,  he  suggested  that  the- 
mixture  was  incompatible.  He  was  informed  that  it  was  so 
satisfactory  in  its  action  that  to  leave  out  the  ammonia, 
was  not  to  be  thought  of.  A  good  example  of  the  influence 
of  introducing  the  ethyl  group  into  a  substance  was  fur- 
nished in  the  case  of  acetanilide,  the  harsh  action  of  which 
was  greatly  modified  by  the  introduction  of  the  ethyl  £roup, 
as  in  the  case  of  phenacetin. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Grier. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  then  gave  a  communication  on  an 

Improved  Alkaloidal  Assay  Process  for  Ipecacuanha. 

The  B.P.  process,  he  said  is  tedious,  wasteful,  and 
complicated.    The  method  he  suggested  is  as  follows : 

Ten  mils.*  of  the  liquid  extract  is  placed  in  a  flat  basin  with' 
5  mils,  of  N/1  CHsCOOH  and  10  mils,  water;  the  whole  is 
evaporated  to  5  mils.  Twenty  mils,  of  water  is  added  with 
5  mils.  CHaCOOH,  and  the  resinous  matter  broken  up  and' 
removed  by  filtering  through  a  pledget  of  cotton-wool  into- 
a  cylinder.  The  capsule  is  washed  with  10  mils,  water  and 
1  mil.  CHaCOOH.  To  the  cold  mixture  is  added  1  mil. 
liquor  ferri  dialysatus  (1885),  the  whole  made  up  to  50  mils., 
well  shaken,  and  set  aside  to  separate.  Twenty-five  mils,  is- 
filtered  off  into  a  separator,  mixed  with  excess  of  NH.OH 
and  20  mils,  of  equal  volumes  of  ether  and  chloroform,  well 
agitated,  warmed,  and  set  aside  to  settle.  This  extraction 
is  repeated  with  another  20  mils,  of  ether  and  chloroform 
mixture.  Other  two  extractions  are  made  with  10  mils,  of 
chloroform,  which  gives  a  more  complete  extraction.  The 
bulk  liquids  are  distilled  off.  and  the  residue  dried  at  80°  C. 
until  weight,  is  constant.  The  weighed  residue  is  dissolved' 
in  N/10  HC1  and  titrated  with  N/20  NaOH.  using  tincture 
of  cochineal  as  indicator.    Factor  .0244=1  mil.  N/10  HC1. 

Mr.  Cowie  said  he  had  applied  the  method  with  advantage 
to  the  B.P.  processes  for  belladonna,  cinchona,  and  nux 
vomica  extracts. 

Discussion. 

Dr.  Dobbin  inquired  as  to  the  effect  of  varying  the  quan- 
tity of  dialysed  iron.  If  more  is  used,  is  there  a  deficiency 
in  the  alkaloids? 

Mr.  Cowie  said  no  harm  results  in  using  dialysed  solution 
of  iron,  provided  sufficient  acetic  acid  were  used  and  no 
heat  applied. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Cowie. 

*  Meaning,  perhaps,  10  cubic  centimetres. 


"The  Chemist  and  Druggist  Diary." — We  have  again, 
been  favoured  with  this  welcome  annual  budget  of  useful 
information  on  matters  pharmaceutical  pertaining  to  the 
heart  of  the  British  Empire.  Each  year  new  matter  finds 
its  place  in  this  publication,  and  by  the  information  con- 
veyed British  pharmacists  are  kept  fully  informed  on  all 
points  of  law  relating  to  the  craft.  One  item  in  the  contents- 
is  the  National  Insurance  Act  of  1911.  in  the  administration 
of  which  the  Hon.  Lloyd  George  locked  horns  with  the 
English  medical  body,  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  latter.— 
Canadian  Pharmaceutical  Journal. 
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WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 


Merchandise  Marks  Bill. 
Sir  M.  Levy,  M.P.,  has  given  notice  of  his  intention 
to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  whenever  it  comes  on. 

The  Purity  of  Food. 
Mr.  Burns  announced  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Wednesday  that  he  has  a  Bill  in  course  of  preparation 
dealing  with  the  question  of  the  purity  of  food,  and  he 
hopes  to  introduce  it  shortly.  It  will  include  the  question 
of  flour. 

Advisory  Committee  ox  Vivisection. 

The  Advisory  Committee  on  Vivisection  is  to  be  com- 
posed as  follows  :  Sir  A.  Bowlby,  F.R.C.S.,  Sir  J.  R. 
Bradford,  M.D.,  Sir  H.  B.  Donkin,  "M.D.,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Makins,  F.R.C.S.,  Lord  Moulton  of  Bank,  Dr.  Seymour 
J.  Sharkey,  and  Dr.  Charters  J.  Symonds.  Sir  A. 
Bowlby  and  Sir  J.  R.  Bradford  are  the  only  members 
who  have  held  licences  to  perform  experiments  on  living 
animals,  the  former  twenty-six  years  ago  and  the  latter 
nine  years  ago. 

International  Opium  Conference. 

Sir  E.  Grey  announced  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Tuesday  that  the  Convention  which  was  signed  as  a 
result  of  the  International  Conference  has  not  yet  been 
ratified,  but  an  invitation  has  been  received  from  the 
Netherlands  Government  for  a  fresh  meeting  of  dele- 
gates in  June  to  examine  the  question  of  ratification,  and 
H.M.  Government  has  accepted  the  invitation. 

Mr.  A.  Lynch  inquired  whether  this  country  sought 
to  force  upon  China  the  use  of  a  drug  which  was  con- 
sidered by  that  country  to  be  pernicious. 

Gum  Pastilles. 
Mr.  B.  Peto,  M.P.,  asked  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  on  Tuesday,  March  25,  whether,  in  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Trade  Boards  Act  to  the  industry  of  manu- 
facture of  sugar  confectionery,  it  is  intended  to  include 
chocolate  confectionery  containing  sugar  and  confec- 
tionery manufactured  from  gums,  such  as  pastilles  and 
jujubes,  which  contain  sugar,  or  to  confine  it  to  the  cheap 
sugar  sweets  boiling  trade;  and  whether  he  can  indicate 
precisely  what  forms  of  sugar  confectionery  it  is  pro- 
posed to  include  and  exclude. — Mr.  Robertson  replied 
that  the  question  of  the  precise  definition  of  trades  to 
be  included  in  the  extension  of  the  Trade  Boards  Act  is 
■at  present  under  consideration. 

National  Insurance  Act. 

Panel  Doctors  and  Income-tax. — The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  informed  Mr.  Ian  Malcolm,  M.P.,  that 
he  does  not  see  his  way  to  the  granting  of  differential 
income-tax  treatment  in  the  case  of  doctors  who  may  be 
deriving  income  under  the  Insurance  Act. 

Inspectors  of  Pharmacies.— The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  _ has  informed  Mr.  Tyson  Wilson,  M.P.,  that 
the  question  of  appointing  inspectors  of  pharmacies  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Commissioners,  but  that 
he  is  not  yet  in  a  position  to  make  any  statement  on  the 
matter.  The  hon.  member  had  asked  specially  whether 
any  such  inspectors,  if  appointed,  would  be  fully  qualified 
chemists. 

Cocaine  in  Dentistry. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday  Mr.  Joynson- 
Hicks,  M.P.,  asked  the  Home  Secretary  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  an  inquest  on  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Margaret  Green,  held  on  February  5,  owing  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  cocaine  by  a  non-qualified  dentist,  and  to  the 
rider  of  the  jury  thereon ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  take 
any  steps  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  similar  tragedies. — 
Mr.  McKenna  replied  that  his  attention  had  not  previously 
been  called  to  the  case,  and  he  had  no  information  in 
regard  to  it.  The  question  of  the  use  of  cocaine  and  the 
■danger  of  accidents  from  such  use  was  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Deaths  from  Anaesthetics  in 
1910,  who  reported  that  legislative  interference  was 
undesirable.    He  has  no  power  to  take  any  action. 


Celluloid  Regulations. 

The  Bill  which  has  been  promoted  by  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  London  to  make  provision  in  respect  to 
the  licensing  and  regulation  of  premises  in  the  City 
of  London  in  which  celluloid  is  manufactured  or  other- 
wise dealt  with  was  read  a  first  time  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Monday.  A  similar  advance  was  made  with 
the  London  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Bill, 
which  seeks  to  make  similar  provision  in  regard  to 
premises  in  which  cinematograph  films,  celluloid,  and 
other  inflammable  substances  are  manufactured,  kept,  or 
otherwise  dealt  with,  or  which  are  used  for  the  purpose 
of  dangerous  businesses. 

On  Tuesday  Captain  Peel  and  Mr.  Newton  gave  notice 
of  their  intention  to  move  the  rejection  of  the  City  Bill 
and  the  London  County  Council  Bill.  A  petition  for 
additional  provision  in  regard  to  the  latter  Bill  has  been 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 
Both  Bills  have  now  been  passed  by  the  Standing  Orders 
Committee,  and  the  second  reading  will  in  all  probability 
take  place  on  Monday  next.  After  this  they  will  be 
referred  to  the  Local  Legislation  Committee  which  has 
just  been  set  up,  and  about  the  second  week  in  April  they 
will  probably  be  discussed  by  this  body,  which  will  at 
the  same  time  hear  petitions  against  by  counsel. 


SALICYLATES  IN  RHEUMATISM. 

Professor  Ralph  Stockman  publishes  in  the  "  British 
Medical  Journal "  an  account  of  the  action  and  relative 
value  of  salicylic  acid  and  chemically  allied  substances  in 
the  treatment  of  rheumatic  fever,  which  has  been  drawn 
up  as  part  of  a  scheme  of  work  undertaken  by  members 
of  the  Therapeutical  Sub-committee  of  the  British  Medi- 
cal Association.  He  states  that  the  value  of  a  number 
of  synthetic  bodies  introduced  as  substitutes  for  the 
salicylates  can  be  calculated  from  their  content  of  sali- 
cylic acid.  The  relative  anti-fermentative  and  germicidal 
strengths  of  the  substances  have  been  tested  on  the 
yeast  plant,  a  streptococcus,  Bacillus  Coli,  a  hay  infusion, 
or  a  fungus  growth  on  gelatin.  The  relative  toxicity  was 
determined  when  necessary  on  rabbits.  We  refer  only 
to  a  few  of  the  points  in  the  report.  Salicylic  acid  in 
15  and  20  grain  doses  every  four  hours  has  no  superiority 
to  sodium  salicylate  in  effectively  treating  cases  of 
acute  rheumatism.  Sodium  salicylate  in  sufficient  doses 
(90  to  160  grains  or  more  in  twenty-four  hours)  acts 
very  satisfactorily  when  the  infection  is  recent, '  when 
the  inflammation  is  confined  to  the  joints,  and  when 
treatment  is  begun  early.  It  is  otherwise  when  the 
fibrous  tissues  of  the  heart-valves  or  of  the  muscles  or 
body  generally  are  deeply  implicated,  and  on  this 
account  it  is  of  importance  to  discover  a  more  active 
anti-rheumatic  than  the  salicylates.  Sodium  salicylate 
is  a  feeble  germicide  and  anti-fermentative.  Saligenin, 
chemically  the  alcohol  of  which  salicylic  acid  is  the 
corresponding  acid,  in  doses  of  10  grains  every  two  hours, 
has  a  very  rapid  and  satisfactory  action.  Salicin  in 
20-grain  doses  hourly,  or  30  grains  every  two  or  three 
hours,  has  a  highly  satisfactory  action  in  rheumatic 
fever.  It  has  often  been  given  in  doses  of  60  grains, 
and  repeated  in  two  hours  without  any  ill  effects.  Acetyl- 
salicylic  acid  in  doses  of  15  grains  three  or  four  hourly 
acts  very  satisfactorily  in  acute  rheumatism,  but  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  action  is  other  than 
that  of  sodium  salicylate.  It  has  also  disadvantages 
when  pushed  to  large  doses.  The  dose  of  salol  is  limited 
by  the  poisonous  action  of  phenol.  In  local  pain  methyl 
salicylate  is  the  most  efficient  application.  It  is  seldom 
irritating  to  the  skin,  and  can  be  rubbed  in  or  applied 
as  a  dressing  either  undiluted  or  as  three  parts  to  one 
of  olive  oil.  At  the  end  is  an  interesting  note  which 
states  that  the  discovery  of  the  specific  anti-rheumatic 
action  of  salicin  and  salicylic  acid  was  a  matter  of 
accident,  and  that  in  the  thirty-nine  years  which  have 
since  elapsed  no  substantial  improvement  has  been  made 
on  them  and  no  new  therapeutical  path  has  been  struck. 
We  think  the  Professor  is  wrong  as  regards  salicin.  Dr. 
T.  J.  Maclagan  worked  on  a  basis  which  resulted  in  the 
use  of  salicin. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 


The.  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  ouyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.,  March  27. 

17  ASTER-HOLIDAY  influences  have  more  or  less  pre- 
d  vailed  in  the  markets,  with  a  consequent  all-round 
restriction  of  business.  The  improved  political  outlook 
on  the  Continent  and  the  prospects  of  an  early  return  to 
cheaper  money  should  give  a  greater  scope  to  market 
operations.  Changes  in  value  have  been  few  and  of  no 
great  significance.  The  advance  in  cod-liver  oil  has  come 
to  .a  halt  for  the  moment,  owing  partly  to  absence  of  sub- 
stantial buying,  although  the  fishing  is  still  very  poor. 
Balsam  Canada  has  further  advanced,  both  in  primary 
markets  and  on  spot.  Bergamot  oil  is  easier  at  the  source. 
Orange  is  firm,  and  lemon  unaltered.  English  castor  oil 
is  steady,  and  Japanese  refined  slab  camphor  in  better 
demand.  Arsenic  is  a  shade  easier,  copper  sulphate  is 
firmer,  and  turpentine  has  advanced  sharply.  Opium  is 
dearer  in  Turkey,  and  morphine  in  sympathy  is  firmer. 
The  principal  movements  have  been  as  follows  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Balsam  Canada 

Copaiba 

Arsenic 

Celery-seed 

Copper  sulphate 

Bergamot  oil 

Opium 

Morphine 

Quicksilver 

Rosin 

(seconds) 

Turpentine 

Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  March  27. — The  cod-fishing  continues  poor ;  the 
market  is  unaltered  but  firm,  the  value  of  new  non-con- 
gealing Norwegian  oil  being  about  134s.  c.i.f.  and  109s. 
c.i.f.  for  last  season's. 

New  York,  March  19. — Business  is  of  fair  average 
volume.  Opium  is  quiet  at  $5.80  per  lb.  for  druggists' 
by  single  cases.  Peppermint  oil  in  tins  is  steady  at  $2.80 
per  lb.,  and  an  advance  of  $2  has  taken  place  in  Canada 
balsam,  which  is  now  quoted  at  $14  per  American  gal. 
Copaiba  is  easier  at  45c.  per  lb.  for  South  American, 
Oregon  balsam  is  firmer  at  $1.75,  and  balsam  tolu  has 
advanced  to  82c.  Hydrastis  (golden  seal)  is  steady  at 
$3.90  per  lb. 

New  York,  .  March  27. — Business  in  drugs  is  dull. 
Opium  is  steady  at  $5.80  per  lb.  for  druggists'.  Pepper- 
mint oil  in  tins  is  quiet  at  $2.80.  Copaiba  is  firmer  at 
47c.  per  lb.,  and  Canada  balsam  is  strong  at  $14  per 
Amer.  gallon.  Curacao  aloes  is  easier  at  8^c.  Buchu  is 
higher  at  $1.50  for  round,  and  hydrastis  is  steady  at 
$3.90.    Podophyllum-root  (mandrake)  is  firm  at  6£c.  per  lb. 

London  Markets. 

Aloes. — Ten  cases  of  Zanzibar,  in  monkey-skins,  have 
arrived. 

Arsenic  is  quoted  at  19/.  per  ton  in  barrels  and  201. 
in  kegs  for  best  white  English  powdered. 

Balsam  Canada  has  advanced  a  further  6c/.  on  the  spot 
to  5s.  6c/.  per  lb.  net. 

Balsam  Toltj  is  offering  at  3s.  6c/.  per  lb.  net  on  spot. 

Bergamot  Oil. — Prospects  for  the  new  crop  are  so  far 
favourable,  and  in  view  of  the  present  high  values  a 
hand-to-mouth  business  appears  the  best  policy;  for  ship- 
ment 24s.  to  24s.  Id.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 


A  Palermo  advice  dated  March  22  states  that  no  special 
interest  continues  to  be  shown,  although  occasional  orders 
come  to  hand;  market"  is  therefore  unaltered,  and  the 
efforts  which  sellers  make  to  obtain  increased  prices  when' 
the  demand   appears  have  so  far  proved  fruitless. 

Buchu. — The  Walrner  Castle  has  brought  35  packages. 

Camphor  Oil. — White  essential  is  quoted  50s.  per  cwt. 
spot. 

Camphor  (Refined). — The  sales  of  Japanese  2g-lb.  slabs; 
comprise  200  cases  at  Is.  4fc/.  c.i.f.  for  April-May  ship- 
ment; tt-oz.  tablets  on  the  spot  are  quoted  Is.  7c/.,  at 
which  retail  sales  have  been  made. 

The  exports  of  crude  and  refined  camphor  from  Japan 
(including  Formosa)  during  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  were  as  follows : 

1910  1911  1912 

Kin   3,275,102        3,441,099  3,062,462 

Yen   2,964,000        3,143,000  2,827,000 

Castor  Oil. — Hull  make  is  steady  at  29/.  5s.  for  first 
pressing  for  last  week  March  delivery,  29L  for  April,  and 
271.  15s.  per  ton  for  July-December  delivery,  barrels  in- 
cluded, usual  terms,  delivered  free  on  wharf  London  j 
pure  cold-drawn  pharmaceutical  quality  is  50s.  per  ton 
over  the  price  of  firsts,  and  oil  in  tins  and  cases  50s.  per 
ton  over  the  respective  price  in  barrels.  Belgian  firsts  is- 
quoted  29/.  for  prompt  and  281.  for  April-December,  ex 
wharf  London. 

Celery-seed. — French  has  advanced  to  180s.  per  cwt. 
c.i.f.   

Chamomiles. — Belgian  are  offered  at  77s.  6d.  c.i.f.  for 
fair  flowers. 

Cinchona. — Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the  auction: 
to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  on  April  3  show  that  the  13,47& 
bales  and  340  cases  weigh  about  1,236,614  kilos.,  the 
quinine-content  being  76,495  kilos.  The  manufacturing 
bark  weighs  1,142,584  kilos.,  and  the  druggists'  bark 
94,030  kilos.,  containing  respectively  the  equivalent  of 
73,161  kilos,  and  3,334  kilos,  quinine  sulphate.  The  average 
percentage  of  the  manufacturing  bark  is  6.40,  as  com- 
pared with  6.13  per  cent,  in  February  and  6.27  per  cent, 
in  January. 

Cloves  are  firm,  fair  Zanzibar  on  spot  offering  at  10§c£.  j 
to  arrive,  sellers  of  January-March  shipment  quote  10c/. 
c.i.f.,  and  March-May  delivery  at 

Coca-leaves. — At  the  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  April  3,  2,734  packages,  weighing  143.677  kilos.,  and 
containing  2,154  kilos,  total  alkaloids,  will  be  offered. 
The  average  percentage  is  1.52,  as  compared  with  1.67 
per  cent,  in  February. 

Codeine. — Quiet,  at  14s.  9c/.  for  pure  crystals  from 
makers,  and  at  from  14s.  3c/.  to  14s.  6c/.  from  second- 
hands. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Although  the  cod-fishing  continues 
poor,  the  advance  has  come  to  a  standstill  for  the  present, 
and  prices  remain  substantially  as  they  were  previous  to 
the  holidays ;  offers  show  a  wide  range,  new  Norwegian, 
oil  being  quoted  at  from  125s.  to  140s.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 
London  according  to  brand,  and  in  old  oil  business  has  been 
done  at  from  120s.  to  125s.  Several  agents  remain  without 
offers. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  March  17  (too  late 
for  insertion  in  our  previous  issue)  that  the  results  of  the 
cod-fishing  are  still  poor,  and  far  below  expectations,  the 
following  being  the  figures  up  to  March  15  : 
Lofoten. 

1911      1912  -  1913 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)   6.2         9.9  2.8 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)   ...    4,832      7.826  1,782 
Livers  for  "raw "oils  (hect.)  ...     468        700  347 

Whole  Country. 

1911  1912  1913 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)                 17.5        36.  13.8 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)  ...12,500  29,000  10,300 

Livers  for  "  raw  "  oils  (hect.)  ...    3,350  4,600  3,300 

Tho  weather  appears  to  be  improving  all  over  the  coasfc„ 
and  there  is  still  good  hope  for  fishing.  As  the  Easter  holi- 
days fall  early  this  year,  it  is  generally  expected  that  fish- 
ing will  continue  after  the  vacation.  The  prospects  for 
fishing  in  the  East  Lofoten  district  are  better  than  they  have 
been  for  many  years.    The  supplies  of  new  oil   are  still 
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■quite  insignificant,  and  buyers  have  to  pay  very  high  figures. 
According  to  the  prices  asked  for  crude  to-day,  new  season's 
.non-congealing  Lofoten  medicinal  oil  cannot  be  quoted  below 
134s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  ;  1912  non-congealing  oil  has  lately 
been  handled  at  the  rate  of  104s.,  but  many  holders  are 
asking  considerably  higher  prices.  The  exports  from  Nor- 
way up  to  February  28  amount  to  7,200  barrels,  against 
5,300  barrels  at  the  same  date  last  year. 

According  to  cabled  statistics  from  Norway,  the  catch  and 
output  of  cod-liver  oil  up  to  March  22  were  as  follows : 


Catch  of 
Cod 

Lofoten,  1913   4,500.000 

Do.      1912   12.100,000 

Whole  country,  1913  17.200.000 
Do.         1912...  44,6.0,000 


Livers 
for  Raw 
Oils  (hect.) 
,.      419  .. 

856  .. 
.  3.407  .. 
.   5,370  .. 


Yield  of 
c.l.o. 

(heet.) 

2,779 

9//70 
12.292 
34,701 


It  will  be  'seen  that  the  deficiency  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  previous  year  is  again  consider- 
able. The  season  is  now  fairly  advanced,  and  .should  the 
fishing  not  improve  continually  rising  prices  may  be 
expected. 

Copaiba. — Filtered  B.P.  in  cases  is  offered  at  2s.  2d.  on 
the  spot. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  firmer  at  251.  15s.  per  ton  for  the 
■usual  Liverpool  brands  for  prompt  delivery  and 
23Z.  10s.  for  April. 

Dragon's-blood. — Seven  cases  of  cake-shape  lump  have 
arrived. 

Elemi.' — -The  Sunda  has  brought  30  cases. 

Ergot. — German  is  offered  at  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Guaiacum. — A  lot  of  about  1  ton,  including  fair  drop, 
just  arrived,  will  be  offered  next  week. 

Gum  Acacia. — Sudan  is  steady  on  spot,  with  sales  of 
fair  half- hard  sorts  at  33s. 

Hydrastis  is  quoted  at  16s.  9d.  to  17s.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot,  as  to  quantity. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  balance  of  the  25-bale  lot  of  Johore 
has  now  been  cleared  at  8s.  Ad.  per  lb.  The  value  of 
Matto  Grosso  is  9s.  to  9s.  Zd.,  Minas  8s.  9d.,  and  Carta- 
gena 8s.  The  four  barrels  damaged  Cartagena  offered  last 
week  have  been  disposed  of  at  4s.  per  lb.  The  Asturias 
lias  brought  23  packages  Matto  Grosso  and  10  packages 
from  Bahia  (either  Cartagena  or  Minas). 

Lemon  Oil. — Quotations  are  practically  unaltered,  best 
brands  offering  at  from  12s.  Ad.  to  12s.  6d.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 
and  upwards,  while  spot  is  from  12s.  6d.  to  13s.  6d.  The 
arrivals  of  Messina  essences  during  the  week  have  been 
on  a  larger  scale,  aggregating  about  200  packages. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  March  22  reports  a  slack  market, 
mainly  owing  to  the  Easter  holidays.  Although  buyers 
were  reserved,  holders  have  not  weakened,  as  might  have 
been  expected.  Possibly  they  are  awaiting  the  end  of  the 
month,  anticipating  more  requirements  in  connection  with 
deliveries  pending  on  previous  blank  contracts.  However, 
it  seems  as  if  the  liquidation  of  such  engagements  will 
go  forward  more  smoothly  this  month  than  on  previous  due 
days.  Further  developments  will  depend  to  a  great  extent 
on  what  foreign  consumers  will  be  doing,  and  whether  the 
demand  will  set  in,  especially  for  gradual  deliveries  during 
the  year,  inasmuch  as  owing  to  market  conditions  and  the 
fact  that  the  pressing  season  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
most  important  districts  will  6oon  be  over,  such  forward 
contracts  would  have  to  be  covered  in  spot  oil. 

Ltme  Oil. — The  parcel  of  10  cases  hand-pressed 
Dominica  ex  auction  has  been  sold  at  lis.  6d.  per  lb. 

Menthol. — Quiet,  at  28s.  to  29s.  spot,  accordnig  to 
brand.  Sellers  quote  October-December  (new  crop)  in 
combination  with  oil  at  28s.  c.i.f. 

Morphine  is  firmer  at  from  10s.  to  10s.  Zd.  per  oz.,  one 
maker  quoting  "without  engagement";  from  second- 
hands  a  fairly  substantial  business  has  been  done  at 
'9s.  9c?.  for  hydrochloride  powder. 

Opium. — Primary  markets  have  advanced  about  Is.  Zd. 
per  lb.,  business  being  reported  on  the  other  side  at 
10s.  Zd.  c.i.f.  for  11  per  cent,  test,  probably  on  specula- 
tive account.  Spot  market  is  firmer  in  sympathy,  with 
usual  druggists'  quality  offering  at  about  20s.  6d.  to  21s. 
Sellers  of  Persian  have  withdrawn  from  the  market.  The 
Adalia,  from  various  Persian  Gulf  ports,  has  brought  a 
total  of  427  packages,  including  nineteen  in  transit. 


A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  March  14  reporting  a. 
fairly  active  market  for  all  manufacturing  descriptions. 
The  sales  amount  to  27  cases  at  from  16s.  6d.  to  17s.  bd. 
as  to  quality  and  strength.  The  weather  throughout  the 
week  has  again  been  cold,  but  the  damage  reported  last 
week  is  not  as  severe  as  at  first  anticipated.  To-day  there 
are  sellers  at  17s.  for  11  per  cent.,  whereas  last  week  nothing 
would  tempt  our  sellers  under  19s.  for  llg  per  cent,  to 
lij  per  cent,  extra  Karahissar.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna 
are  2,297  cases,  against  1,143  at  same  date  last  year.  A 
Constantinople  correspondent  writes  on  March  22  that  the 
sales  amount  to  five  cases  druggists'  at  from  235  to  260  ptrs. 
and  four  cases  "soft"  shipping  at  259  to  275  ptrs.  per  oke. 
News  from  the  Interior  as  regards  the  growing  crop  is  very 
contradictory. 

Orange  Oil. — Sicilian  is  firm,  both  sweet  and  bitter 
offering  at  from  lis.  Ad.  to  lis.  6d.  c.i.f. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  March  22  reports  a  continued 
good  demand,  and  the  market  has  been  very  stiff.  Germany 
especially  has  been  buying  on  a  fairly  large  6cale,  and  as 
the  available  supply  is  small  and  in  strong  hands,  the  tone 
has  further  improved  as  the  result  of  the  new  business. 

Orris. — The  high  values  of  Florentine  make  sales  diffi- 
cult, business  being  in  small  lots  only. 

Pepper. — Slow  of  sale,  with  spot  sellers  of  black  Singa- 
pore at  5d.,  and  April- June  shipment  at  A^d.  c.i.f.; 
white  Singapore  is  quoted  at  Q%d.  for  fair,  and  Muntok 
at  8|c?.  on  spot ;  April-May  shipment  of  Singapore  has 
been  sold  at  8^d.  c.i.f.,  and  Muntok  for  August-October 
at  8^d.  c.i.f. 

Peppermint  Oil. — American  tin  oil  is  unaltered  at  from 
lis.  9d.  to  12s.  for  best  brands  of  Wayne  County ;  HGH 
is  14s.  9d.,  and  Todd's  crystal  white  12s.  9d.  to  13s. ; 
Japanese  dementholised  is  quoted  6s.  9d.  for  Suzuki  and 
7s.  for  Kobayashi  on  spot,  and  to  arrive  6s.  6d.  to  6s.  9d. 
has  been  paid. 

Podophyllum-root  is  quoted  on  spot  at  34s. 

Quicksilver.— The  principal  importer's  price  is  11.  10s. 
per  bottle,  and  in  second-hands  11.  Is.  is  quoted. 

Quinine  at  the  moment  is  a  nominal  market  at  lOd. 
per  oz.  from  second-hands  for  the  usual  German  brands 
of  sulphate.  There  is  an  absence  of  news  in  regard  to  the 
negotiations  at  Amsterdam. 

The  exports  of  "quinine,  quinine  salts  and  combinations" 
from  Germany  during  Januarv  amounted  to  146,000  kilos., 
against  144,000  kilos,  and  146,000  kilos,  in  January  1915 
and  1911  respectively. 

Sarsaparilla. — About  twenty  bales  of  grey  Jamaica  and 
Native  Jamaica  have  arrived.  On  the  spot  Mexican  is 
quoted  Q^d.  per  lb. 

Shellac- — A  holiday  tone  has  prevailed ;  on  the  spot 
the  value  of  fair  TN  Orange  is  78s.,  free  AC  Garnet  77s.,' 
and  GAL  67s.  ;  sellers  of  TN  for  April-May  shipment 
quote  81s.,  AC -Garnet  73s.  6d.,  and  GAL  65s.,  c.i.f/ 
Futures  have  been  inactive. 

Spearmint  Oil  is  quoted  on  spot  at  21s.  per  lb. 

Tonka-beans. — Angostura  on  spot  are  offered  at 
13s.  6d.,  frosted  Para  at  7s.  6d.,  and  black  6s.  per  lb. 

Turpentine. — A  rapid  advance  has  taken  place,  aggre- 
gating about  3s.  per  cwt.,  the  spot  price  of  American 
closing  quiet  at  30s.  9d.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Japanese.- — Business  has  been  done  for  April- 
May  shipment  at  41s.  9d.  c.i.f. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Business  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  has,  of  course, 
since  last  writing  been  much  interfered  with  by  the  holidays, 
and  at  the  moment  there  is  very  little  doing.  Contract 
deliveries  are  well  maintained,  and  prospects  of  fair  mis- 
cellaneous business  are  bright.  The  tone  of  the  market  is 
steady,  and  values  are  well  maintained  and  likely  to  con- 
tinue thus. 

Lead-products  are  steady  at  practically  late  rate.  Dry 
white-lead,  241. ;  red-lead,  181.  10s.;  pig-lead,  161.  ;  sheets, 
20/.  10s. ;  and  pipes,  21Z.  per  ton,  Tyne. 

Barium-products  remain  much  as  lately  reported ;  there 
is  a  fair  average  demand  from  all  consuming  trades,  and 
present  prospects  point  to  a  continuance  of  same  for  some 
time  to  come.  Prices  from  a  manufacturing  point  of  view 
are  low,  and  consequently,  in  spite  of  keen  competition,  are- 
steady.  Blanc  fixe,  pure  precipitated  barium  sulphate,  in. 
paste-form,  61.  10s.  to  61.  15s.  per  ton,  in  8  to  9  cwt.  casks. 
Mineral  sulphate  of  barytes,  according  to  quality,  quantity, 
and  package,  varies  from  35s.  to  90s.  per  ton,  and  is  in 
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good  request.  Chloride  of  barium  continues  to  maintain  a 
firm  tone,  at  6?.  5s.  to  11.  5s.  per  ton  for  large  or  fine 
crystals,  in  8  to  10  cwt.  casks.  Precipitated  carbonate  of 
barium,  although  the  range  of  quotations  remains  prac- 
tically the  same — viz.,  51.  15s.  to  6?.  10s.  per  ton,  in  2-cwt. 
bags — is  in  reality  somewhat  dearer,  as  higher  prices  are 
asked  than  formerly  for  comparatively  small  lots.  Crude 
calcined  barium  sulphide,  70  to  75  per  cent.  BaS,  very 
steady  in  price,  owing  to  high  cost  of  fuel,  at  5?.  10s.  to 
6?.  per  ton,  in  5  to  6  cwt.  casks.  Hydrate  of  barium  in 
rather  heavier  demand.  Crystals,  12?.  5s.  to  13?.  5s.  per  ton, 
in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks.  Concentrated,  solid,  58  to  60  per  cent. 
BaO,  13?.  10s'.  to  13?.  15s.  per  ton,  in  6  to  7  cwt.  drums. 
Concentrated  crushed,  15?.  to  15?.  5s.  per  ton,  in  6  to  7  cwt. 
casks. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  quiet,  with  prices  practically 
unchanged.  Beckton,  25-per-cent.  ammonia  guaranteed, 
13?.  15s. ;  London  terms,  prompt,  13?.  5s.  ;  Leith,  14?.  2s.  6d. ; 
Liverpool,  14?.  Is.  Id.  ;  and  Hull,  14?. 

Sicilian  Citrate  of  Lime. 

The  stocks  of  citrate  of  lime  in  Sicily  on  November  30, 
1912.  amounted  to  1,500  ton6,  as  compared  with  2,700  tons 
at  the  corresponding  period  of  1911.  The  total  exports  from 
Sicily  from  December  1,  1912  (the  commencement  of  the 
new-crop  season),  to  February  28,  1913,  amounted  to  1,389 
tons,  as  compared  with  1,642  tons  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1911-12. 

Fraudulent  Traders  at  Smyrna. 

The  Smyrna  Black  Gang  had  a  more  active  and  success- 
ful year  than  ever  in  1912.  Among  the  list  of  the  swindles 
of  interest  to  the  drug-trade  were  the  following : 

A  Dublin  firm  of  oandlemakere  ordered  1^  ton  of  genuine 
beeswax  (they  probably  bought  on  sample),  and  paid  80  per  cent., 
or  110?.,  in  advance.  The  goods  on  arrival  weighed  only  f  ton, 
■and  consisted  of  almost  valueless  "  off-colour "  paraffin  wax. 
Another  Dublin  firm  loet  170?.  by  precisely  the  same  trick 

Several  other  instances  outside  of  the  drug-trade  are  re- 
corded. The  gang  has  now  gone  one  better,  and  has  had 
false  bills  of  lading  printed,  which  it  supplies  to  its  clients. 
The  same  purpose  is  served,  as  the  buyer  advances  his 
80  per  oent.  just  as  readily  on  the  forged  bill  of  lading, 
and  the  gang  is  spared  the  expense  and  trouble  of  shipping 
the  rubbish.  The  obvious  precaution  is  to  inquire  from 
the  British_  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Constantinople  before 
dealing  with  strangers  in  Turkey,  or,  better  still,  buy- 
through  a  recognised  broker  in  the  article  on  this  side. 

Java  Cinchona. 

The  report  on  the  Java  Government  Cinchona  Gardens 
for  the  last  quarter  of  1912  states  that  at  Poentjak  Gedeh 
the  areas  planted  up  in  1906-08  could  not  be  harvested. 
There  233  bouws  have  been  planted  since  1904,  as  follows : 
1904,_  29 ;  1905,  56 ;  1906,  92 ;  1907,  38 ;  1908,  18.  The  crops 
obtained  from  the  whole  area  in  the  last  six  vears  have 
been  as  follows:  1907,  11,882;  1908,  54.998:  1909,  134,430; 
1910,  139.065;  1911,276,642;  1912,  330,055  Amsterdam  pounds. 
The  bark  has  contained  on  the  average  the  equivalent  of 
>8  per  cent,  of  quinine  sulphate,  this  high  yield  being  due 
to  (1)  the  use  of  Ledger  seedlings,  (2)  thick  planting  with 
careful  thinning  out,  and  (3)  intensive  cultivation.  The 
Mengsel  R ioeng-Goenoeng  seed  garden  continues  to  give 
good  yields,  and  the  sales  of  seed  in  October  realised 
fl. 17,110,  making  a  total  of  fl. 34,697  for  the  year.  Th© 
selection  of  tea-seed  is  now  being  undertaken.  The  selection 
of  cinchona  on  the  results  of  analysis  of  bark,  resistance  to 
disease,  thickness  of  bark,  and  other  factors  is  still  being 
studied.  Ledger  seed  has  been  examined,  and  found  to 
contain  16  8  per  cent,  of  a  pale  yellowish-green  oil.  The  dry 
seed  contains  0.38  per  cent,  of  total  alkaloid,  as  well  as 
a  small  quantity  of  a  fluorescent  6olid. 

New  Zealand  Honey-crop  Prospects. 

The  New  Zealand  Director  of  Orchards,  Gardens,  and 
Apiaries  has  received  the  following  reports  on  the  honey-crop 
prospects  from  the  Apiary  Instructors :  Auckland. — Decem- 
ber has  been  an  ideal  month  for  bee-keepers — white  clover 
plentiful  and  fine  hot  days.  Honey  has  been  coming  in 
freely.  Around  Auckland  it  is  getting  rather  dry,  but  the 
weather  is  now  appearing  to  break,  and  should  we  get  a 
good  rain  and  then  fine  weather  the  yie'd  of  honey  should 
be  a  record.  W  ellington. — Owing  to  the  favourable  weather 
"that  has  been  experienced  in  the  Wellington.  Hawke's  Bay, 
and  Taranaki  districts,  the  prospects  of  a  fair  honey  crop 
have  materially  improved.  Christ  church. — Recent  rain  has 
refreshed  pastures.  Should  suitable  weather  fo'low,  there 
is  every  prospect  of  a  record  honev  crop  in  Canterbury. 
Honey  is  of  excellent  quality  generally,  owing  to  abundance 
of  white  clover.  Many  bee-keepers  are  extracting  to  relieve 
the  congested  condition  of  the  hives,  as  an  extended  flow 
of  nectar  from  clover  , is  anticipated.    Bunedin. — The  pro- 


spects of  a  good  honey  crop  are  excellent.  The  spell  of  warm 
weather  lately  experienced  has  improved  the  growth  of  th© 
clover,  and  there  are  now  indications  that  a  good  average 
honey  crop  will  be  harvested. 

Japanese  Camphor  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  exports  of  crude  and  refined 
camphor  from  Japan  (which  includes  Formosa),  also  the 
destinations,  during  the  past  three  years : 


1910 

1911 

1912 

Kin 

Kin 

Kin 

13.095 

30  776 

22.260 

452  881 

570,714 

643  745 

Straits  Settlements 

4,973 

8,146 

9,814 

657  838 

657.657 

724,250 

872.534 

795.893 

502,996 

357.024 

520  ?87 

489.317 

789,467 

705,713 

436.641 

12  100 

11,642 

21,433 

63.616 

94,279 

75.. ^34 

51,574 

47,892 

115,603 

Kin  (=1J  lb.) ... 

3,275,102 

3,441,099 

3,062,462 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  Great  Britain 
and  British  India  took  the  lead  last  year,  whereas  the 
exports  to  the  United  States,  Germany,  and  France  show  a 
considerable  decrease. 


The  Rosin-market. 

This  market  has  been  quiet  but  firm  during  the  past 
month,  mainly  owing  to  continued  advances  for  all  grades 
in  America ;  values  on  the  6pot  are  without  further  change 
to  note,  and  supplies  are  moderate  and  well  held  for  full 
prices.  Common  strained  and  paper-makers'  dark  qualities 
show  little  alteration  either  in  position  or  in  prices ;  receipts 
of  these  6orts  are  now  at  their  lowest  ebb  in  America,  where 
there  is  still  widespread  demand,  and  values  should  be 
maintained  for  some  little  time.  So  far  the  strength  in 
low-grade  rosins  has  been  the  backbone  of  the  naval  stores 
industry  for  the  present  season,  and  America  remarks  that 
had  it  not  been  for  the  high  average  price  paid  for  rosins 
the  1912-13  crop  would  have  been  very  disastrous. 
Soap-makers'  fine  medium  sorts  do  not  offer  freely,  and 
but  little  business  has  been  reported  during  the  month; 
stocks  in  London  are  still  very  small  indeed,  and  consumers 
only  purchase  to  meet  actual  requirements.  We  are  now 
approaching  the  season  for  production  of  finest  rosin  in 
America — in  fact,  some  new  crop  has  already  been  received  at 
Savannah,  and  the  weather  conditions  continue  favourable 
throughout  the  belt,  pointing  to  an  early  movement  of  the 
crop ;  but  still  we  hear  of  no  business  for  future  delivery 
(says  a  monthly  report),  and  shippers  have  not  so  far  made 
any  offers.  Factors  still  predict  a  curtailment  of  the  make 
of  pale  rosins  this  spring  owing  to  the  lessening  of  credit  to 
producers.  Business  in  French  and  Spanish  rosins  during 
the  month  has  been  dull,  with  prices  maintained  with  diffi- 
culty ;  there  is,  however,  no  feature  of  importance  to  note, 
except  that  the  weather  is  equally  favourable  and  conditions 
generally  point  to  early  seasons  in  both  countries.  Stocks 
of  all  grades  are  light  here. 


-  Russian  Platinum. — The  Russian  Duma  recently  brought 
forward  a  Bill  prohibiting  the  export  of  raw  platinum,  but 
the  Council  of  the  Empire  have  amended  it  by  fixing  a  tax 
of  30  per  cent,  ad  val.  on  exportation  or  to  Finland,  and 
the  Bill  has  been  sent  back  to  the  Duma. 

St.  Vincent  Arrowroot. — The  exports  of  arrowroot  from 
St.  Vincent  were  valued  at  40,430?.  in  1911,  against  30.089?. 
in  1910.  an  increase  of  10,341?.,  but  the  quantity  declined 
by  1,038,595  lb.  This  is  due,  as  regards  quantity,  to  the 
the  fact  that  exporters  have  held  back  much  of  the  year's 
crop  for  reasons  of  their  own;  and  as  regards  value,  to  the 
ffood  prices  which  have  been  ruling  throughout  the  vear 
1911. 

Bayahonde  Gum. — H  M  Vice-Consul  at  Port-au-Prince 
has  forwarded  a  sample  of  the  ;uni  of  a  native  tree,  known 
as  "Bayahonde,"  of  which  large  quantities  exist  through- 
out Hayti,  and  which  may  prove  to  be  of  commercial  value. 
The  gum  is  used  medicinally  by  the  natives,  who  suck  it 
to  relieve  pains  in  the  chest;  it  also  makes  a  good  adhesive. 
An  address  to  which  traders  in  the  United  Kinerdom  desirous 
of  getting  into  touch  with  producers  might  send  communicaT 
tions  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Commercial 
Intelligence  Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  73  Basinghall 
Street,  London,  E.C. — Board  of  Trade  Journal. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist "  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


To  What  Class  of  Hypnotics  does  Bromural  Belong  ? 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  article  on  "  Scheduling 
Hypnotics  "  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  March  15, 
index  folio  421,  we  desire  to  emphasise  that  bromural  can- 
not be  included  among  the  poisonous  ureides  or  "  cyclic  urea 
compounds."  Bromural,  the  monobrom-isovaleryl  carba- 
mide, is,  in  fact,  a  derivative  of  urea,  but  not  a  cyclic  com- 
pound, as  valerianic  acid,  the  radical  of  which  is  contained 
in  bromural,  is  a,  monobasic  acid,  which,  of  course,  does 
not  form  any  cyclic  urea  compound.  Cyclic  compounds  can 
only  be  formed  by  derivatives  of  urea  coupled  with  a 
divalent  acid  radical.  Consequently,  bromural  cannot  be 
regarded  as  a,  derivative  of  diethylbarbituric  acid. 
Bromural  is  not  poisonous  and  does  not  represent  a  true 
hypnotic,  but  rather  a  nerve  sedative,  capable  of  removing 
the  obstacles  wrhich  prevent  natural  sleep. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Knoll  &  Co. 

8  Harp  Lane,  London,  E.C.  W.  Bratjn. 

Psychology  and  Pharmacy. 

Sib,— Have  you  noticed  that  Dr.  Lynch,  M.P.,  whom  I 
regard  as  the  most  interesting  and  brainy  of  the  medical 
members  of  the  Patent  Medicine  Commission,  has  raised 
the  question  of  remembering  doses  of  drugs,  so  sore  a 
trial  to  every  student  of  pharmacy,  to  the  dignity  of  a 
place  in  his  "  New  System  of  Psychology  "  (Vol.  I.,  294)  ? 
It  seems  he  learnt  "several  pages  of  the  closes  of  drugs 
until  he  could  repeat  them  ■without  error."  Then  after  a 
three  hours'  interval  he  tested  himself  and  gave  a  series 
of  sixteen  answers  without  mistake.  After  a  day  on  travel 
he  made  one  error  out  of  eleven ;  after  two  days  he  made 
eleven  mistakes  out  of  twenty.  On  his  own  confession  it 
•would  seem  that  Dr.  Lynch,  though  rapid  in  acquiring,  is 
not  infallible  in  reproducing  his  knowledge,  for  after  a 
four  days'  interval  he  says  he  made  twenty-one  mistakes 
out  of.  twenty-one,  and  after  twenty-one  days  twenty-two 
mistakes  out  of  twenty-five.  After  a  very  few  minutes' 
revision,  however,  he  was  able  to  recall  them  always 
without  mistake.  Yours  truly, 

Dublin.  J.  c.  McWalter. 

The  Tariff  Ounce. 

Sir, — Referring  to  my  letter  which  you  kindly  printed 
in  your  issue  of  March  8,  with  the  editorial  comment  in 
parenthesis  (  .  .  .  the  tariff  ounce  is  437.5  grains)  my 
committee  has  been  much  interested  to  observe  that  in 
the  new  tariff  it  is  expressly  stated  on  page  2  that  "  the 
ounce  referred  to  is  the  apothecaries'  ounce,  480  grains." 
Will  you  grant  me  the  favour  of  your  columns  to  con- 
gratulate the  numerous  English  pharmacists  who  have 
elected  to  be  guided  by  our  "  Dispensing  Charges  Simpli- 
fied," as  it  is  now  evident  that  they  have  been  travelling 
in  the  band-waggon  from  the  first?  We  now  await  the 
momentous  announcement  from  the  south  that  0.25  pence 
is  to  count  as  Jrtf.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 
Geo.  Shiach  Kitchin, 
Hon.  Secretary, 
Glasgow  Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 

fit'  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  net  effect  of 
raising  the  tariff  ounce  from  437£  to  480  grains  is  to  reduce 
the  prices  paid  to  chemists  for  solids  by  12  per  cent.  The 
prices  should  have  been  raised  with  the  grains. — Editor, 
C.  &  Z>] 


Assistants  Ready  if  Wanted. 

Sir, — May  I  quote  from  your  editorial  article  of  last 
week  the  following  : 

"  The  only  exception  to  this  is  that  the  Act  allows  dis- 
pensers who  were  serving  as  such  to  doctors  or  institutions 
at  the  time  of  the  enactment,  and  for  three  years  before, 
to  dispense  without  supervision  for  chemists  and  companies 
on  the  panel.  The  provision  has  the  approval  and  sympathy 
of  representative  pharmacists." 

So  much  to  the  credit  of  representative  pharmacists,  but 
as  stewards  they  must  render  all  that  is  due  to  those 
dispensers  from  whom  the  work  has  been  transferred  and 
deliver  their  judgment  that  such  persons  be  engaged  to  do 
such  work  for  pharmacists.  This  is  not  being  done  in 
practice.  The  inactive  junior  appears  to  have  the  work. 
No  more  dispensing  is  being  done  for  the  working  classes 
than  before  the  Act.  Why  should  not  those  persons  whose 
work  has  been  given  over  to  the  trade  be  employed  ?  They 
are  the  best  fitted,  and  especially  so  in  the  case  of  those 
persons  qualified  as  assistants  by  the  Apothecaries  Act 
and  the  three-year  qualification  as  well.  How  generous 
the  Act  is  when  it  enacts  that  nothing  in  the  Act  shall 
interfere  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  apothe- 
caries' assistant.  What  a  farce  !  While  it  does  not  take 
away  the  rights,  etc.,  to  act,  it  does  take  away  the  very 
work  that  they  have  been  doing  in  the  past  generally  as 
dispensers  and  hands  it  over  to  the  chemist.  The  other 
day  in  my  hearing  a  learned  champion  of  the  Act  referred 
to  the  old  subject  of  the  doctor's  coachman  as  dispenser. 
While  the  Act  sticks  up  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  apothecaries'  assistant,  it  says  (between  the  lines)  in 
a  previous  sub-section  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  interfere 
with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  chemists  to  employ 
their  errand  boys,  etc.,  to  do  the  dispensing  under  super- 
vision for  the  insured  persons.  All  well  and  good  if  this  had 
been  guarded  against,  and  at  least  that  the  work  could 
only  have  been  done  by  qualified  juniors  under  supervision 
and  other  persons  qualified  by  the  Act,  then  some  of 
the  hardly  hit  dispensers  whose  right  it  is  to  continue  to 
do  their  work  as  hitherto  would  have  had  a  chance.  The 
trade  neither  calls  for  the  apothecaries'  assistant  as  one 
who  has  passed  a  dispensing  examination  by  statute  nor  the 
three-year  man,  but  would  rather  relegate  the  work  to 
their  juniors  and  encourage  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to- 
set  up  a  dispensing  qualification  for  such  and  satisfy  the 
inquiring  public.  If  qualified  persons  are  wanted,  and 
they  are  surely  not  enough  in  numbers  to  do  justice  as 
claimed  by  the  Act  and  the  public,  the  Pharmacy  Act. 
1908,  4  (b),  can  provide  more  from  those  men  specially 
experienced  for  the  purpose  of  the  National  Insurance  Act 
and  having  the  Hall  qualification. 

Yours  faithfully, 

George  Reed. 
Croydon  Provident  Dispensary,  March  22. 

Effects  of  Shops  Act. 
Sir, — "  Pharmacist's  "  figures  as  to  his  loss  through  the 
adoption  of  the  weekly  half-holiday  are  startling,  but 
they  are  certainly  exceptional,  so  many  having  testified  to 
any  loss  being  made  up  on  the  other  days  of  the  week. 
But  money  is  not  everything,  and  if  extra  enjoyments, 
improved  health,  and  prolonged  life  are  placed  in  the 
other  scale,  as  can  be  done,  then  the  Shops  Act  is  a 
blessing  to  the  craft.  Hints  have  been  made  in  several 
quarters  lately  that  the  National  Insurance  and  Shop6 
Acts  are,  so  far  as  pharmacists  are  concerned,  incom- 
patible with  each  other.  But  so  far  from  this  being  the 
case,  thousands  of  pharmacists  will  testify  that  the  Act  is 
more  needed  than  ever.  It  affords  a  breathing-space  in 
mid-week  to  counteract  the  effect  of  the  additional  work 
and  worry  entailed  by  the  National  Insurance  Act.  In 
several  places  doctors  are  also  taking  advantage  of  pharma- 
cists being  closed  for  the  half-holiday  weekly  by  intimat- 
ing "  No  consulting  hour  on  Wednesday  (or  Thursday) 
evening."  And  why  not?  If  it  be  argued  that  pharma- 
cists should  open  on  the  half -holiday  because  they  might 
be  required  by  insured  people,  it  may  equally  well  be 
urged  that  they  should  keep  open  all  night  for  the  same 
reason.  It  was  pleasing  to  see  such  a  large  and  influential 
city  as  Liverpool  firm  on  the  question  of  the  advisableness 
of  continuing  the  boon.  I  am,  yours  very  truly, 
Edinburgh,  March  23.  Open  Air.  (18/73.) 
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Substitution. 

Sib,— I  have  read  the  discussion  on  substitution  as 
opened  by  Mr.  Kutnow  at  the  Aldwych  Club.  I  deduce 
from  some  of  his  remarks  that  if  anyone  asks  a  retailer 
for  Kutnow's  powder  and  he  offers  to  sell  some  other 
Carlsbad  powder,  this  act  should  be  treated  as  a  mis- 
demeanour and  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences.  In 
selling  six  dozen  Kutnow's  powders  a  profit  of  about 
19  per  cent,  is  assured;  how  many  retailers  sell  this 
•quantity  in  a  year?  Can  anyone  carry  on  a  successful 
retail  business  on  this  gross  profit?  I  think  not.  The 
retailer  must  therefore  be  helped  by  some  other  profits 
which  are  on  a  higher  scale  in  order  to  make  his  business 
pay  him.  I  suggest,  however,  to  Mr.  Kutnow  that 
before  he  makes  assertions  such  as  those  made  at  the 
meeting  referred  to  he  should  guarantee  a  good  profit  to 
the  retailer,  and  not  try  to  accrue  all  the  trade  in 
Carlsbad  powder,  which  has  existed  as  a  Pharmacopoeia 
preparation  for  nearly  half  a  century.  I  think  that  should 
a  retailer  offer  (I  do  not  say  substitute  or  palm  off)  a 
Carlsbad  powder  made  by  a  firm  of  repute  bearing  a 
higher  rate  of  profit  than  Kutnow's  he  is  quite  within  his 
right  to  do  so,  his  first  duty  being  to  pay  his  creditors  as 
well  as  live.  Yours  faithfully, 

Northern  Retailer.  (17/42.) 


Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  of  opinions 
anions  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 


Appreciations. 

I  have  found  your  table  for  pricing  N.H.I,  scripts  very 
handy. — Eucalyptus  (19/30). 

Sorry  I  have  not  sent  P.O.  sooner  ;  cannot  afford  to  miss 
the  C.  &  D.  The  legal  information  you  so  quickly  and 
kindly  rendered  was  alone  worth  the  subscription. — IF.  S. 
{243/33). 

Ung.  Plumbi  Card. 
Referring  to  the  article  on  B.P.  ointments — ung.  plumbi 
carb.,   "  Never   used " — in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  it  is  fre- 
quently used.    We  make  it  in  28-lb.  lots. — C.  Ernest  Clague. 

London  Hospital  Drugs. 

Messrs.  Hocking  &  Gillett  point  out  that  of  the  hydrogen 
peroxide  which  they  examined,  nine   (not  "none")  fill 
below  B.P.  strength.    Sodii  carb.  exsic.  was  referred  to. 
Edinburgh  D.C.T.A.  Dinner. 

Will  you  allow  me  through  the  publicity  of  your  columns 
the  privilege  of  calling  attention  to  the  dinner  to  be  held 
in  the  Carlton  Hotel,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  April  2, 
at  7.30  p.m.,  in  celebration  of  the  Association's  majority 
year  ?  As  its  membership  is  spread  over  a  wide  area,  in- 
cluding Edinburgh  and  the  surrounding  county,  it  is  hoped 
that  chemists  generally  will  mark  their  appreciation  of  the 
good  work  of  the  Association  by  attending,  and  so  help  to 
make  the  gathering  as  representative  as  possible.  Tickets 
(5s.)  may  now  be  obtained  from  members  of  committee,  or 
J.  Blenhiron,  Hon.  Secretary,  115  Princes  Street,  Edinburgh. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  writing  about  your  difficulty  consult  "The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,"  1913,  pp.  211-242  and  pp.  457-459,  where  most 
legal  difficulties  are  anticipated. 


B.  S.  J.  (18/36). — We  do  not  consider  that  dispensing  for 
one  doctor  at  the  beginning  of  the  three  yeans'  period  and  for 
another  at  the  end  of  the  period  meets  the  requirement  of 
Section  15  (5,  iii).  Reasonable  allowance  will  no  doubt  be 
made  for  time  lost  in  partial  unemployment  during  the 
three  years. 

Saponis  (10/34)  holds  a  lease  of  certain  premises  to  which 
there  are  underground  cellars.  The  cellars  have  an  entrance 
which  encroaches,  and  a  grating  which  abuts,  on  the  pave- 
ment, and  in  respect  of  which  A  Recognition  Rent  is  pay- 
able to  the  local  authority.  Who  should  pay  the  rent— the 
landlord  or  tenant?  [The  tenant  is  not  liable  to  discharge 
the  rent  unless  he  has  expressly  agreed  to  do  so,  either  with 
the  landlord  or  the  local  authority.] 

E.  F.  M.  (18/62).— Membership  of  the  Incorporated  Dental 
Society  does  not  constitute  a  qualification  under  the  Dentists 
Act,  nor  does  the  fact  that  you  have  been  engaged  in  dental 


practice  for  twenty-six  years  entitle  you  to  any  recognition 
under  the  Act.  The  qualification,  not  dental,  which  you 
hold  may  entitle  you  to  exemption  from  the  preliminary 
science  subjects  of  the  Dental  examination,  but  on  this 
point  we  would  advise  you  to  make  full  inquiries,  as  it  is 
possible  that  you  may  be  able  to  get  the  Licentiate  of 
Dental  Surgery  with  less  difficulty  and  sacrifice  of  time  than 
you  have  hitherto  supposed. 

Director  (15/38). — A  was  by  letter  appointed  Manager  of 
a  Limited  Company  at  a  salary,  with  a  house  and  commission, 
in  addition.  He  was  also  made  a  director  of  the  company, 
his  fees  as  director  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
shares  held  by  him.  In  November  1912  the  company  gold 
the  business,  and  the  secretary  agreed  to  give  A  a  month's 
salary  in  lieu  of  notice.  The  purchaser  of  the  business  at 
once  engaged  A  as  manager.  The  company  has  gone  into: 
voluntary  liquidation,  and  A  sent  in  a  claim  for  wages  due 
to  him,  including  the  amount  agreed  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of 
notice.  A  has  never  received  or  claimed  any  director's 
fees.  The  liquidator,  however,  will  not  allow  A's  proof 
on  the  ground  that  it  represents  managing  director's  fees. 
What  is  A's  position?  [In  our  opinion,  A  is  certainly 
entitled  to  prove,  as  an  ordinary  creditor,  for  all  arrears 
of  salary  due  to  him  up  to  the  time  of  his  discharge; 
though,  upon  the  facts  disclosed,  we  do  not  think  that  he 
will  be  successful  in  recovering  any  sum  in  lieu  of  notice.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

<Ve  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 


Eucalyptus  (19/30).— .Ung.  Resorcini  Co.  B.P.C.— This  was 
the  Bournemouth  Formulary  preparation  (see  "  P.F.;" 
p.  817),  now  modified  as  follows : 

Rasorcin        ...       ...       ...       ...  140  grains 

Distilled   water   140  grains 

Bism  ith  subnitrate    140  grains 

Zinc  oxide,  finely  sifted   140  grains 

Birch-tar  oil           ...       ...       ...  70  grains 

Wool-fat    560  grains 

Soft  paraffin,  white,  to  ...       ...  4  ounces 

Dissolve  the  resorcin  in  the  water,  and  mix  with  the 
bismuth  subnitrate  and  zinc  oxide  to  form  a  cream ;  mix 
the  last  three  ingredients  and  gradually  incorporate  with 
the  cream. 

L.  &  Co.  (14/47). — Ferrotype  Developer. — In  the  absence 
of  particulars  as  to  the  ferrotype  process  your  customer  is 
working,  it  is  not  oossible  to  give  definite  information 
regai-ding  the  one-solution  developer.  Some  of  the  newer 
processes  employed  by  itinerant  photographers  involve  the 
use  of  collodion -emulsion  plates,  for  developing  for  which 
glycin  in  alkaline  solution  is  employed.  The  old  ferrotype 
process  required  a  developer  of  ferrous  sulphate  (or  ferrous, 
ammonio-sulphate)  and  acetic  acid  in  a  medium  of  alcohol 
and  water,  an  intensifying  solution  of  pyrogallic  acid  and 
acetic  acid  being  subsequently  employed. 

F.  H.  B.  (19/15). — Kodak-film  Developer. — Metol-quinol 
is  employed  for  kodak  films,  and  is  equally  available  for1 
use  by  the  tank  method  of  developing.  The  formula  is  as 
follows  : 

A.  B.  ,v 

Metol  5j.        Sodium  carbonate  ...  5j. 

Hydroquinone         ...  5ss.       Water  jxx. 

Sodium  sulphite  ...  3iss. 
Water  3xx. 

For  use  mix  A  1  oz.,  B  1  oz.,  water  2  oz.,  and  add  one  or 
two  drops  of  10-per-cent.  solution  of  potassium  bromide  to 
each  ounce  of  developer. 

G.  C.  W.  (6/19). — Making  Income-tax  Returns. — A  method 
of  keeping  accounts,  which  had  special  reference  to  income- 
tax  accounts,  was  given  in  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,  1908,  which  can  probably  be  obtained  by  advertising 
in  the  Coloured  Supplement.  Other  articles  which  have 
appeared  in  the  C.  &  D.  within  recent  years,  and  which 
refer  mainly  to  ordinary  bookkeeping,  are  as  follows : 
Januarv  9,  1909,  p.  56  (bv  Jav  Mack);  January  30,  1909, 
p.  181 ;  and  February  5,  1909,  p.  245.    The  following  books 
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are  also  useful :  F.  B.  Leeming,  "  Income-tax :  How  to 
Make  your  Return  and  Prepare  Accounts  in  Support " 
(E.  Wilson,  54  Threadneedle  Street,  London,  E.C.,  2s.  bd.) : 
S.  W.  Flint,  "  Schedule  D,  and  How  to  Deal  with  It  " 
(same  publishers,  Is.) ;  T.  H.  Fry,  "Income-tax:  Its  Return, 
Assessment,  and  Recovery  "  (same  publishers,  6.s.).  In 
reviewing  the  first  of  these  (C.  &  D.,  February  4,  1911),  we 
reproduced  Mr.  Learning's  model  accounts ;  the  second  book 
deals  with  the  schedule  which  refers  to  profits  from  trade; 
while  Mr.  Fry's  book  has  a  chapter  on  income-tax 
accountancy.  There  is  also  published  by  Mr.  J.  McQueen 
Moat  Road,  Leicester,  the  "A  B  C  "  account-book,  which 
has  been  adopted  by  many  chemists  and  is  a  suitable  basi6 
for  preparing  an  income-tax  statement. 

Bruno  (260/19). — Combined  Toning  and  Fixing  Bath.— 
Several  formulae  for  this  are  given  in  "Pharmaceutical 
iFormulas,"  and  the  following  may  be  taken  as  representa- 
tive : 


hyposul- 


20  oz. 
i  oz. 
g  oz. 

2  oz. 
80  oz. 
water 


2. 

hyposul- 


Sodium 

phite 
Lead  nitrate 
Gold  chloride 
Water   

Dissolve  and  add : 
Powdered  French 

chalk   

W  ater   

Decant. 


10 


gr. 
gr. 
oz. 


Sodium 
phite 
Citric  acid  ... 
Lead  nitrate 
Ammonium  sulpho- 

pyanide  

.Water   

Dissolve    in  the 
(warm)  in  above  order,  filter 
bright,  and  add : 
Gold  chloride       ...  12  grains 

In  both  cases  the  prints  are  placed  in  the  toning-bath  without 
previous  washing. 

R.  E.  (7/6). — Ung.  Amyli. — We  cannot  find  any  official 
formula  for  this,  but  it  appears  that  under  the  name  of 
"Cerat  amidonne  "  a  starch  ointment  is  used  in  France,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Cazenove.    This  is  composed  of 

Powdered  starch    ...    8  to  15  parts 

Cerate  ...    30  parts 

The  cerate  is  prepared  by  melting  together  white  wax 
10  parts  in  almond  oil  30  parts,  and  stirring  till  cold. 

J.  B.  (5/38). — Dog's  Haih. — For  straightening  the  hair  of 
a  toy  Yorkshire  terrier  the  only  thing  we  can  suggest — the 
idea  being  taken  from  "anti-kink"  hair-lotions — is  to  use 
potassium  carbonate  and  glycerin  in  the  final  rinsing-water, 
after  the  dog  is  washed.  Hydrogen  peroxide  is  the  only 
safe  bleach  for  lightening  the  dog's  hair,  but  this  only  acts 
on  grease-free  hair,  and  the  action  is  rather  slow.  Glossing 
the  hair  is  managed  by  applying  a  solution  of  castor  oil  in 
alcohol.  We  appreciate  the  photograph  you  send  of  your 
dogs. 

'Angus  (18/35).— Books  on  Optics.— There  is  a  list  of  books 
in  the  Educational  Number  (C.  <£■  D.,  August  17,  1912,  index 
folio  303).  since  when  Mr.  Laurance  has  brought  out  another 
hook  enticed  "Visual  Optics  and  Sight-testing"  (10s.  bd.). 
As  a  beginner's  book  "The  Chemist-Optician"  (Office  of 
C.  &  D.,  4s)  is  good;  it  contains,  moreover,  a  bibliography 
of  optica!  books. 

ff.  S.  (Como)  (19/14). — Horse  Doping. — Cocaine,  caffeine, 
and  strychnine  are  used  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating 
horses  before  races,  the  method  being  called  "  doping  " 
and  being  considered  dishonourable.  We  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  the  doses  employed  of  these  drugs  for  the  purpose. 

F.  B.  (13/56). — Vanishing  Skin-cream. — A  formula  of  the 
casein  type  was  last  published  in  the  G.  &  D.,  October  14, 
1911,  index  folio_  594  but  in  the  issue  for  April  17,  1909, 
there  was  an  article  describing  the  manufacture  and  giving 
four_  recipes.  Full  information  is  also  given  in  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas." 

Dispenser  (10/65).— Charge  for  Dispensing  for  Doctor. — 
The  flat-rate  charge  per  prescription  is  not  altogether  satis- 
factory, but  a  usual  charge  is  bd.  per  mixture,  id.  for  an 
ointment,  and  so  on.  A  better  way  would  be  to  price  out 
>a  hundred  of  the  doctor's  prescriptions  according  to  the 
'drug^ariff  prices  and  see  what  it  amounts  to.  The  difficulty 
which  presents  itself,  in  a  flat  rate  is  that  some  doctors 
employ  a  larger  proportion  of  expensive  ingredients,  while 
others  confine  themselves  to  Pharmacopoeia  dru<rs.  In 
regard  to  your  question  as  to  the  commission  to  allow  a 
doctor  for  prescriptions  for  which  the  patient  pays,'  you 
"would  be  well  not  to  enter  into  any  such  arrangements 
There  is  a  _  doubt  as  to  the  professional  etiquette  on  the 

foint,  and  it  is  a  question  whether  an  action  could  not  be 
rought  against  you  by  the_  patient  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Prevention  of  Corruption  Act. 

Puzzled  (15/65)  —Resin  Ointment.— The  difficulty  you  ex- 
perienced in  making  ung.  resinse,  a  semi-fluid  brown  mass 


gathering  round  the  stirring-stick,  is  similar  to  that  of 
another  correspondent  to  whom  we  replied  in  the  C.  &  D., 
October  21,  1911,  index  folio  626.  We  attributed  it  to  the 
use  of  powdered  resin,  as  the  trouble  does  not  appear  to> 
arise  when  clear  pieces  of  resin  ground  for  the  occasion  are 
employed. 

G.  E.  0.  (South  Africa)  (247/42).— Sheep-branding  Fluid. — 
The  following  is  an  excellent  formula  : 

Place  100  gals,  of  commercial  oleic  acid  in  a  tank  and 
heat  to  about  250°  F.,  care  being  taken  to  prevent  burning. 
To  this  add  16  cwt.  of  common  resin  as  fast  as  it  can  be- 
taken from  the  cask  and  roughly  broken  up.  The  mixture- 
is  then  stirred  until  the  resin  is  dissolved,  which  usually 
takes  from  two  to  three  hours.  It  is  then  allowed  to  cool 
to  about  100°  F.,  decanted  into  another  tank,  into  which 
100  gals,  of  kerosene  is  poured,  and  the  whole  well  stirred 
till  thoroughly  mixed.  Next  3g  gals,  of  carbolic  acid 
is  added  and  well  mixed,  and  finally  30  lb.  of  vegetable 
black  is  stirred  in  until  the  mixture  is  homogeneous. 

The  mixture  is  run  into  suitable  tins  for  use.  In  place  of 
vegetable  black,  colours  such  as  Venetian  red  or  ultramarine 
may  be  employed.  Animal-fat  may  be  used  in  place  of  the 
oleic  acid.  The  fluid  has  the  advantage  that,  although  the 
marks  are  not  washed  out  with  the  weather,  the  wool  is- 
not  permanently  stained  and  so  deteriorated  in  value. 

A.  E.  R.  (205/16). — Aniline-dye.— We  do  not  know  the 
composition  of  "oil  paste  black,"  but  it  may  be  allied  to 
"  black  paste,"  a  dye  produced  by  the  action  of  nitroso- 
dimethyl-aniline  hydrochloride  upon  m-oxydiphenylamine. 
The  English  patent  for  this  is  8264/89,  and  has  expired. 

W.  G.  C.  (4/29).— The  physical  condition  of  table-salt 
depends  upon  the  method  of  effecting  the  crystallisation  of 
the  salt,  lhe  manufacture  can  only  be  carried  out  economi- 
cally on  a  large  scale,  but  if  you  are  desirous  of  under- 
taking this  we  could  look  into  the  matter  further.- 

F.  M.  (255/14). — Weather-glass. — Formulas  for  chemicat 
weather-glass  were  given  in  the  C.  <£•  D.,  December  23,  1911. 
index  folio  936,  and  December  24,  1910  index  folio  943. 


Retrospect  ot  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  March  i4,  i863» 


Thallium:  its  Sources,  Preparation,  and  Properties. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society,  held  at  Burlington 
House  on  Eebruary  19,  there  was  an  unusually  numerous- 
attendance  of  members  to  hear  Mr.  Crooke6'  voluminous 
and  exhaustive  paper  "On  the  Sources,  Preparation,  and 
Properties  of  Thallium."  Some  idea  may  be  gained  of  this 
memoir  when  we  state  that  nearly  two  hours  were  occupied, 
in  reading  the  most  important  portions  only  of  this  valuable 
memoir.  The  most  remarkable  facts  that  were  brought 
forward  respecting  this  widely  diffused,  though  not  abun- 
dant, metal  we  will  briefly  notice.  Thallium  melts  at 
550°  Fahr.,  and  at  a  less  heat  may  be  readily  welded,  a 
property  that  has  hitherto  been  regarded  as  peculiar  to  iron, 
and  platinum.  The  specific  gravity  of  thallium  varies  from 
11.8  to  11.9,  according  to  the  mode  of  preparation.  When 
freshly  cut  it  has  a  dull  white  colour,  destitute  of  the  brilli- 
ance of  polished  silver.  Exposed  to  the  air  it  tarnishes 
rapidly,  a  straw-coloured  oxide  making  its  appearance  on 
the  surface.  This  oxide  is  alkaline  and  caustic  to  the 
taste,  and  much  more  soluble  than  the  oxides  of  silver  and 
lead.  The  metal  is  remarkable  for  its  strongly  marked  dia- 
magnetic  characters,  resembling  bismuth  in  this  respect. 
The  alloys  of  thallium  are  very  remarkable.  Copper, 
alloyed  with  only  one-half  per  cent,  of  thallium,  becomes 
quite  brittle ;  but  the  '  alloy  with  tin  is  malleable.  If  the 
oxide  of  thallium  be  regarded  as  a  protoxide,  and  the- 
formula  of  its  sulphate  as  T10,S03,  then  the  atomic  weight 
of  the  metal  is  about  203.  Much  attention  has  been  lately 
paid  to  the  spectrum  of  this  metal,  both  by  Mr.  Crookes  and 
Professor  Miller.  When  exposed  to  the  hi^h  temperature- 
of  the  electric  arc,  the  single  green  line  which  appears  when 
thallium  is  burnt  in  a  Bunsen's  gas  jet,  and  from  which  the- 
metal  derives  its  name,  is  resolved  into  several  green,  blue, 
and  other  lines.  It  is  a  remarkable  example  of  the  extra- 
ordinary power  of.  the  spectroscope  as  an  instrument  of 
analytical  research,  that  by  its  aid  as  minute  a  portion  as 
the  one  five-millionth  part  of  a  grain  has  been  detected. 
In  the  discussion  which  ensued  at  the  conclusion  of  the  read- 
ing of  the  paper.  Professors  Miller  and  Williamson,  and  Dr. 
Stenhouse,  bore  testimony  to  the  energy  and  unwearied 
industry  with  which  Mr.  Crookes  had  investigated  the  pro- 
perties of  thi6  metal. 
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